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INTRODUCTION

It is not the intention of this work to attempt to answer every
question concerning the Eighth Air Force during World War
Two. It is safe to say that the information contained within the
confines of these pages is neither unique nor previously
unpublished. What is novel about this work is the manner in
which the selected information has been organized and
presented to the reader, The purpose of this book is to fill what
was perceived as a void that previously existed in available
material dealing with a specific aspect of the U.S. Eighth Air
Force. What I hope I have provided the reader with is an
easy to use reference tool that relies primarily upon visual
images rather than text to clarify the organizational structure
of the greatest war time air armada ever assembled.

Visual images provided the means by which this massive
organization was able to coordinate its efforts in the air. It was
thus concluded that an emphasis on visuals would be the
logical means with which to tell this particuliar aspect of the
Eighth AF story. Hopefully, this effort will be of use to anyone
with an interest in the subject of the Eighth, whether that
interest be casual or scholastic in nature.

The focus of this work is confined to the principle combat
bombardment groups whose duties entailed overt tactical and
strategic operations against Hitler's ‘Festung Europa’. Omitted in
this study are any number of ‘special operations’ Heavy
Bomber units whose duties fell outside the scope of normal
combat operations. Also omitted are the legions of support
units assigned to each Army Air Force group. Although the
contribution these units made in the successful prosecution of
the war against Germany was indispensable, they never the
less fall outside the main focus of this volume.

The first thing one becomes aware of in the study of this
subject is the contrast between the early war AAF paint
schemes and identification methods as opposed to those
applied as the war progressed. In 1942, AAF bombers displayed
little more than the national insignia on fuselage and wing surface
areas and the individual aircraft identification number stenciled
to either side of the vertical stabilizer. This altogether austere
array of markings were applied over fully painted aircraft
which would typically vary in configuration from two-color to
three-color camoflague.

United States Army Air Force/Material Command, Wright
Field, Ohio issued a directive in 1940 which specified colors
to be used by all AAF aircraft;

[1.] Airframe and Wing Components:

|a.] Olive Drab, Dark, No.41
|b.] Green. Medium, No.42
[c.] Gray, Neutral, No.43
[II] National Insignia:
[a.] Red, Insignia, No.45
[b.] White, Insignia, No.46
[c.] Blue, Insignia, No.47
[111] Aircraft Identification:
[a.] Gray, Neutral, No. 43
[b.] Black, No.44
[c.] White, Insignia, No.46
[d.] Yellow, Identification, No.48

These specifications remained, for the most part, unchanged
until December 1943. At this time Material Command ordered
that the use of camouflage paint on all AAF aircraft be discon-
tinued and further directed the removal of same from aircraft
then deployed in all theatres of operation.

305™ BOMB GROUP/CIRCA 1942-"43/0.D.w/LT.GREY PAINT

TACTICAL MARKINGS
VIII Bomber Command/Eighth Air Force
February 1942-June 1945

o 0o

NATIONAL

DIviSION SYMBOL

GROUP MARKING

CALL SIGN/LETTER

91s* BoMB GROUP/CIRCA 1944-'45/NATURAL METAL FINISH

SQUADRON CODE LETTERS
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The official explanation for this decision stated certain logistical
winamtages. In the case of AAF Bombers, eliminating full
“wmewflage paint schemes reduced overall aircraft weight by an
wwmated 70-80 pounds resulting in extended range and

mereased air speeds. Savings in materials as
wel s man-hours were additional benefits
~ommected with the elimination of camou-
“wzmg. Although these benefits were very
e they were not the sole motivation behind
s decision. The simple fact was that this
sier reflected the growing dominance of

& =2 wir power in the skies over Europe and
W Pacific. This fact coupled with the
gocutly diminished threat of bombard-
ment of their own airfields by the
_ulimaffe effectively eliminated the
sl for the Eighth AF to continue camou-
Smsing its” aircraft.

I» direct contrast to this diminishing need
“or wircraft paint was the ever increasing
peed for improved unit and individual
wecralt dentification. The days of single
sowp raids were pretty much a thing of the
gt as far as Eighth AF operations were
cemcerned.

Sy mid 1944 the skies over Europe could, at
e ziven time, be filled with upwards to a
“sowsand heavy bombers, all intent on
comverging upon a single target in one
massive coordinated effort. Add to the
complexity of such an effort the hundreds of
" ghter escorts that were required to
semdezvous with their assigned bomb
wups in order to fly protective top cover
S 10 and from the target area and one can
sasily grasp the critical need for visual
wosome identification.

Yot to be discussed is the most basic of all
w0 sary aircraft identification, the national
weiznia. The USAAF National insignia
ssderwent numerous official and semiofficial
“Sumees within a two year period, but in one
~wem or another, these symbols were
S uplaved on all AAF aircraft throughout
e war.

Although U.S. National insignia

“un be helpful in establishing the time period of a
sasticular Eighth AF photo, it is important for the re-

1918

JUNE, 1943

&

SEPTEMBER, 1943
(FINAL PATTERN)

seascher not to jump to any conclusions based upon this

wvlence alone. Due to shortages in manpower and/or
wmuserials, changes in aircraft marking policy were often not

immediately acted upon at a group level. During World War
One the United States Army Air Service began operations with a
national insignia device consisting of a small red circle
centered on a white star centered on a blue disk. At the

urging of than Col. William ‘Billy’ Mitchell
this symbol was changed to a roundel
device on January 18, 1918. This design was
very similar in appearance to those national
emblems applied to both French and
British warplanes and the similarity was
thought to be an advantage at that time.

Following WWI the Army unofficially
reverted to the original blue disc and white
star design in 1919. In 1920 the Army Reorga-
nization Act designated the Air Service as a
combat arm of the U.S. Army. At this time the
disk and star configuration was officially
adopted and would remain in continued use
for the next twenty years.

The outbreak of World War Two
created an immediate need for a change in U.S.
aircraft identification. The first modification
was the elimination of the red disk from the
center of the white star. It was discovered
early on that this tended to draw friendly fire
from antiaircraft gunners who mistook the
red disk for the Hinomaru or *meatball’, the
national insignia displayed on all Japanese
military aircraft. Also eliminated was the
red, white and blue vertical and horizontal
stripes previously found on the tail sections of
U.S. Army and Navy warplanes. It was
further decided to cease the application of
the national insignia from the lower left and
upper right wing surfaces as this tended to
present enemy gunners and pilots with what is
known as a ‘balanced aiming point’.

Reviewing the various changes and
modifications to the national insignia in 1942
more or less graphically illustrates the turmoil
and transition, the state of utter confusion
the United States underwent in the earliest phases
of World War Two. The decision to modify
the national insignia was by no means
arbitrary and in fact involved considerable
research and extensive field testing by both

the Army and Navy in order to properly evaluate the numerous
proposed design changes,

The national insignia adopted in September, 1943 would
remain in effect, unchanged, for the wars duration.




It should be pointed out that the illustrations contained within
this text are approximations of their full size counterparts upon
which they were based. This fact may be of particular signifi-
cance to those readers who's interest lies within the realm of
scale modeling. While every care was taken to keep all elements
contained within each rendering as accurate as possible, they are
when all is said and done, illustrations, not engineering drawings.
That said it would behove anyone bent upon absolute accuracy to
contact the respective government agencies and obtain, if
available, the necessary technical drawings and/or specification
sheets relating to their particular area of interest. On the other
hand it should be noted that even though the Army Air Corps had
very specific guidelines when it came to the size, shape and color
of national emblems and tactical markings in relationship to the
application of same to its’ aircraft, these rules were often only
loosely adhered to. This was especially true in the early phases of
World War IT and most especially true of first line combat units
and the direct result in large part to the shortage of both
manpower and materials. A close evaluation of period photo-
graphs will often reveal subtle to blatant variations when it came
to sizes, configurations and placement of aircraft markings from
one group to another, one squadron to another. It is these very
same variations, however, that makes the study of this subject so
fascinating. The deeper one delves into this area the more
interesting it tends to become.

The photo below appears to be the right rear fuselage of a
battle damaged B-17F and bears testament to some of the
multiformity which ensued in the early stages of the Eighth Air
Forces® deployment in England during WWII. The outer ring of
the national insignia is rendered in Insignia Yellow , the inner
disk a medium blue and the star a light gray. This configuration
fits somewhere in between several sanctioned insignia versions
that appeared on U.S. aircraft between 1942 and June. 1943,
Even after this date irregularities can be noted in war time
photographs that continued throughout the war. The conclusion
to be drawn from all this is simply that only those individuals
wishing to produce a scale model of a pristine, fresh-from-the-
factory bomber will have to worry to much about religious

adherence to Army Air Corps regulations.

*Using This Booke

There should be little problem in this area for anyone with even
a casual familiarity with the USAAF in WWII. This work provides
the user with a *visual index” in addition to the text indexing method
traditionally found in the back of most reference sources. Those
readers who have a visual that they want to identify can simply
skip ahead to pages 12 thorough 15. Contained therein are graphic
representations of the mid-to-late war tail markings for all B-17
and B-24 Bomb Groups assigned to the Eighth Air Force between
1942 and 1945. All groups are listed in numerical order in the main
body of this text, additionally, you will find a numerical listing of
all Bomb Groups of The Eighth in addition to charts of Group list-
ings by Wing/Division assignments. '

The organizational chart depicted below is symbolic of the for-
mat utilized throughout the rhain portion of this text. It is fairly self
explanatory, but again, for those unfamiliar with the structure of
the USAAF during this period, a brief orientation may be helpful.

No.3
‘Wing’

No.2
‘Division’

No.6 No.7
‘Squadron *Sqdn.
Code’ Color’

[tems one (1) through five (5) illustrate the organizational
flow from the overall command down to individual squadron
level. Items six (6) and seven (7) are unit markers within the group/
squadron level. Once you identify the squadron code of any given
aircraft you can easily establish the entire chain of command all
the way up the line.

One final note relating to the diagram. A blank space in any of
the item slots four (4) thorough seven (7) does not mean that 1
missed something when doing the final assembly for this book. On
any given page an empty space where an insignia, squadron code
or color should be simply means that to date that item either never
existed or has perhaps fallen into the great historical abyss.




S
DEFENSIVE BOMBING FORMATIONS
*War Department / Air Corps Field Manual No. FM1-10
‘Tactics and Technique of Air Attack’s
*Chapter 2 /‘Bombardment Aviation’

*Section VI-*Flight Formations’

*Paragraph 51/‘Formation Flying’

“The military airplane is a complete combat unit. Its capabilities
are dependent upon its type and the character of its combat
squipment. The offensive and defensive powers of even the
fargest and most powerful individual airplane are relatively
Limited. Hence the effective utilization of aircraft in warfare
frequently requires that they be employed in suitable tactical
formations rather than as single units. The organization of
aviation forces into suitable tactical units facilitates the
simultaneous employment of the aircraft in the accomplishment
of an assigned mission’.

*Paragraph 68/*Need for Defensive Formations’s

‘Defensive formations are necessary whenever bombard-
ment units are employed during daylight within range of enemy
weapons. Such protection is necessary in order to insure the
completion of tactical missions in enemy territory and to
minimize losses which may result from active opposition’.
By order of the Secretary of War

G.C. Marshall, Chief of Staff

November 20, 1940

As this document illustrates, Army Air Corps planners
understood the importance of highly organized bombardment
formations well before the United States entered the Second
World War. This was all the more significant due to the fact
that the Army had no first hand heavy bomber combat experience
to draw upon. It should be noted here that the Army Air Corps
was barely thirty years old at the outbreak of hostilities shortly
after Pearl Harbor. The Air Corps aerial combat experience
during World War One had been limited to fighter and recon-
naissance duties. The concept of large scale, sustained
bombardment campaigns was in fact a post World War One
development and still very much in an embryonic stage when
the United States was thrust into World War Two.

It was a generally held consensus by many within the Air
Corps in the early stages of WWII that a well ordered bomber
formation was capable of defending itself against virtually
any assault by enemy aircraft. The flaw in this thinking became
painfully apparent shortly after the Eighth Air Forces initial
operations in the summer of 1942, After a great deal of
innovative thinking combined with costly trial-and-error
experimentation, the Combat Box evolved into what many
considered the optimum heavy bomber defensive formation.
Once perfected the Combat Box would be employed almost
exclusively by the Eighth AF for the duration of the war.

The Combat Box was a complex system of precise airborne
configurations designed to optimize the firepower of each
aircraft within the collective unit. It required a high degree of
training and aircraft handling skills on the part of both pilot
and copilot in order to maintain an effective defensive Box
formation. Each plane was expected to hold its respective
preassigned position within the formation unless ordered to do
otherwise. Pilots had to be prepared on a moments notice to
maneuver his aircraft within the formation in order to fill
gaps created by losses 1o enemy action or equipment failure. In
short, flight crews had to maintain a constant state of readiness
from the time they took off until the final touch down at
missions end.

