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MEMORIAL OF THE

wbered

Hollytree residents Paul and Cyndy

the hel his father had gone through until one night when he was

their 50th anniversary with a river cruise from Budapest 22 yoars ok, Paul and Cyndy had gone 10 see him for a vist

Amsterdam. They w

by their daughtors and their Around 8 aclock that right Paul's d
husbands. The fmily all then traveled to Lekkerkirk and Nieu
Lekkerland the last weekend in September for the dedication of a

d started talking abou his
xash, capture, and imprisonment. Paul says they wore up until
almost 5 'lock the next morning, “He just et i all out” Paul
the crew of the Mission Belle. That s the

wal's  said, “There was no way Cyndy and I could not bo atthe dedica-

2 when he was shot down December 1, 1943, He tion”
survived the crash but was captured and spent sbout a year nd

half s a Prisoner of War at Stalag 178 in Krems, Austria, Seven-

Paul was one of the speakers daring the luncheon that w

nd
ty-fve years late, thelocal people wanted to honor them and the
h

oem written by his granddaughter. There was

aliesfor allthey had tred to

o, re-omactements, and s fyover. It vas

occupation. Ped’s

ousin, Dick, his wife, and daughter wer

perticularly impressive that! ng childron in

also the

10 all, nine members of the Josephson clan werain  th

. Other participants inclu

attendance US. and Dutch Air Foree

J orchestra and what looked like

about BOO townsp

Paul says growing up, he would look at

diary his father had

maintained during his captivity many times. This was a chapter

l sai

on the morning of the dedication, a member of the

in his father'sife that was rarely mentioned. Paul never realized

 group spoke and dei

ment: “With freedom  was 11 years old when she wrote the poemn. Paul believes this poem

comes responibility.  sums up how they all foel about the men of the Mission Belle
We must never forg
how our freedomwas My S

rosponsibiliy they have  He was my great grandfather

tokeep the memorios 1t makes my mother cry

the chil

that they grow up knowing that freedom i

free He did not di in var
But he got shot down
Paul went on t say that the Dutch take this responsibility

seriously, which is why they involved children in the ce Brought to some strang town

Duringthe dedication, two young boys placed a m

plan s scrap lumbor at the b

Ho was starved and bost

class has boen assigned to maintain the sted hian bad

arred after the dedication. Paul
ached the attendees and thanked the My mother was thinking about

family members all profusely. Paul said they we

them for the wonderful memorial and all they had done, but they  He wouldnt let her

you don't understand .. i it weren't for the llies, we would  Cause ofall he's b

a through
d e didn't want that

Inever knew my

Paul ssid the gratitude was also expressed tothem by a citizen, 1 foel that he is mine
wwho as a young boy saw the Mission Bell

ok En

ash into the Lek Riv-  He was good

all of us

er.He did na ish, but his children transat

dforus. It makes my mo

st that they tell s, “many tears have b

1 forthe young Alies who fought for our freedom. Tears

were shed not only on that fteful day but al these years since:

Snday,the farmdly went tothe ricsin which tho throo crew

8

Inspired by your dreams

We love what we do.

sornbers who dil not survive

crash aroburiod. Inall, thero were

o the States st the dedic

Paul said, “It was o wonderful foeling

honoring my father and of the Miss

ing the respect and thankfulne

the.  the Netherlands have for the Alles 75 ye

amasing, I've naver beon prouder to be his s

Horo isthe poom by Lsabel Brush, waist gunner Caslton Josephsoris

roat-granddaughter, Imbol was born four months after ho died and
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K, left formation a few minutes before hitting
‘and was attacked by fighters. Ditched in Riv
\d Nieuw-Lekkerland, Hol-
aney. Ball Turret

¢ was ditched, having only one ser
Sunde refused o use it (probably 50 as no
overload it) and tried (o swim to shore, but he drowned
before that crewman could reach him. See Missing Alr
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