The series of three photos below will serve to illustrate all
to well the consequences of just one aircraft failing to maintain
its proper interval within the heavy bomber ‘Box’. This type of
mishap was, unfortunately, not an uncommon occurrence
among bombers flying in tight defensive formations.




This series of strike photos is a vivid
testimony to the devastating potential of a well
executed precision daylight bombing raid dur-
ing World War II.

‘THE TARGET’
October 1943; the Focke-Wulf aircraft plant
located near Marienburg, Germany. At the time
this aerial reconnaissance photo was taken, this
particular facility was producing close to 50%
of all Fw190 Fighters for the Luftwaffe.

‘THE RAID’
Flying in tight formations with altitudes varying be-
tween 11,000 and 13,000 feet, approximately 10,000
feet below normal mission operational heights, 96 B-
17’s of the 4th and 13th Bomb Wings zero-in on the
Focke-Waulf plant.

‘THE RESULTS’
After action recon photos and the subsequent
intelligence report indicated that approxi-
mately 58% of all bombs dropped hit within
1,000 feet of their central aiming point and
83% hit within 2,000 feet of that mark. Mis-
sion result; the virtual destruction of one en-
emy aircraft manufacturing facility.
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The following diagrams will help illustrate the composition
+ a typical Combat Box based upon the Squadron Stagger Forma-
son. The first of these show three separate views of a Group
=+l formation. Each colored box represents a squadron, six air-
craft 10 a squadron, three squadrons to a group. Each squadron
within the group were staggered in layers in a manner similar to
at shown below. As previously mentioned, this was necessary
o facilitate both simultaneous release of bomb loads and to
maximize the defensive firepower of all aircraft within the for-
manon.

In order to accomplish these complicated aerial maneu-
vers it was imperative that every ship within the formation be
secognizable to all those within the formation. While pilots might
e allowed to individualize the nose of his ship with artwork,
e remainder of the aircraft was pretty much off limits. Every
letter, number, color and pattern had a specific meaning and
saiformity of these symbols was imperative to formation flying.

‘THREE GROUP COMBAT BOX FORMATION’
—l
=k
il
-

‘A’ BOX® LEAD ELEMENT
AND LEAD SHIP

‘" Box
@ALTITUDE

==
d

=

=

‘B’ Box
@ALTITUDE

i
"B

Hote: The low outside position within the Box
Farmation (red area) was often referred
to by aircrews as 'Coffin Corner’.

The photo below illustrates far better than words the narrow

margin for error involved in formation flying. It is also an
excellent example of unit identification markings.

By simply referencing the Group Symbol Index and turning
to the appropriate page, one can quickly determine that this B-17,
Serial No.48393 (no nickname), call letter “Y" was assigned to
the 709th Bombardment Squadron/447th Bombardment Group.

While the subject of AAF Defensive Bombardment Formations
during World War [I may at first seem somewhat beyond the over-
all scope of this texts primary theme, it was never-the-less
considered important that it be included.




15" BOMBARDMENT
(AIR) DIVISION

3% BOMBARDMENT
(AIR) DIVISION
=

B-17 GROUP TACTICAL MARKINGS/CIRCA MAY 1944

92t BOMB GROUP*PG.36
=

l |
303 BOMB GROUP*PG.52

35157 BOMB GROUP*PG.62

—

ZA]

94 BOMB GROUP*PG.40

I[ :|

95™ BOMB GROUP#PG.42

96™ BOMB GROUP*PG.44

—
- ___/

/W

3819 Boms GROUP-PG 66 398m BOMB GROUP-PG 84

-

AN

3791" Boms GRUUP- PG. 64 384m BomB GRoUP-PG 68

/A V.

4019 BomB Gnoup-m 86 457m BOMB om»m; 100

/El t:!

385'“ BomB GROUP-PG 70 447m BOMB GROUP'PG 92

Va vy

1()(1m BomB GROUP-PG 48 390m BoMB GROUP#PG.80

—

../"

/I}l /l

388m BOMB Gnom’-p(; 76 452 BoMB GROUP*PG.96
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1¥ BOMBARDMENT B-17 GROUP TACTICAL MARKINGS/CIRCA AUGUST 1944
(AIR) DIVISION e p— e —

2
S, |

915 BoMB GROU PePG.34 331“ BOMB GROUP*PG. 66 398" BoMB GROUP'PG 84

A

A Af"t""ﬂl p./ e

A A

e =

— : i '_.‘ =

92un BOMB GROUP*PG.36 305“' B{JMB GROUP*PG.54 306™ BOMB GROUP*PG.56

/'y '

3** BOMBARDMENT 3515 BOMB Gaow-p(; 62 4l)1=v1 BoME GROUPPG.86 457™ BOME GROUP#PG.100
(AIR) DIVISION

=
yiC2 /H\

'

7 N hr./j!r *'s qr

96" BOMB GROUP*PG.44 388" BOMB GROUP*PG.76 452 BOMB GROUP*PG.96
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B-24 GROUP TACTICAL MARKINGS/CIRCA MAY 1944

453m
BOMB
GrOUP
L]
PG.98
492w
BOMB
GrROUP
.
PG.120

448m
BoMB
GrOUP

PG.94

2% BOMBARDMENT
(AIR) DIVISION

4450
BomB
GroOUP

PG.88

389m

BomB

GrouUP
o

PG.78

392w
BoMB
GROUP

PG.82

.@

32 BOMBARDMENT
(AIR) DIVISION

487m
BoMB
GrouP

PG.112

493m
BomB
GrOUP

PG.122
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2 BOMBARDMENT B-24 GROUP TACTICAL MARKINGS/CIRCA JULY 1944

(AIR) DIVISION > cevin
" 389m 445m
' BOMB BoMB
GROUP GROUP
! PG. ?8 PG. ss

453k
BoMB
GroOUP

PG.98

44m 392un
BomB BoMmB
GRrRoOUP GR(]UP

4915
BOMB
Gnour

492x0
BoMB
GroOUP

PG.32 PG. 82 PG, 118 PG.120

93m 446m
BomB BomMB
GrouUP GROUP

PG.38 PG.90

458m 466m
BoMB BomB
GROUP GRrROUP
PG. 1{)2 PG.104

448m
BoMB
GROUP

489m
BoMB
GrOUP

PG.94 PG.114

467m
BoMB
GrRoOUP

PG.106

3= BOMBARDMENT
(AIR) DIVISION

341 BOMB GROUP*PG.30 490™ BOMB GROUP#PG.116 493w BOMB GROUP*PG.122 385" BOMB GROUPSPG.70
sFEBURARY 1945«




U.S. VIII BOMBER COMMAND/EIGHTH AIR FORCE
¢BOMBARDMENT GROUPS®
NUMERICAL LISTINGS WITH
SQUADRON ASSINGNMENTS
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ORGANIZATION & DEPLOYMENT
EIGHTH AAF/(VII]) BOMBER COMMAND

DIVISION

GROUP

SQUADRON g SQUADRON o SQUADRON 8 SQUADRON
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1s BomMB WING
1943-1945

2% BoMB WING
1942/1945

40™ BoMB WING
1943-1945

415 BoMB WING
1943-1945

67™ FTR WING
1944-1945

92» BoMB WING
1943

94™ BoMB WING
I 1943-1945
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I 2" BoMB WING

1943-1945
14™ BomMB WING
I 1943-1945
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I 1943-1945
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1944-1945

93&2 BoMB WING
I 1943-1945

96™ BoMB WING
1944-1945

3% BOMBARDMENT
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4m BoMB WING
1943-1945

1943-1945

o o

1943-1945

66™ FTR WING
1943-1945

o
H
g
Z
=
Z

1943-1945

1944-1945

:
:
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15 BOMB WING 1" BOMBARDMENT
1942-1945 (AIR) DIVISION
9]st 322 323k 324m 401

BoMB GROUP BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOoMB SQDN
92 325m 326m 327m 407m
BoMB GROUP BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN
93k 328m 329m 330™ 409m
97m 340m 3415 342w 414m
BoMB GROUP BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN
301 32 352 353k 419m™
BoMB GROUP M M BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN
303 358m 359m 360m™ 427m |
BOMB GROUP w —IM BoMB SQDN BOMB SODN |
305m 364m 365™ 366m™ 422x0
BOoMB GROUP BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN
306™ 367m 368m 369™ 423x0
BOMB GROUP BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMmB SQDN BoMB SQDN
351s 508™ 509m 510m 511m
BoMB GROUP BoMERB SQDN BOMB SODN BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN
379m 524m 525m 526 527m
BoMB GROUP BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN
381t 5328 533 534m 535m
BoMB GROUP BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN
384m 544m 545m 546™ 547m
BoMB GrROUP BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOoMB SQDN
398m 600™ 6015 602 603k
BoMB GROUP BOMB SODN BoMB SODN BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN
482w 812m 813m 814m w 406m |
BoMB GROUP BoMB SODN BoMB SODN BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN

(A) ATTACHED Nov '43-FEB'44
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2% BoMB WING 15 BOMBARDMENT
1942-1945 (AIR) DIVISION

44m 66™ 67m 68m 506m™
BoMB GROUP BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BOoMB SQDN
93re 328m 329m 330m 409™
BomB GROUP BoMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN
389m 564m 565m 566™ 567m
BOMB GROUP BOMB SODN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN
392 576m™ 577m 578m 579m
BoMB GrOUP BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN
445m 700m 701t 702x2 703%
BoMB GROUP BOMB SQDN | BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN
453 732xe 7330 734m 7351
BOMB GROUP BoMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN

40™ BoMB WING 15* BOMBARDMENT
1943-1945 (AIR) DIVISION

92xe 325m 326m 327m 407m
BoMB GROUP BoMB SQDN M BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN
305m 364m 365m 366m 42280
BoMB GROUP BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BoMB SODN
306™ 367m 368m 369m 423k
BOMB GROUP BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SODN BOMB SQDN
492x0 856m™ 857m 858m W 8§59m
BoMB GROUP BoMB SQDN BomMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN

(A) DETACHED DEC’44 T0 15TH SPECIAL GROUP (PROVISIONAL), MTO




41T BoMB WING 15" BOMBARDMENT
1943-1945 (AIR) DIVISION

303k 358m 359m 360m 427m
| BoMB GROUP BoMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BOMB SQDN
| 379u 524m 525 526 527
. | BoMB GrouP BOMB SQDN I BOME SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN
| 384m 544m 545m 546m 547m
- | BomB GRoUP BoMB SQDN I BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN

! 67™ FTR WING 15* BOMBARDMENT
1944-1945 (AIR) DIVISION

20m 55m 771 79m
S o O AN
352ue 328m 486™ 487m
FTR GROUP FTR SODN FTR SODN FTR SQDN
356 359m 360m 361s
FTR GROUP FTR SODN FTR SQDN FIR SQDN
359m 368 369m 370m
FTR GROUP FTR SQDN FTR SQDN FTR SQDN
| 3615t 374m 375m 376m
. FTR GROUP FTR SODN FTR SQDN FTR SQDN
' 364m 383k 384m 385w
| F1R GROUP FTR SQDN | FTR SQDN FTR SQDN
|




92 BoMB WING 15 BOMBARDMENT
1943-1945 (AIR) DIVISION

351s 508 509m 510m 511m
BoMB GROUP BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN
401s 612m 613 614m™ 615m™
BoMB GROUP — I BoMB SQDN I BoMB SODN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN
486™ 832w 833w 834m 835m
BoMB GnovP_M | BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BOMB SQDN
487w 836m 837m 838m 839
BomB GrROUP BoMB SODN BOoMB SQDN BoMB SODN BOoMB SODN

94 BoMB WING 15 BOMBARDMENT
1943-1945 (AIR) DIVISION

351% 508m 509 510m 511m
BomB GROUP —IM AI BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN

401= 612m 613m 614™ 615w
BomB GROUP BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN

4570 748m 749m 750 7515
BoMB GROUP BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN




2 BoMB WING 28 BOMBARDMENT
1943-1945 (AIR) DIVISION

44m 66 67m 68 506m™
BOMB GROUP BoMB SQDN —I BoMB SoDN BoMB SODN BOMB SQDN
93k 328m 330m™ 409m 329m
BoMB GROUP BoMB SQDN BomB SaDN BoME SQDN BomB SQDN
389m 564m 749m 750m™ 751
BoMB GrOUP BoMB SQDN BomB SQDN BoMB SODN BOMB SQDN
392w 576m 565 566 567m
BOMB GROUP BOMB SQDN BOoMB SODN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN
445m 700m™ 701s 702w 703x
BomMB GROUP I BoMB SQDN I BoMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN
453w 732w 733 734m 735m™
BOMB GROUP BoMB SQDN I BoMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN

14™ BoMB WING 2"» BOMBARDMENT
1943-1945 (AIR) DIVISION

44m 66 67m 68m 506
BOMB GROUP BOMB SQDN M BoMB SODN BoMB SODN
392w 576m 577m 578m 579w
BoMB GROUP BoMB SQDN BoMB SODN BOMB SQDN BOoMB SQDN
491« 848m 853w 854m 855m
BoMB GROUP BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMEB SQDN
492w 856m™ 857m 858m 859m
BomB GROUP BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN




20™ BoMB WING 280 BOMBARDMENT
1943-1945 (AIR) DIVISION

93ro 328m 329m 33011i 409
BoMB GROUP BoMB SQDN —I.BOLSQM OMB SODN BoMB SQDN
446m™ 704m 705 706m™ 707m
BoMB GROUP BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN
448m 712m 713m 714m 715m
BoMB GROUP BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BOMB SQDN
489™ 844m 845m 846m 847m
BoMB GrOUP BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN

65™ FTR WING 250 BOMBARDMENT
1943-1945 (AIR) DIVISION
4m 334m 335m 336m™
FTR GROUP FIR SabN ~— I FTR SQDN FTR SQDN
56m 615 62 63
FTR GROUP FTR SQDN FTR SQDN FTR SQDN
355™ 334 357m 358w
FTR GROUP FTR SQDN FTR SQDN FTR SQDN
361 374m 375m 376m
FIR GROUP FIR SQDN FTR SQDN FIR SQDN
479m 434m 435m 436m
FTR GROUP FTRSQDN FTR SQDN FTR SQDN




193 BoMB WING 25> BOMBARDMENT
1943-1945 (AIR) DIVISION
34m 34m 329m 490m 493w

iy Ly Ly 2 ey
490m 704m 705m™ 706m 707m

BoMB GrROUP BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN
493w " 712m 713m 714m 715m

- | BoMB GrROUP BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BOoMB SQDN BoMB SODN

96™ BoMB WING 2 BOMBARDMENT
1944-1945 (AIR) DIVISION

458™ 752w 753w 754™ 755™

o e —— v S ——] o S —— v oo ——] s o
466™ 784m 785 786™ 787m

| BoMB GrROUP BOMB SQDN BMB SQDN BMB SQDN BOMB SQDN
467™ 788m 789m 790m™ 791=

BoMB GrOUP BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BomB SQDN

26



4™ BoMB WING 3% BOMBARDMENT
1943-1945 (AIR) DIVISION
94m 331s 332w 3330 410m
BOMB GROUP BoMB SQDN —IM BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN
95m 334m 335m™ 336m 412m
BoMB GROUP BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BOoMB SQDN BomB SODN
96m™ 337m 338m 339m 413m
BoMB GROUP BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN
385m 548m 549m 550™ 551st
BoMB GROUP BomMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BOME SQDN BOMEB SQDN
388m 560™ 561 562w 563
BoMB GROUP BOMB SQDN BoMB SODN BoMB SQDN BoMB SODN
390m 568 569m™ 570m 571
BomB GrROUP BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN
447m 708 709m 710m™ 711
BOMB GROUP BoMB SQDN BomMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN

13™ BoMB WING 3k BOMBARDMENT
1943-1945 (AIR) DIVISION

95m 334 335™ 336™ 412m
BoMB GROUP BOMB SQDN '—ll.’.oLSqu BoMB SQDN BoMB SODN
100™ 349 350m 351 418m
BoMB GROUP BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN
390™ 568™ 569 570m 571s
BomB GROUP BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN
490™ 848 849m 350m 851
BoMB GROUP BOMB SQDN BOMBE SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMBE SQDN
493w 860 861+ 862x0 863
BoMB GROUP BoMB SQDN —M BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN




45w BoMB WING 3 BOMBARDMENT
1943-1945 (AIR) DIVISION

96m 337m 338m 339m 4]13m
BoMB GROUP w —I BoMB SODN BomB SODN BoMB SapN

388m 560m 561 562 563#
BoMB GROUP BoMB SODN BOoMRB SODN BoMB SODN BoMB SQDN

| 452m 728m 729m 730m 731
BomB GROUP BoMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN

66™ FTR WING 3k BOMBARDMENT
| 1943-1945 (AIR) DIVISION

55m 38m 338m 343w
FTR GROUP FTR SQDN —Im FTR SQDN
781 82nw 83w 84m
FTR GROUP FTR SQDN FTR SODN FTR SQDN
339m 503w 504m 505m
FTR GROUP FTR SQDN FTR SODN FTR SQDN
I 353w 350m 3519 352w
FIR GROUP I FIR SQDN | FTR SQDN | FIR SQODN
357m 3620 363w 364m
FTR GROUP FIR SQDN — I FTR SQDN FTR SQDN
| 358m 365™ 366 367m
FTR GROUP I FTR SODN | FTR SQDN I FIR SODN
359m™ 368m 369 370m
FTR GROUP FTR SQDN | FTR SQDN FTR SQDN
f 361 374m 375m 376m
FTR GROUP FTR SQDN FTR SQDN FTR SQDN




92~ BoMB WING 3k BOMBARDMENT
1943-1945 (AIR) DIVISION

3518 508™ 509 510™ 51]1m
BoMB GROUP BOMRB SQDN BOoMB SQDN BoMB SODN BoMB SQDN
401 612m 613 614m 615™
BomB GROUP BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN

486™ 8328 833w 834m 835m
BomMB GROUP BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN |
487m 836™ 837 838m 839m
BOMB GROUP BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BOoMB SODN

93 BoMB WING 3% BOMBARDMENT
1944-1945 (AIR) DIVISION
34m 4m 7m 18™ 391«

BoMB GROUP BomMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN
385m 548m 549m 550m 551s

BOMB GROUP BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN BoMB SQDN

49(Qm 848 849m 850m 851«
BoMB GROUP BOMEB SQDN BomB SQDN BOMB SQDN BoMB SQDN

493w 860 8615 862w 863%
BoMB GroUP BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN BOMB SQDN
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Most of the 34th’s original
B-24's were deployed with a
standard two-color camou-
\ flage application. Regula-
- tions called for the group to

display a 36" 'S’ within a 48"
X 60" rectangle on the top
right wing and both outward
facing tail fins.

Propeller bosses
painted in their
respective colors

were originally the
only identifying

squadron :
markings

High visibility markings began
appearing on 34thBG aircraft
in June, 1944 and called for
one-third of the forward tail

surfaces to be painted red, the
remainder to be painted white
(camouflaged aircraft) or left
as a natural metal finish.
Mo squadron letter codes were
displayed.

The 34th began its conversion to B-17's in ’
late 1944. The groups aircraft were some-

what distinctive in their lack of SD 110 )
squadron identification codes. These
aircraft displayed the wing and tail :
markings of the 93rd CBW -

o

4m BMB SQDN 7™ BMB SQDN 18™ BMB SQDN 391s* BMB SQDN




¢34TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e The 34thBG did adopt for use on their B-17’s, the application
‘VALOR TO VICTORY’ in squadron colors of a 24 ™ nose stripe similar to that depicted in

the illustration below. The last three digits of the aircraft serial

STATION N0.156 number was often, but not always, paginled in 107-12" black
MENDLESHAM A/F, SUFFOLK letters on the lower area of the color band just below the cheek guns.

*CAMPAIGNS®
ANTISUBMARINE, AMERICAN THEATER
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ®* NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ¢ RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE * CENTRAL EUROPE
*ASSIGNED EIGHTH AIR FORCE®
APRIL, 1944-JuLy, 1945

A rectangular tactical identification configuration similar to
those below were a further adaptation of the 34thBG late in the
war. These consisted of three 12" black stripes, approximately
36" in height, interspaced between three 12" stripes of each
squadrons respective color. These markings were sometimes
applied in a checkerboard pattern incorporating the same color
schemes. When painted on the group’s aircraft they were
positioned just below the rear gunners station. It appears that the
application of these patterns was not obligatory and not all ships
were so adorned. Some gunners reportedly felt that such mark-
ings served little purpose other than to provide enemy pilots with
a convenient aiming point on their station when attacking from
the rear.

For some reason the 34th Bomb Group elected not to display
the assigned SD 110 squadron codes on its aircraft. This policy
was adopted upon the groups initial deployment in England with
its original allocation of B - 24 Liberators and would continue to
be adhered to even after the groups transition to B-17's. 1t was
not until after the end of hostilities in Europe that the 34thBG
was required to apply standard unit identification markings as
part of the Army’s ‘anti-buzzing’ efforts.

This war time photo of the *Flying Dutchman’ s/n 43-38286
belonging to the 7th Bomb Squadron clearly shows the lack of
customary unit tactical markings among 34thBG aircraft.

Although the squadron insignia dépicted on the facing page
was the authorized version for the 4th Bomb Squadron, the above
image was the popular variation displayed by this unit during
WWIL At the time of this writing many 34th BG veterans associa-
tions still recognize this insignia as representing the 4th BS.
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The ‘circle A" configuration began to appear
on 44thBG aircraft in the summer of 1943,
shortly after return of detachments tempo-
rarily assianed to duty in North Africa.

varied in size from between 69" to 72" in diameter. The
48" high letter ‘A’ was typically 48" to 52” in height.

Allied 1.D. marker dis-
layed on tails of
By a's that ceroeP  The 44thBG adopted

temporarily in N. Africa. the following system of
aircraft call-letters in
The new high-visiability markings first began to November, 1944;

appear in May, 1944. When applying these A+ e I+
markings to camouflaged aircraft the entire 3
outer tail surface was often painted white #*
over which the black band was applied. "

Propeller bosses

were painted in

squadron colors
beginning in
early 1944

A v Z

]

! = - - | A munv Z

L

. : The letter ‘I’ was never
. ] known to have been used
e by the 68th or 506th
Bomb Squadrons.

— _ 506thBS-- B ¥ ¥ 4

66™ BMB SQDN 67™ BMB SQDN 68™ BMB SQDN 506™ BMB SQDN




¢44TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e These three aircraft belonging to the 66th Bomb Group show
THE ‘FLYING FIGHT BALLS' the application ol the highwisilbilily markings to natural metal
STATION NO.115 surfaces. In addition to the partially ob__ﬂcured_code letters on the
. fuselage, the absence of a bar or plus sign adjacent to the tail fin
SHIPDHAM A/F-NORFOLK call-letter helps identify the aircraft in the foreground as belong-
¢CAMPAIGNS® ing to the 68th Bomb Squadron.
ANTISUBMARINE, AMERICAN THEATER ‘
AIR COMBAT, EAME THEATER
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE * SICILY
NAPLES-FOGGIA * NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ® RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE ¢ CENTRAL EUROPE

¢ ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
OCTOBER, 1942-JUNE, 1945

The application of the Flying Eight Ball insignia to aircraft was a
common practice in all squadrons of the 44th Bomb Group.
This photo depicts the 44 BG's war weary assembly ship with the
group insignia painted on the left side of the aircraft’s nose.
Although very faint in this image, the individual squadron color
rings are nevertheless somewhat discernible.

Although the insignia depicted on the facing page was
the ‘semiofficial’ unit marker for the 44thBG ( finally approved
in 1951), the Flying Eight Ball image is the symbol that best
represents this unit during the course of World War 1. Being an
unofficial unit emblem there were several variations to this design
in both line and color configuration. These variants however were
minimal and this image was never mistaken as representing
anything other than the 44th Bombardment Group.

The 44th’s ‘semiofficial® group insigif@®was not the only
casualty of war. The cartoon depicted above was designed by
Disney Studios for the 67th Bomb Squadron prior to the 44thBG’'s

The Group insignia is identified by the application of all four  deployment overseas, and was officially approved by the Army
squadron colors within the confines of the drawings ‘nose’  in July, 1943. For whatever reasons, this image was shelved when
regardless of configuration. As a means of individual identifica-  the unit shipped out for England, a not uncommon occurrence
tion, each squadron applied its specific color code to this same  and many other stateside/peacetime generated insignia were to
arca as can be seen on the preceding page. share a similar fate.

(© Disney Enterprises, Inc.
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In late 1942 the other three groups
then attached to the 1st CBW applied
squadron codes and call letters in a
light blue-grey color, while the 91st
opted to display their markings
utilizing standard Insiania Yellow.

The 91stBGs ‘Triangle A" were applied in the early
summer months of 1943 and called for a 72"
equilateral white (later black) triangle. The ‘A’ was
approximately 48" in height and was applied with
Insignia Blue Paint. Later applications would call
for the "A’ to be painted

white or masked out &=
to allow the natural
metal surface to
show through.

The 91st began receiving natural-metal finish B-17Gs in March
1944, and by early summer the 1st CBW high-visibility wing
and tail markings had begun to appear on both painted and
unpainted wing and tail surfaces of all 91st Bomb Group aircraft.

[

322 BMB SQDN

E g LTI A D O aaaee. B B e

401" BMB SQDN
(©) Capp Emerprises, Inc.
All rights reservrd

323 BMB SQDN 324™ BMB SQDN
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91T BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
‘THE RAGGED IRREGULARS'
oSTATION NO.121e

BASSINGBOURN A/F « CAMBRIDGESHIRE
*CAMPAIGNS®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ®* NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ® RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE * CENTRAL EUROPE
*ASSIGNED EIGHTH AIR FORCEe®
SEPTEMBER, 1942-]JUNE, 1945

Upon its deployment to England the 91stBomb Group was first
equipped with two color camouflaged B-17Fs. Some, but not all of
these would received a further treatment of Medium Green paint
applied to the Olive Drab upper surface in a random variegate pat-
tern. This ‘field application’ was a crude means of providing addi-
tional camouflaging protection, The 91stBG saw its first action in
November 1942 and within a month the newly assigned squadron
codes and call letters began to appear on all group aircraft. The
photo below depicts a typical 91stBG marking configuration. The
blue and white national insignia would indicate a post September
1943 time frame for this particular photograph.

To the right can be seen the distinctive high visibility tail markings
of the 1stCBW that began to appear on 91st BG aircraft in the early
summer of 1944, Note that the Insignia Blue on white ‘Triangle A’
configuration has been replaced with a white-on-black application.
On painted aircraft the “A’ was applied with Insignia Yellow over
2 black triangle and this remained the standard until wars end.

The photo below abounds with clues which, when taken as a whole,
provides the researcher with enough facts to trace this aircrafts’
deployment history. (A) The “Triangle A" on the tail denotes this as
belonging to the 91st Bomb Group. (B) The national insignia dis-
played on this ship was replaced by the familiar red outlined ‘star
and bars’ pattern in June, 1943. (C) Squadron markings were first
applied to 91st Bomb Group aircraft in December, 1942. These
particular markings tell us that this B-17 was assigned to the 323rd
Bomb Squadron with the call-letter *P". (D) Even though the first
digits of the aircraft serial number are partially obscured or miss-
ing in this photo, the remaining four digits are legible and thus
helpful in further research. (E) Judging by the open in-line waist
gun positions this would appear to be an ‘F’ series B-17. It should
be noted however, that some of the early ‘G’ series were produced
with this configuration prior to converting to a staggered gun win-
dow pattern.

In the above photo, application of the
Insignia Blue ‘A’ on a white triangle can
be clearly seen on the aircrafts top right
wing surface.

g
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SD110 codes first began to appear on
92nd BG aircraft in December, 1942.
36" high squadron letters were
applied in colors ranging from a
blue-grey to a light grey.

. y
eER STRONGER TAS g

The ‘Triangle B’ device was introduced to 92nd BG ships
in June, 1943, Specifications called for a 60” pattern and
a 72" pattern applied to the tail and top right wing re-
spectively. Although these specifications called for the
letter in Insignia Blue, black was a common substitute.

The use of color as a The addition of a 48" wide red band
means of identifica- to all 92nd BG tail sections was

tion was limited and implimented in August, 1944,
sporadic within the

92nd. The one excep-
tion was the 327th
Bomb Squadron . . = :
which, in the summer _§" }§ - T N
of 1944, adopted the ; o
practice of painting all
its' aircrafts propeller
bosses blue.

= The regulation governing placement of the call-
letter and squadron code was modified in April, 1943,

407™ BMB SODN

325™ BMB SODN 326™ BMB SQDN 327™ BMB SQDN

@ Newspaper Enterprises Association, Inc.
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*92ND BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e The aerial shot below gives the researcher a good view of the
‘HIGHER*STRONGER*FASTER’ groups second generation ‘Triangle B in its” standard location out-
eSTATION NO.102e board the top right wing surface. Beginning in early 1944 the group

marker began to be applied to the underside of their aircrafts’ left

ALCONBURY A/F ¢ HUNTINGDONSHIRE wing as well. This application was not unique to the 92nd but was

*CAMPAIGNS® in fact a policy adapted by the 40th CBW for all units under its’
ANTISUBMARINE, AMERICAN THEATER commBad.
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ® NORMANDY .
NORTHERN FRANCE ¢ RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE ¢ CENTRAL EUROPE

eASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
AUGUST, 1942-JuLy, 1945

Below is a good tail shot of a transition period 92nd BG air-
craft. Note that this example has adopted the revised squadron code/
call-letter configuration on the fuselage and displays the groups
triangle marker, but lacks the application of a horizontal red stripe
to the rear horizontal stabilizer. Given what is known about these
markings, the date of this photo can probably be safely estimated
as falling somewhere between June 1943 and August 1944.

With the exception of a few limited tactical missions
during the months of September and October 1942, the
92nd Bomb Groups combat operations did not get under
way in full scale until May, 1943. As with all of the first
Eighth AF bombardment groups to deploy in England,
wircraft markings were sparce, consisting of little more
than the national insignia applied to wing and fuselage
surfaces and the aircrafts identification number affixed to:
the tail,

Left: A couple of 92nd Bomb Group ground crew personnel pose
for a snapshot in front of two B-17Fs, obviously assigned to the
325th Bomb Squadron.

The photo below is an excellent example of a late war 92nd BG
tactical marking configuration.
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The 'Circle B’ marking began appearing on 93rd BG aircraft
in late August of 19435, Application called for a white disk
between 69" and 72" in diameter with a 36" high Insignia
Blue 'B’. These were to be painted on the top right outboard
wing surface as well as the outfacing top section of both
fins. Aircraft call-letter and identification numbers were to
remain in Insignia Yellow.

In the last few
months of the
war the 409th
Sqdn. adopted
a practice of
painting the
outer engine
cowling rings
with Insignia
yellow.

In March 1944 the 93rd began the use of squad-
ron codes. Black was selected for B-24s with
metal finishes, white for camouflaged.

" — In May of 1944 the 93rd BG adopted
the use of yellow outfacing tail surfaces. This change in-
cluded the application of a vertical black stripe measuring
approximately 30" in width.The new desian retained the use
of a centered, 28" yellow call-letter.

328™ BMB SQDN 329" BMB SQDN 330™ BMB SQDN 409™ BMB SODN




¢93RD BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e An interesting shot from a position on top of the left wing look-
‘THE TRAVELLING CIRCUS’ ing down over the number two engine cowling. This angle affords

a good view of the 409th Bomb Squadrons *Panda’ insignia affixed
® @
STATION No.104 just below the navigators window. The 409th seemingly took a great

HARDWICK AF-NORFOLK COUNTY deal of pride in this symbol as it pops-up numerous times in photo

¢CAMPAIGNSe® records of the 93rd Bomb Group. The other three squadrons appar-

ANTISUBMARINE, AMERICAN THEATER ently did not share this affinity for their respective insignia as these

AIR COMBAT, EAME THEATER symbols are rarely seen applied to aircraft in war time photographs.

EGYPT-LIBYA ¢ TUNISIA Some of the 330th BGs aircraft did, however adopt a ‘whale face’

SICILY * NAPLES-FOGGIA configuration reflective of the squadrons official insignia. These

AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ®* NORMANDY designs were painted on the noses of several of the units B-24s
NORTHERN FRANCE * RHINELAND using black and white paint.

ARDENNES-ALSACE * CENTRAL EUROPE

¢ ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
SEPTEMBER, 1942-MAY, 1945

This unexpected visit at Watton A/F by a B-24D of the 93rdBG
took place in November, 1943. Of special interest is the 409th Squad-
rons insignia painted on the nose and the national insignia still car-
ries the red outline which had been officially replaced with Insig-
nia Blue two months earlier.

The 93rd was the first American B-24 unit to be deployed
to England and entered combat on October 9 1942, shortly
after its arrival. In November three of the groups four squad-
rons, the 328th, 330th and 409th, were detached TDY to North
Africa for combat duty with the Twelfth and later the Ninth
AF. These squadrons returned to England in late February,
1943, but the Group would be detached for temporary duty
with the Ninth AF on two more occasions. It was these very
assignments that earned the group its nickname;

‘The Traveling Circus’.

Prior to the adaptation of the *Circle B' devise, B-24s of the 93rd
displayed little more on their fins than a call-letter and the aircrafts’
individual L.D. number applied with Insignia Yellow. Those air-
craft returning from deployment in North Africa carried a tri-color
18X24 inch RAF fin flash like that depicted in the illustration to
the left. Although not authorized for display by American bombers
based in Great Britain, these devises nevertheless remained on 93rd
BG B-24s until finally removed in the late summer of 1943.
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With the introduction of the new ‘star and bars’ national
insignia, the 36" high light grey squadron codes were
moved forward over the rear wing area or .,
eliminated altogether, leaving only a 36" 4 |
call-letter aft the waist gunners station. /

GROUP (HEAVY) =" S——
Insignia never officially = Wi
ith the arrival of natural
SRPLOVEIBYIS SIS metal finished B-17Gs in
; March 1944, the group
Z?e pr?c"t:ce marker became a black
app:j\:or% square with a white or un-
s;q'g:.t int painted ‘A’. The tips of the
Eo d e?; 0 wings and the entire tail and
all engine This all metal finish B-17G is a representation ;:2; 2?;:32:1?&', : tabiﬂr:;::; 5:';:
cowlings of a classic late war, high profile tactical marking (60 BesIsnin i|:r>‘a Feb 'ZS
began scheme as adopted by the 94th in January, g g ;
in early 1945. The chevron wing pattern, adopted in s
Feb.’45. December ‘44, consisted of 36" to 48" /' W& N 171 =ﬁ
wide bands and was also applied to 4 \ \ |
the under side of the left wing. '|3ajl _ ([ § ! |
| F : o | i\ \\III |
I = - _I-J . ‘\:"'- IS | f
— : 1. [ 11
= (]|
\(\\L*'—;lj

T ‘n".u [l ELL

Ky o4 A A A 44 4 B

|

3315t BMB SQDN 332 BMB SODN 333 BMB SQDN 410™ BMB SQDN
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*94TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
‘CUNNING*RUGGED*COURAGEOUS’
oSTATION N0.468e
BURY ST EDMUNDS AF ¢ SUFFOLK COUNTY
¢CAMPAIGNS®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ® NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ® RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE ® CENTRAL EUROPE
¢ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
MAY, 1943-juLy, 1945

The 94th entered combat within a month of its arrival in En-
gland. The groups inventory of B-17Fs were a standard Olive Drab,
dark with a Neutral Grey applied to the under surfaces. Squadron
codes were applied soon after the group settled in at its new base.

The 94th Bomb Groups marker was adopted at about the same
time and called for a 487X60" white rectangle which was to in-
clude a 36™ high Insignia Blue letter ‘A’, in practice however, this
rectangular configuration would sometimes more closely resemble
a square. Within a few months the design specifications were modi-
fied to allow for 48" X48" application to the tail assembly, the spec’s
for the letter remained the same.

This formation shot of B-17Fs reveals little initial information
for the researcher other than the obvious tail marker of the 94th
Bomb Group. With this as a starting point however, we have the
lead aircrafts’ serial number and call-letter and a little research into
the groups history and the ship in the foreground is identified as
*Virgins Delight’ belonging to the 333rd Bomb Squadron.

This 3/4 aft view of B-17F *Northern Queen’ provides a fairly
good detail shot of a 94th BG marker configuration. Of special
note here is the difference in the grey values on the tail section. At
first glance this ship could be mistaken as belonging to the Ist Com-
bat Bomb Wing due to the darker center tail area which, in a black
and white photo, might be misconstrued as an application of red
paint, the tactical markings of the 91st, 38 1st and 398th Bomb Sqdns.

The bottom illustration and photograph are submitted as further
evidence that there are no absolutes when it comes to the study of
AAF insignia and markings during World War Two. The squadron
insignia featured on the previous page is one representation of the
emblem for the 333rd Bomb Squadron during the war, and we hap-
pen to have this photo to verify its existence and use. On the other
hand we have the image below which appears to have been an ear-
lier insignia. In neither one of these cases however were the de-
signs ever officially approved by the ‘proper authority’, so the prob-
lem becomes one of deciding which of the two should be included
in the text as representing the 333rd BG. The fact is that they both
represent the 333rd, only at different times. Thus both are presented
herein and the reader is free to make a subjective evaluation as to
which is the better of the two.

[t should be mentioned that the 94th BG insignia depicted on the
facing page was never officially approved and several variations
are known to exist, this being one of the more elaborate designs.
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The 95th received its’
first natural metal finish
B-17Gs in March 1944,

In June 1943 the first standardized tactical
markers for the 95th called for 60"X 72" 4+
white rectangle with a 48" Insignia Blue //
‘B’ affixed to the upper outboard /
surface of all squadron aircraft.

-- VIIl Bomber Command also specified that a 48"X
48" square ora 48"X 56" white rectangle be applied to both
sides of the upper fin area and include a 40" insignia Blue
letter ‘B’ therein. This configuration was to include the stan-
dard 15” aircraft I.D. number with a 28" call-letter, both ap-
plied with yellow paint. Squadron code letters were 48" blue-

The group marker arey except for the 412th BS which opted for 36" sky-blue
became a black - - letters. In all cases these codes were positioned over the
square with a ~ In January 1945 the 95th rear wing area, and an additional call-letter located just aft
white or un- adopted the use of a red the waist gunners window. When the revised national insig-
painted 'B’ 48" wide diagonal stripe to nia (AN--9a) was introduced, squadron code letters were
of various the upper right and lower simply over painted.

letter styles. left wing surfaces.

. After undergoing an on-again /off-again policy,
| the 95th finally abandoned squadron codes

| and call-letters from their aircraft fuselages
aitogether in late December, 1944

B

For a brief period in
early 1943, the 95th
BG used this image
as a tactical tail
marker on all its in-
ventory of B-17Fs.

412™ BMB SQODN

334™ BMB SQDN 335™ BMB SODN 336™ BMB SQDN




«95TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
‘JUSTICE WITH VICTORY’
STATION No0.119
HORHAM A/F-SUFFOLK
¢CAMPAIGNS®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ® NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ® RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE ® CENTRAL EUROPE
¢ ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
MAY, 1943-JUNE, 1945

The 95th Bomb Group wasted no time after its deployment in
England, jumping into combat within weeks of setting up shop first
at Framlingham then Horham Air Fields. Upon its arrival in the British
Isles the 95th employed a unique method of squadron identifica-
tion, a hypothetical example of which is presented below:
Each vertical 12" long bar represented one
of the four squadrons comprising the 95th
BG, thus;

one stripe.........334th Bomb Squadron
two stripes.......335th Bomb Squadron
three stripes.....336th Bomb Squadron
four stripes......412th Bomb Squadron

The group did not long retain this configuration once it reached
England, but this particular use of linear patterns constituted a rather
unique early solution to the problem of individual squadron iden-
tification, and as such warranted inclusion within this text.

The 95th BG began making
use of paint allocations in
March, 1944. Each squadron
was directed to apply a 12" band
of its’ respective color just aft the
lexiglass nose cone as a means
of identification. Additionally,
some aircraft had the last three
digits of its serial number
painted in black on the nose area.

The similar application of a
band of squadron color just be-
low the tail gunners station was
encouraged but not a group re-
quirement. In January 1945, the
95th began applying a 48" wide
band of red paint to the vertical
stabilizers on all its aircraft. This
color configuration measured
approximately 48” in width and
conformed to the angle of the
fins trailing edge, starting at the
top of the fin and terminating at
the shelf area of the empennage.

The two photographs above show the application of
the 95th BG tactical marker to the upper right wing
surface. Additionally, although barely discernible in
this image. the diagonal red wing stripe denoting the
95th Bomb Group can nevertheless be detected in the
lower photo.

To the left is an excellent ‘on-the-job’ photo giving
a good glimpse of the original tactical tail markings of
a 95th bomber. This ship carries the newer Type 3 or 4
national insignia with what appears to be a yellow or
white contour outline.
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The Square 'C’ unit marker began appearing on 96th BG
B-17Fs in June, 1943. Specifications called for a white
48"(H) X 54" rectandle on the fin and 60”(H)

K 72" (W) on the upper right wing, both
to incorporate an Insignia Blue letter 'C’.
In practice this square configuration
varied from one ship to another.

@ The onginal 96th aircraft codes were
applied using somewhat narrow 36" high light arey
letters but this color was changed to white in the
latter part of ‘43, The call-letter was approximately
24" in height and applied in both yellow and white.

The 96th received its first allocation of metal finished The 413th Bomb Squadron
B-17Gs in March ‘44, The white group marker and all was designated as the lead
letter codes became black and the blue 'C’ was there— Pathfinder tnit for the Srd Air
after applied in white. In January'd45, red ‘ Division in February 1944.
color bands, each measuring 56" wide Shortly thereafter the group
with a 60" separation were added to marker was removed from

the fin as well as the top right and all 413th Pathfinder aircraft.
bottom left wing surfaces areas.

337™ BMB SQDN 338™ BMB SQDN 339™ BMB SQDN 413™ BMB SQDN
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*96TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
‘IT IS ALWAYS THE HOUR'
*STATION N0.138e
SNETTERTON HEATH A/F-NORFOLK
*CAMPAIGNSe®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ® NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ® RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE * CENTRAL EUROPE
oASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
MAY,1943-]JuLy,1945

I

96th Bomb Group aircraft began receiving group recognition
markings soon after its deployment to England. With the later in-
troduction of staggered waist gun stations, the arrangement of squad-
ron codes to the fuselage became a rather random affair. On one
ship the squadron code and call-letter might be grouped together
while another more or less adhered to specifications. Placement of
these codes often resembled something more akin to a game of
‘pin-the-tail-on-the-donkey” than adherence to established guidelines.

These two battle damage
photos provide a fairly good
close-up look of the applica-
tion of an early 96th Bomb
Group Tactical tail marking
and the standard placement
of the squadron code and air-
craft call-letter to the fuse-
lage. Note that the serial
numbers on the tail have not
been filled in and stencil lines
are still evident.

The bottom left photograph shows the proper size and place-
ment of a first pattern blue-on-white 96th BG tactical wing marker.
When studying a large number of period photos relating to the
96th, a variety of shapes pertaining to this particular image be-
comes apparent. Applications varied from an true square to rect-
angular configurations, some applied vertically, others horizontally.

In July 1944 the 96th issued color codes to
all squadrons except the 413th, due to its low
profile status as a Pathfinder unit. These codes
manifested themselves as 6” paint bands ap-
plied just aft the ships nose cone. Use of these
color bands became infrequent by January
1945. It was during this period that the 96th
began the sporadic painting of the last three
serial number digits to the aircraft’s nose. This
treatment was not rigidly adhered to however,
and not all squadron B-17s were so marked.
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The 97th BG was transferred from the Eighth to the Twelfth
Air Force before the introduction of any EighthAF group or
squadron markings. The only distinguishing characteris-
T BOMBARDMEN tic on 97thBG B-17Fs was the addition of a 2” to 4"
GROUP (HEAVY) yellow surround to the national insignia on both fuselage
and wings. This marking was, at the time,a
standard application for U.5. aircraft serving
in the United Kinadom in September

of 1942, This surround continued to be
displayed by 97th bombers for some
time after their transfer from the
Eighth Air Force.

340™ BMB SQDN 3415 BMB SODN 342 BMB SQDN 414™ BMB SQDN
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*97TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
‘THE HOUR HAS COME’
oSTATION N0.110 & 106e
POLEBROOK A/F & GRAFTON-UNDERWOOD A/F

*CAMPAIGNSe®
ANTISUBMARINE, AMERICAN THEATER
AIR COMBAT, FAME THEATER
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ¢ TUNISIA
SICILY*NAPLES-FOGGIA * ANZIO * NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ® SOUTHERN FRANCE
NORTH APENNINES ® RHINELAND
CENTRAL EUROPE ¢ PO VALLEY
e ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
JUNE, 1942-NOVEMBER, 1942

Even though their assignment to the Eighth Air Force was for a
brief period, the 97th Bomb Group nevertheless flew a total of six-
teen combat missions while so assigned, and in spite of the fact that
this unit was totally devoid of individual group/squadron markings,
it was considered important that it be included in this work. A quick
review of the 97th Bomb Groups campaign credits (as listed above)
attests to the fact that this units combat involvement did not end
with its’ transfer from the Eighth Air Force. The 97th went on to
serve with distinction with the Twelfth and later the Fifteenth Air
Forces, but this period of the groups history has been relegated to a
subsequent volume.

This insignia was designed by Disney Studios for
the 342nd Bombardment Squadron when the 97th
Bomb Group was stationed in Florida at either MacDill
Field or Sarasota-Bradenton Air Field. Whether or not
this insignia was ever displayed by the 342nd once the
97th deployed to England is unknown, but it is nice
visual part of the units history, and thus deemed ap-
propriate to be included herein.

(C) Disney Enterprises, Inc.
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In July ‘43 the 100th BG adopted the use of the now
famous 'Square D' tactical marker. The original speci-
fications called for a 48" White square on the

upper tail fin area and a 66" square on the
upper right wing surface, both of which
to incorporate a 36" Insignia Blue ‘D',

Squadron codes and call-letters were

Propellor bosses were
painted in squadron
colors towards the
end of 1944. 4

Similiary, 12"
color bands

added to the fuselages about a month earlier. These were
36" tall letters applied with bluish-grey paint. Sky Blue
was used as a substitute on some later applications pre-
sumably due to a shortage of the original specified color.
A additional 24" yellow call-letter was affixed to the fin,
Just below the 15" aircraft identification number.

were applied
Just aft the
nose cones
in early '45.

In March 1944 the 100th received its’ first consignment
of natural metal finished B-17Gs. Group tactical

A 36" wide diagonal black
band began appearing on
100th BG aircraft in early
1945. These devises
were affixed to the
upper right and lower
left outboard wing
surface areas.

units camouflaged aircraft except that the
squares were converted to black

and the letter therein to white. __

In February 1945 the 100th further adopted
| - the use of an all black rudder as a means of complying
v with the directive relating to high visibility markings.

418™ BMB SQDN

3515 BMB SQDN

350™ BMB SQDN

349™ BMB SQDN
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¢100TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
‘THE BLOODY HUNDREDTH’
*STATION N0.139e
THORPE ABBOTTS A/F * NORFOLK
¢CAMPAIGNSe®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ® NORMANDY

NORTHERN FRANCE ¢ RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE * CENTRAL EUROPE
¢ ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
JUNE,1943-JuLy,1945

The 100th Bomb Group was late in adopting the high-visibility
tactical markings to their aircraft. Originally, the black configura-
tion applied to the fin overlapped the rudder to extend upwards to
the tip of the tail itself. This method of identification was short
lived however and the application of black paint was soon limited
to the confines of the rudder proper.

In some cases involving natural metal finishes, especially on later
B-17G series, the letter *D” was left unpainted with the metal sur-
face showing through the surrounding black square.

There is an interesting
little story behind the photo
to the left, but for the sake
of continuity to the theme of
this work, we'll have to focus
our attention on the 350th
BS insignia signboard di-
rectly behind the two officers.

The top salvage yard photo affords us with an unusual but nev-
ertheless informative view of the placement and relative sizes of
both the first pattern tail and wing tactical markings.

The next image illustrates the starboard fuselage application on
both the aircraft call-letter (aft of the waist gun window) and the
squadron code, located on a slightly higher plane, over the rear
wing area.

Directly below is a good period photo depicting a B-17G
of the 418th Bomb Sqdn. Even with the fuselage squadron
code markings obscured by the wing, this ships assignment
can be established by the red color code markings applied to
the propeller bosses and the nose cone area.

The airborne photo at the bottom provides good detail look
of the port side application of all tactical markings as applied
to a camouflaged 350th Bomb Squadron aircraft.
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The 301st was another group that had no sooner sewn on
their Eighth Air Force patches when they found themselves
on their way to North Africa with a transfer to the Twelfth
Air Force. Their departure preceded the application of any
distinguishing 8thAF tactical markings. However
brief their stay in England may have been,
they did serve with the Eighth and have thus
been included in this work in spite of the
lack of any Eighth AF tactical adornment.

“N24404

32 BMB SQDN 352 BMB SQDN 3538 BMB SQDN 419™ BMB SQODN
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*301ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
‘WHO FEARS ?’
*STATION N0.139e
THORPE ABBOTTS A/F-NORFOLK
*CAMPAIGNSe®
AIR COMBAT, EAME THEATER
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ¢ TUNISIA
SICILY ® NAPLES-FOGGIA ® ANZIO * ROME-ARNO
NORMANDY ® NORTHERN FRANCE
SOUTHERN FRANCE ¢ NORTH APENNINES
RHINELAND ¢ CENTRAL EUROPE ¢ PO VALLEY
*ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
AUGUST, 1942-NOVEMBER, 1942

The group insignia for the 301st was approved by the Army in
1942 while the 32nd Bomb Squadron insignia dates back to 1936.
The 352nd, 353rd, and 419th Bomb Squadrons all had insignia ap-
proved in 1957, 1959 and 1961 respectively. At the time of this
writing however, no information regarding war time insignia for
either of these three squadrons was available.
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The unit crest displayed
by the 303rd during
WWII differed slightly
from the :
approved
version as
depicted
above.

Gnovp (HEAW)

The 305 first adopted call-letters in October '42. These
were 56" high and painted on the tail in yellow or white.
Two months later Squadron |.D. codes
were assigned and these along with
an additional call-letter were affixed
as 48" yellow letters to each side
of the aircrafts fuselage.

When the new AN-l-9a national insignia was
introduced in June ‘43, the new bars were often simply
painted over the existing squadron code. The group
marker was adopted in midsummer of ‘43 and called for a
72" equilateral white triangle incorporating an Insignia Blue
letter 'C’. This device was applied to the tail surfaces and
the upper right outboard wing tip. These marker colors
were changed to a white letter on a black triangle with the
first consignment of natural metal finish B-17Gs in March ‘44.

High visibility markings were officially adopted by

the 303rd in August '44. Both tail and wing -

markers were roughly the same dimensions, 4
however, the wing application lacked the 4
squadron code letter and aircraft /

The letter at the apex of the red
- triangle denoted each aircrafts
. squadron assignment, i.e;

identification number.

1--------358th BS
2---------350th BS
3.-eee-360th BS
T 427th BS

In some later cases the

fuselage codes were
eliminated altogether
on replacement aircraft.

358™ BMB SQDN

359™ BoMB SQDN

427"* BOMB SQDN

360™ BoMB SQDN

-
b3



Tail shot of ‘GI Sheets’ of
the 427th BS shortly after it
crash landed near Soiver-St-
Gery, Belgium, 29Jan44, The
only unburned section of this
aircraft affords a detail view
of the application of the
303rd’s BG's first pattern
marker and tail lettering. Note
= the unfilled stencil breaks on

. the aircraft’s [.D. numbers.

*303RD BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
‘MIGHT IN FLIGHT’

*STATION NO.107e
MOLESWORTH A/F-NORFOLK
*CAMPAIGNSe®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE * NORMANDY

NORTHERN FRANCE ® RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE ® CENTRAL EUROPE

e ASSIGNED FIGHTH AFe
SEPTEMBER, 1942-MAY, 1945

This image is a more accurate repre-
sentation of the insignia displayed by the
303rd Bomb Group during the war years.

For the real insignia buffs, this was an
early design of the 427th BS just prior to
its’ Bugs’ Bunny look-alike replacement.

©

Prior to the actual adoption of the 303rd’s high-visibility mark-
ings, all squadron codes and call-letters were applied with black
paint on natural metal finish replacement aircraft.

When the 24" red outline was added to the 303rd’s triangle
marker, the image size measured approximately ten feet on all lin-
ear planes. This necessitated the lowering of the triangle from its’
original position to accommodate for the larger overall image size.
On some later applications the inner triangle was left unpainted
with the ‘C” applied in black paint directly to the metal tail surface.

The two photos immediately above and below show the applica-
tion of the 303rd BG's high-visibility tail markings on both natural
metal finished and a camouflaged group B17-Gs. Note that the yel-
low lettering within the red containment areas does not read all that
well in war time b&w photography.

An unusual applica-
tion of ‘nose art’ to the
starboard fuselage code.
The ship was ‘Two

| Beauts' of the 358th
Bomb Squadron.

An interesting shot of then Lt. Clark Gable who had just com-
pleted his first combat mission aboard ‘Eight Ball’ on 4May43. As
evidenced by the squadron fuselage code, ‘Eight Ball’ was a B17-F
assigned to the 359th Bomb Squadron. Gable was actually assigned
to the 508th BS / 351st BG but hitched a ride with the 303rd to
begin work on the war time recruitment documentary ‘Combat
America’ that he was producing on behalf of the Army Air Corps.
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Many of the first B-17Fs assigned to the 305th received
an edging treatment of Shade 42 Medium Green paint.
At this time Luftwaffe attacks were still a very real cause
for concern. The addition of this third color would, it
was hoped, help break up the aircraft's silhouette
from the air. In June ‘43 a 96" equilateral :
white triangle with an Insignia Blue

letter ‘G’ were first applied to the
upper right wing surfaces. A n
similiar image measuring 72" " f 3a7sI8

305m™ was adopted for the tail.

The group

marker was In December ‘42, SD110

also applied squadron codes were assigned to the 305th.
These were applied to either side of the fuselage as 48"

to the under- [ w |
side of the F tall letters using a light blue-grey paint. An additional 28"
! call-letter was applied to the fins in Identification Yellow.

left wing.

| With the arrival in March 1944 of their first natural metal By the end of August ‘44, a
finish B-17Gs, the group marker was convertedtoa _g 48" wide light green stripe
white letter on a black triangle. All call-letters and /o . had been added to the
the aircraft identification number on the tail 4 rear vertical stabilizers

were similarly applied with black paint. of nearly all 305th
P Bomb Group aircraft

364™ BMB SQDN 365™ BMB SQDN 366™ BMB SQDN 422~ BMB SQDN




¢*305TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
‘CAN Do’
*STATION N0.105e
CHELVESTON A/F-NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
¢CAMPAIGNS®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ®* NORMANDY

NORTHERN FRANCE ¢ RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE * CENTRAL EUROPE

e ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
SEPTEMBER, 1942-]JuULy, 1945

This view of a badly shot-up B-17 affords a close-up look at the
aircraft fuselage call-letter positioned just aft of the starboard waist
gunners window. Note that the white areas of the national insignia
appear to have been subjected to a dry brush over painting of Olive
Drab. This was done in an attempt to minimize the symbols serv-
ing as an aiming point for Luftwaffe pilots, a common practice
among many Eighth Air Force units in the early phases of the war.

Another bit of visual trivia for the insignia
buffs. The image to the left represents an
early, unauthorized, combat insignia belong-
ing to the 364th Bomb Group. This design
was superseded by that seen on the facing
page which was formally approved by the
U.S. Army Air Force in October 1944.

In September 1943 the 422nd Bomb Squadron was removed from
the 305ths’ normal daylight bombing activities and assigned to spe-
cial night air operations. The squadrons new duties eventually in-
cluded night leaflet drops as well as pathfinder missions. Along
with these new duties came a new look. The under surfaces of the
squadrons B-17Fs were repainted with matt black and the normal
group marker was replaced with a solid black triangle. In June of
the following year most of the squadron was again re-formed into
its’ original roll as a daylight bombing unit. A section of the origi-
nal squadron was permanently reorganized and designated as the
406th Night Leaflet Squadron. The aircraft assigned to this newly
formed squadron were subsequently painted overall black while
retaining a white triangle, in spite of the fact
that the new unit was no longer directly assigned
to the 305th Bomb Group. Eventually this
marker was eliminated but the 406th NLS
continued to display the original ‘Double I’
fuselage code of the 422nd Bomb Squadron.

The photo to the right is
an excellent example of the
applied ‘field’ use of the
305th BG combat insignia,

B-17F to the left belonged to the 422nd Bomb Group and
displays the white fuselage codes which were a common applica-
tion within the 305th Bomb Group for replacement aircraft during
the winter of 1944-"45. Note the absence of the group letter desig-
nation in the tail marking. Note also the slight structural problem
with this aircraft as evidenced by the bow and wrinkled skin just
above the national insignia.
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As was the case with most of the aircraft assigned to the
pioneer elements of the Eighth Air Force in Great Briton,
the B-17F's of the 306th received an edding treatment
of medium green paint in an effort to help
break up the aircrafts’ profile from the air.
In December 1942, 48" high light-blue
squadron codes began to appear on
the groups B-17's.

ABUNDANGE oF STRENS

306 ™ B :
GROUP (HEAVY)

The group marker was
- introduced in June, 1943, The wing configu-
ration was a 96" white equilateral triangle while the tail
consisted of an isosceles triangle measuring 56" at the
base with 72" sides. Both contained a 36" tall Insignia
Blue letter *H’. Shortly after this the call-letter was removed
from the fuselage and relocated on the fin. These were
48" tall and were applied with Identification Yellow paint.

In compliance with a
40th CBW directive,
the group marker
was additionally 4

applied to the
underside of

the left wing
in April 1944 g | At the end of 1943 the 'H’ within the group marker In August 1944 a horizontal 44"
Squadron . was converted from blue to black. March of ‘44 saw wide yellow band, trimmed at the
colors were the arrival of the groups first consiagnment of top and bottom with a 2" black
applied to natural metal finished B-17G’s. The marker = stripe, was added to the upper
propeller was applied as a black image, the letter tail section of all group aircraft.
bosses, | either painted white or masked out | At the same time, the fuselage
codes were directed to be

Dec.1944.
! , applied with black paint.The

_ followlng February all codes
e were ordered removed
F‘“:— .b!' = from the fuselage area
altogether. The familiar
: 48" call-letter on the tail remained.

allowing the metal to show through 'F

367™ BMB SQDN 368™ BoMB SQDN  369™ BoMB SQDN 423k BOMB SQDN




¢306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
‘ABUNDANCE OF STRENGTH'
oSTATION NO.111e
THURLEIGH A/F-BEDFORDSHIRE
*CAMPAIGNS®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ¢ NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE * RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE * CENTRAL EUROPE
o ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
SEPTEMBER, 1942-]JuULYy, 1945

The ‘Reich Wreckers® as the 306th BG was known, played a
veritable game of Chinese Checkers with its’ aircraft when it came
to squadron codes and call-letters. These symbols appeared to jump
from one location to another virtually overnight. Much of this was,
of course, due to the fact that the 306th was one of the first Heavy
Bombardment Groups deployed to England. As such it was subse-
quently subjected to all the changes, both major and minor, that
were to affect all bomb groups assigned to the Eighth Air force
during the course of the war. That said, a visual chronology of the
306th is nevertheless one of the more challenging of such studies in
the history of the Eighth AAF. It is hoped that in spite the limited
confines of this two-page spread, no earth shaking detail relating to
this subject has been overlooked.

The photo below depicts two 306th Bomb Group B-17G’s some-
time between February and August 1944, This is determined by the
lack of codes on either fuselage (ordered removed in Feb.) and the
absence of the colored tail markings (ordered applied in Aug.).

In October 1942 the national insignia on some of the groups air-
craft were given a 6" wide surround in Identification Yellow. At the
time the 306th was expected to be transferred to North Africa for
duty with the Twelfth AF. This transfer
never took place and in December most
of the new surrounds were
treated to a quick application
of insignia Blue. Many of
these treatments consisted o
one coat of a hastily applied
over-spray which soon bega
to fade, often resulting in a
mottled blue-yellow effect. The group also began applying its’
new squadron codes at this same time. These and the aircrafts’ call-
letter were applied to the fuselage in light blue-grey paint. The
squadron codes were positioned forward the national insignia, call-
letter aft. When the new ‘star-and-bar’ insignia was adopted in June
‘43, the aircraft call-letter was eventually moved to the lower tail
section, while the squadron code was relocated aft of the cocarde.

i

On 6July44 eighteen year old Princess
Elizabeth visited the 306thBG/367thBS to
christened the ‘Rose of York’, so named in
her honor. In addition to the events obvious
historical significance this particular photo,
taken towards the end of the ceremony., pro-
B vides a good size relationship visual of the
% groups call-letter.

When the 305th Bomb Group developed the yellow
tail stripe in August ‘44 they incorporated a rather
unique system of squadron identification. The very
top of the tail was painted in the aircrafts’ respective
squadron color, greatly adding to the recognition
factor. The 367th Bomb Squadron color had
previously been Identification Yellow but this
as dropped when the new color tails were incor-
_ . he group. It was concluded that a contrast to the
yellow band was needed, and the 367th subsequently selected In-
signia Red as their replacement color. These same squadron colors
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As far as this volume is concerned, there is little to show
as marking schemes and variants for the B-26 bomber.
All four medium bombardment aroups were transferred
from the Eighth to the Ninth Air Force in October, 1943.
With the exception of the adoption of the SD110 sqdn.
codes, all other unit identification devices did not
begin to show up on Eighth AF bombers until nearly
two months after this transfer was effected. As a
result, the only real marking changes to the /& k¢ [l =] P!
B-26 while with the Eighth AF were the 40 inch
tall blue-grey fuselage codes, plus the adoption
of the new AN-1-9a Type 3 :
national
insignia.

449™ BMB SQDN 450™ BMB SQDN 4515 BMB SODN 452y BMB SQDN

(©) Disney Enterprises, Inc,
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©322ND BOMBARDMENT GROUP (MEDIUM)e
‘I FEAR NONE IN DOING RIGHT’
oSTATION N0.485¢
ANDREWS A/F-ESSEX
oCAMPAIGNS®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ® NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ® RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE ® CENTRAL EUROPE
¢ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
DECEMBER, 1942-0CTOBER, 1943

i

The 322nd received its’ squadron codes not too long after their
deployment in England. A problem from the outset was the factory
positioning on the aircraft fuselage of the Type 2 national insignia.
The placement of the two letter squadron code did not present any
difficulty as these fit very nicely in a position just forward the of
the cocarde. The single call-letter however was another matter as
there was nowhere on the fuselage to place this but directly under
the horizontal stabilizer. This made for poor readability under most
lighting conditions, a problem that would be partially resolved some-
what at a future date.

These two ships of the 449th Bomb Squadron clearly show the
problem inherent with the location of the call-letter. It the sun
was not at just the right angle, the letter would be obscured by the
cast shadow of the rear horizontal stabilizer.

The two photos below show the placement of squadron codes
and aircraft call-letter before and adaptation of the new AN-1-9a
national insignia. The first shot is of a ship belonging to the 452nd
Bomb Squadron and carries what is commonly referred to as the
Type 2 disk and star configuration. The second example belongs to
the 449th Bomb Squadron and displays a Type 3 or 4 ‘star-and
bars’ AN-1-9a design. With this new configuration the “bars’ were
often simply painted over the existing aircraft call-letter.

For those that enjoy World War II aircraft markings, you've got
10 just love this next item. If these appear to be nothing more than
silhouettes of duck decoys its’ because that is exactly what they
are. These little fellows were sometimes painted on the nose sec-
tion of 322nd Bomb Group aircraft to depict, you guessed it, decoy
missions! From time to time the B-26 squadrons were called upon
to fly these diver-
sionary operations
on behalf of their
larger cousins, the
| heavy bombardment
:groups. These mis-
sions were con-
ducted in an attempt
to confuse the
en and where the real
target run would be made. These flights may not
have been credited as a real bombing mission but
the Luftwaffe fighters and flak they encountered
were certainly real enough. Consequently, someone
dreamed up the idea of the little ducks as a means
of crediting their often hazardous efforts. If they
couldn't paint a bomb silhouette on the nose of
their aircraft, they would use other means to let
the world know that they were not simply sitting
out the war in the local pubs. Whether these
symbols were used by other units to the same
end is unknown as of this writing, but the subject
certainly warrants further research,
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As was the case with the 322nd Bomb Group, the 3235rd
was transfered to the Ninth Air Force before the introduction
of any of the distinctive tactical markings that would
later become so characteristic of the Eighth Air
Force.With the exception of the transition from the

Type?2 to the Type3 national insignia, the only other

visual modification to the 323rds’ aircraft was the 131 9i8
application in a blue-grey paint of the 40" tall
5D110 squadron codes to the rear fuselage area.

453 BMB SQDN 454m BMB SQDN 455m BMB SQDN 456™ BMB SQDN
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¢323RD BOMBARDMENT GROUP (MEDIUM)e
‘WITHOUT FEAR WE CONQUER’

oSTATION NO.119e

HORHAM A/F-SUFFOLK

*STATION NO.358e

EARLS COLNE A/F-ESSEX

*CAMPAIGNS®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE * NORMANDY

NORTHERN FRANCE ® RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE ® CENTRAL EUROPE

o ASSIGNED FIGHTH AFe
MAY, 1943-0CTOBER, 1943

The photo above clearly illustrates the visibility problems inher-
ent with the fuselage call-letter on the B-26 Medium Bomber. This
image’s proximity to the rear horizontal stabilizer virtually guaran-
teed that it would spend much of the time in shadow. If there exists
a logical explanation as to why the call-letter was not simply posi-
tioned on the fin/rudder area, that explanation is as yet forthcoming.

The shot below was actually taken at a slightly
later time period than that dealt with in this
particular volume. It was in fact taken after the
323rd Bomb Group had been transferred to the
Ninth Air Force. However, the image of the

A lypical scenario with all B-26 bombardment units dut’illg this 455th Bomb Squudmn insignia on the nose of
period was to allow the ‘bars’ of the new AN-1-9a national insignia  this aircraft was just too tempting to pass up.
to overlap the existing fuselage call-letter in the process
of applying the replacement national symbol. As these
letters were already tucked almost completely under the
rear horizontal stabilizers, there was precious little alter-
nate space in which to relocate the them. Over-painting
was thus deemed the most expeditious means of affect-
ing the adoption of the new insignia. With the subse-
quent arrival of replacement aircraft, the problem of the
factory applied national insignia was resolved, at least
1o the extent that the call-letter no longer came into di-
rect conflict with this image during the painting process.

-

The photo to the left shows the original application of the re-
cently adopted SD110 squadron codes, and serves to illustrate
the space limitations inherent with the medium bomber fuselage.

6/
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The 351st group marker was introduced in June, 1943,
This called for the application to the tail of a white 72"
equilateral and a similar 96” triangle to the upper right
wing. Both of these symbols were to contain a Insignia
Blue letter J' approximately 48" in height, however Iden-
tification Yellow was substituted in a limited number of
initial applications. A 36" tall yellow =

call-letter was additionally directed
to be located on the tail, just below
the aircraft serial number.

The 351st was assigned
its’ squadron codes shortly after their deployment
in England. These were applied to either side of the groups
aircraft as 48" tall, light blue-grey letters. The paint on
these codes had barely dried when the new AN-I-9a 'star-
and-bars’ national insignia was introduced. The new insig-
nia was painted on allowing the leading bar to obscure
part of the second letter of the squadron code.

. August 1944 saw the introduction of
{ the aroups high visibility color tail
markings. This consisted of a 48"

|\ wide red stripe applied diagonally

The group marker was modified to a

white letter on black triangle with
eipt of natural i

e e across the surface of the tail

R R section. These applications varied
- - \ adreatly, with some examples
= == =z exhibiting painstakingly masked

out call-letters and serial

. number while others simply

over painted and ‘block masked’
over the existing graphic images..

508™ BMB SQDN 509™ BMB SQDN 510™ BMB SQDN 511™ BMB SQDN
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¢351ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
eSTATION N0.110e
POLEBROOK A/F-NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
eCAMPAIGNS®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ® NORMANDY

NORTHERN FRANCE ® RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE ® CENTRAL EUROPE

e ASSIGNED FEIGHTH AFe
MAY, 1943-]JUNE, 1945

]

Three of the 351st Bomb Group squadrons developed an inter-
esting means of identifying flight leaders within their respective
units. The illustrations below depict those devises as used by the
509th, 510th and 511th Bomb Squadrons. It is not known why the
508th Bomb Squadron did not employ a similar graphic devise with
which to distinguish its” own flight leaders.

This PR shot of Clark Gable at
the port side waist gun station
shows the close proximity of the
aircraft call-letter to this posi-
tion. In early 1944 this policy
was amended and the call-let-
ter was repositioned further
back on the fuselage. (refer to
photo directly below)

The 351st, it may be remem-
bered, was the group to which
Gable was assigned for his nine
month long filming of ‘Combat
America’ which he produced on
behalf of the Army Air Force.

This shot gives a good look at all the group and squadron mark-
ing components of the 351stBG. An interesting foot note regarding
this B-17G and the B-17F in the photo directly below this one.
Upon close examination of these images, it can be determined that
both of these ships display identical squadron markings. Even with-
out the aid of a detailed aircraft manifest for the 351stBG. one can
correctly surmise that the uppermost of the two images is that of a
replacement. Key features to look for (a.) the presence or lack of
camouflage (b.) the serial number. in particular the first digit (c.)
the existence or lack of a group marker (d.) if present, the color of
the group marker (e.) the existence of color scheme on the tail (f)
last but certainly not least, the configuration of the national insig-
nia. These are the basic elements to consider when scrutinizing
WWII USAAF World War II aircraft photos.

) T,

P o
M= 511

This might appear to be simply another, somewhat underex-
posed, example of 351st Bomb Group markings. Upon closer
examination of this photo however, an interesting detail can be
discerned, one easily overlooked by a cursory glance. The small
white object on the rudder is not a dust spot, or imperfection in
the film. It is in fact a triangle, a squadron marker such as de-
picted in the illustration at left, which denotes this ship as a flight
leader belonging to the 509th Bomb Squadron.
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The new 5D110 squadron codes were applied to 379th
BG B-17Fs' almost immediately after their arrival in
England, The original directive called for 36" tall light blue-
arey letters but this color selection was amended to
Insignia White the following November,
better visibility being sited as the _«
motivating factor. An additional call- 4"

letter was applied to the tail

40 POTESTAS | - in either yellow or white paint.
CCURATIO y P

The 379th group marker was

; assigned in June and called for a 72" equi-
lateral Insignia White triangle incorporating an Insignia Blue
letter 'K’'. This was directed to be applied to both the fin
and upper right wing surfaces. This became a white letter
on black triangle and black fuselage letter codes with re-
ceipt of natural metal finished B-17Gs’.

4 | In August 1944 all existing group markers were ordered

. removed from all 379th aircraft and replaced with 10’

. equilateral triangle comprised of 24” wide . With the adoption of the high-
. yellow bands. Contained and centered /. visibility tail markings, the
| therein a standard sized black group  // 379th dispensed with SD110
| marker with white letter 'K'. fuselage codes. Instead a
1 number at the apex of the
triangle denoted squadron

assignment. i.e.;

— 1 = 524th Bmb Sqdn
2 = 525th Bmb 5Sqdn
3 = 526th Bmb Sqdn
4 = 527th Bmb sqdn

524™ BMB SQDN 525%™ BMB SQDN 526™ BMB SQDN 527™ BMB SQDN
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¢379TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
‘POWER AND ACCURACY’ K
*STATION N0.117e : :
KIMBOLTON A/F-HUNTINGDONSHIRE
*CAMPAIGNSe®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ¢ NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE * RHINELAND

ARDENNES-ALSACE ® CENTRAL EUROPE

*ASSIGNED FIGHTH AFe
MAY, 1943-]JUNE, 1945

An excellent example of early UK deployment markings of the
379th BG. The Type 2 national insignia coupled with the SD110
squadron codes narrow the time frame of this photo as between
May and June, 1943. It was in June ‘43 that the 379th was assigned
its’ Triangle ‘K’ group marker.

The absence of any fuselage codes in the image below indicate
that this photo was probably taken sometime after August, 1944. It
was at that time that the 379th discontinued the use SD110 codes
after adopting the new high-visibility tail marking system.

As if they didn’t already have enough to do getting the units
aircraft battle ready, the ground crews of the 379th Bomb Group
had no sooner arrived at their duty station when they were inun-
dated with a barrage of cosmetic changes to the groups B-17Fs’.
In rapid succession they first had to apply the newly assigned SD110
squadron codes and call-letters, immediately after which came the
new AN-I-9a national insignia change, followed in short order by
the Triangle 'K’ group marker. These guys should have received
some sort of medal for these efforts alone.

In addition to being a interesting combat photo,
the shot below provides a good visual reference as to
the size and positioning of the first pattern, blue on
white 379th Bomb Group marker.

This non injury crash (crew bailout) in Denmark affords a good
close-up look at the marking detail of the entire port side empen-
nage assembly. Of special note in this photo, the last two digits of
the aircraft serial number overlapping onto the rudder.
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The 381st BG tactical marker was adopted in June ‘43
and called for the application of a 72” and 96" white
triangle to the tail and upper right wing respectively The
aroups ' I’ designator was applied with
Insignia Blue and call-letter was
removed from the tail at this time.

1 Initial 381st markings were

applied to the groups B-17F's SD110 codes
shortly after deployment to the UK.These were 36" tall
light-grey letters on the fuselage with an additional 36"
yellow call-letter positioned on the tail directly above the
aircraft serial number.

The group marker was
transformed to a white
letter on a black
triangle with the
receipt of natural
metal finished
B-17G's. This
modification was
applied to some
camouflaged
aircraft as well.

High visibility tactical markings were reintroduced
in June ‘44, Applications were slow in corning
and varied considerably. The tail call-letter
was reintroduced with the adoption
of the Triangle 'L tactical marker.

532 BMB SQDN 5335 BMB SQDN 534™ BMB SQDN 535™ BMB SQDN
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¢381ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
‘TRIUMPHANT WE FLY’
*STATION NO.167¢
RIDGEWELL A/F-ESSEX
¢CAMPAIGNS®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ® NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ® RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE * CENTRAL EUROPE
¢ ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
JUNE, 1943-]JUNE, 1945

The above example tends to make one ask his-or-herself; ‘Is there
any power on earth that would compel me to leave the ground in
this aircraft?” Nevertheless this photo affords a good look at almost
every tactical marking modification 381st BG aircraft underwent.
Ignoring the oil leaks and patch work, note the variations in the
national insignia and the color difference of the tail and wing markings.

A good look at the
381st BGs' original
tactical configuration
shortly after the groups
arrival in Great Britain.

Changes to the 381st BG tactical markings were nu-
merous and came in rapid succession during that units
initial phases of deployment in England. Unique amo
these changes was the replacement of previously iss
SD110 codes for the 533rd, 534th and 535th Bo
Squadrons, the only such recorded code modification
an Eighth Army Air Force unit while based in the U
No sooner had the ground crews finished applying
first allocated codes when they were ordered to remo
and replace them with another set of letters. Added
this activity was the change of national insignia the ve
month of the groups arrival. Coupled with normal mai
tenance and refits for combat readiness, it's not hard
image a lot of weary. disgruntled ground crewme

is rare war era color photo shows all elements of the
381st Bomb Groups second pattern tactical markings
including the application to the upper right wing surface.

Al left is an example of the first pattern tactical
markings for the 381st BG. Note the second issue
‘MS’ squadron code on the two trailing aircraft.
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Earlr) squadron identification codes were applied as 48"
tall bluish-arey letters. Some applications split the actual
squadron codes fore and aft of the national insignia and
waist gunners window. This resulted in the second letter
of the code actually being agrouped with the
fuselage call-letter. An additional 24" tall 4
aircraft call-letter was applied with yellow
to the tail below the I.D. number.

In April 1945 the engine

The group marker was
cowlings were directed

" adopted in June ‘43 and called for an Insignia
Blue letter ‘P’ on a white equilateral triangle, a 72" version

to be painted to

reflect aircraft to be applied to either side of the fin and a 96 " version to
squadron the upper outboard wing surface.

assignment.

The aroup marker was modified with the first
consignment of natural metal finished B-17G's.
In August 1944 the marker was
further modified to a 60" white
triangle contained within an
18" wide black border.

| marker modification, squad-
| ron assignments were
| Indicated by a number at the
l apex of the outer black border.

.]-

544™ BMB SQDN 545™ BMB SQDN 546™ BMB SQDN 547™ BMB SQDN
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¢384TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
‘KEEP THE SHOW ON THE RoAD’
*STATION NO0.106e

GRAFTON UNDERWOOD A/F-NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

*CAMPAIGNSe®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ¢ NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ® RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE * CENTRAL EUROPE
*ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
MAY, 1943-]JUNE, 1945

An early example of 384th BG first pattern tactical markings.
Note that the red outline on the national insignia has been over-
painted with blue pursuant to the modification order of Sept.'43.

With receipt of all
natural metal finished
B-17G’s, the 384th BG
marker was converted
to a white-on- black
pattern image.

"

If one were to sit down and begin sorting through a stack
of wartime photographs of the 384th Bomb Group, a general
lack of continuity in the application of SD110 squadron codes
becomes quickly apparent. These codes were split, combine
and staggered on the groups’ aircraft fuselages in almost an
configuration imaginable. There appears to have been no firn
directive issued pertaining to the matter of specific place
ment of the individual code components, legibility being
sole dominating factor. As a result of this policy, we hav
today. a fascinating array of photographic material to stud:
in a vain attempt to determine just which configuration co
stitutes ‘the norm’.

These two photos provide an excellent look at
the final group marking configurations for the
384th Bomb Group. Both of these are ‘text book’
applications of the tactical marking devises
adopted by the group in the last eight months of
the war. Note the squadron assignment numbers
at the apex of each outer black triangle.
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By the end of 1943, all

propeller bosses painted
in assigned
sqdn. colors.

385th aircraft displayed =&l

The first group markers were applied to tail and upper
right wing as a yellow letter ‘G’ on a light grey background.
By mid summer ‘43, specifications modified this image
from Identification Yellow to an Insignia Blue letter,
approximately 40 tall. The directive called
for a white background but arey continued
to be applied on some aircraft. Wing i
applications generally consisted of A I—
a 72"X 57" rectangle with a 45" letter. Pl EEE

; Yellow call-letters were

" applied to tail sections. Position varied greatly
and letter sizes ranged from between 24" and 48" in height.
On some aircraft a 36" tall blue-grey call-letter was painted
on the fuselage, just aft the waist gunners window.

In late 1944 the group adopted an Identification Yellow
chevron which replaced the ‘Square ‘G’ on the upper
right wing. Blue-on-white tail markings were replaced
by a white-on-black configuration. In some
cases the ‘G’ was masked out to allow =
the metal under-surface to show
through against the surrounding
black rectangular image.

The 385th BG gradually dis-
continued the application of
the additional fuselage call-
letter prior to its’ transfer from
the 4th CBW to the 93rd CBW.

548™ BMB SQDN

T™ & © Warner Bros.(s03)
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Aside from the obvious
drama inherent with this
photo, the image provides an
exceptional close-up view of
the application of tactical
markings to the tail of a 385th
Bomb Group aircraft.

¢385TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
‘WINGED VICTORY’
oSTATION NO.155¢
GREAT ASHFIELD A/F-SUFFOLK
oCAMPAIGNS®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE * NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ® RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE ® CENTRAL EUROPE
¢ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
JUNE, 1943-AUGuUST, 1944

The overhead photo below clearly shows the appli-
cation of a first pattern 385th tactical marker to the
right wing. Note the national insignia on the left wing
and what appears to possibly be a yellow contour outline.

Part of the 385th Bomb Groups history that tends to be a
bit confusing centers around this units transfer to the 93rd
Combat Bombardment Wing during the final months of the
European conflict. This transfer, effected in February 1945,
necessitated a complete cosmetic make-over, the result of
which presents an entirely different visual appearance than
that previously associated with the group. Gone altogether,
was the familiar Square ‘G’ configuration so often associ
ated with the 385th.

The photo to the immediate right and the graphics beloy
illustrate the ‘face lift’ that aircraft of the 385th underwer
subsequent to that units transfer to the 93rd CBW.

The photo at left de-
picts a second generation,
first pattern tactical
marking configuration,
as applied to 385th BG
natural metal finished
replacement aircraft.
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The biggest problem inherent with the B-26 fuselage,
at least from a tactical marking point of view, was the
extremely limited surface area to which such devises
could be affixed. This problem was compounded with
the adoption of the revised national insignia featur-
ing the addition of ‘bars’ on each side of the roun- 131 59 5
del. This necessitated placing the 40" light-arey
call-letter partially under the rear wing, obscuring
this image under many natural lighting conditions.

= S
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¢386TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (MEDIUM)e
‘THE CRUSADERS’
eSTATION NO.150e
BOXTED A/F-ESSEX
oCAMPAIGNS®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ® NORMANDY

NORTHERN FRANCE ¢ RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE ¢ CENTRAL EUROPE

¢ASSIGNED FEIGHTH AFe
JUNE, 1943-JUNE-1945

From a tactical marking standpoint there were two items that
affected the 386th Bomb Group soon after their deployment to
England. The redesign of the national insignia (discussed on
the previous page) and the issuing of the groups new SD110
squadron codes and individual aircraft call-letters. Even
though the new ‘star-and-bar’ insignia repositioned the
call-letter virtually under the horizontal stabilizers, this
was not the total detriment that a similar application
might have had on one of this aircrafts’ larger coun-
terparts. Being a smaller and far more maneuver-
able aircraft than either the B-17 or B-24, the
Marauder was able to fly in much tighter
bombing formations than their larger cous-
ins. This made air-to-air recognition a
much easier proposition due to the re-
duced distance between one ship and
another. The diagram at right repre-
sents a typical B-26 bombing for-

mation. The Marauder did not pos- WINGMAN

ses the defensive firepower of the

heavy bombers and it thus became

even more essential to maintain as

tight of formation as possible to DEPUTY FLIG

protect themselves from enemy
fighters. Being somewhat more
agile, the B-26 Marauder did
have a slight advantage over the
heavy bombers in its” ability to
take evasive maneuvers after
completing the bombing run.

WINGMAN

DEP

WINGMAN

FLIGHT LEADER

LEADER

WINGMAN :I ' WINGMAN
-

The two photographs below provide a fairly good look at both
the port and starboard application of tactical markings for the B-26
Marauder. By closely comparing the two images it becomes imme-
diately apparent just how sensitive to light the blue-grey fuselage
codes really were. It requires a second closer look to read these
markings in the upper photo, however, the lower image presents
the viewer with an entirely different vision of these same fuselage
codes. Even allowing for variables in film processing techniques
and exposure values, it is clear that ambient light direction played
an important role when it came to tactical marking legibility.
e

This shot gives a good par-
tial close-up look at the tac-
tical fuselage markings of a
ship belonging to the 554th
Bomb Squadron. This, by
the way, was the accepted
method for resupplying fifty
caliber ammunition to the
=s+ rear waist gunners station.

o
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WINGMAN
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WINGMAN

FLIGHT ER
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Like the other three medium bomb groups assigned early
on to the Eighth Air Force, the 387th was not with the
Eighth long enough to have any of that organizations
tactical marking patterns or high-visibility color schemes
assigned to it. As with its’ sister squadron, the 386th,
the transition from Type2 to Type3 national insignia
and the adoption of 40" blue-grey fuselage codes
were the only two marking modifications the 387th
underwent while still assigned to the Eighth.

556" BMB SQDN 557" BMB SQDN 558 BMB SODN  559™ BMB SQDN

© Disney Enterprises, Inc.
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¢387TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (MEDIUM)e
oSTATION N0.162e
CHIPPING ONGAR A/F-ESSEX
¢CAMPAIGNSe®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ® NORMANDY

NORTHERN FRANCE ¢ RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE ¢ CENTRAL EUROPE

¢ ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
JUNE, 1943-0CTOBER, 1943

Close scrutiny of the photograph directly below reveals the *KS’
signature SD110 code of the 557th Bomb Squadron. The aircraft
call-letter “H’ is barely legible in the shadow of the horizontal sta-
bilizer. Of particular interest in this photo is the over-painted Type2
national insignia just aft the squadron code. It is a fairly safe sup-
position that this shot can be dated to the summer of nineteen forty
three, and that this aircraft would soon be displaying the recently
adopted, red outlined, AN-1-9a ‘star-and-bars’ national insignia.

On page seventy-three the close formation flying inherent with
the medium bomber was discussed. A problem relating to the leg-
ibility of individual call-letters on the B-26 was the result of this
image being partially obscured by the cast shadow of the rear hori-
zontal stabilizer. For unknown reasons it was decided to place both
the SD110 squadron code as well as the individual aircraft call-
letter on the limited rear fuselage surface area of the Marauder.
When this aircraft carried the older Type2 national insignia, this
arrangement did not present to much of a problem Thns changecl
however with the introduction of =~ p
the new AN-I-9a ‘star-and-bars’.
Relocating the call-letter to the ver-
tical tail would seemed to have been
a logical alternate choice. Itappears =
however that the powers-that-be =
liked these symbols on the fuselage
and there they remained for the rest
of the war. The problem of legibil- I
ity was minimized somewhat by the
close proximity of these aircraft to |
each other once in an attack forma-
tion. The photo to the immediate
right serves to illustrate just how
close a distance this really was. Al-
though this particular shot is of the
449th Squadron of the 322nd Bomb
Group. it provides an excellent
close-up look at a typical combat
formation of Eighth Air Force me-
dium bombers during World War I1.
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Ground crews began applying the newly assigned Square
'H" marker shortly after the 388ths' deployment to England.
This called for a 536" Insignia Blue letter centered on a
48"-60" white square, the tail size varied depending on

whether a particular application overlapped the rudder

area. There were some complaints regarding
the ‘high- bar H' configuration due to the
fact that at a distance this symbol was
easily mistaken for the letter ‘M’

} The application of a 24"

call-letter to the tail in Identification Yellow
was the only additional cosmetic alteration that
388th ground crews had to concern themselves
with. As usual, the arrival of natural metal finished
B-17Gs' saw the transformation of the marker to a
white or metal see-through against a black square.

'\'5 In early 1945 the 388th adopted parallel black bands in
'\ compliance with 45th CBW directives, Wing conﬂguratjons
consisted of twin 36" bands with a 60" separation. :
Tail applications generally held to a 36" lower 4
band combined with a 30” upper band that /4
ascended from the bottom of the marker. -

A 28" tall white call-
letter was centered
below the |.D. number.

e
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J

This amazing combat photo shows what appears to be a Junkers
JUSS twin engine fighter completing a strafing pass on a 388th
Bomb Group B-17. The JU88 was a formidable opponent of allied
bomber crews and was a particular nemesis of British airmen as
this aircraft was Germanys' principle night fighter. Although shot
at an extremely oblique angle, the Square ‘H’ group marker is
nevertheless still discernible at the far end of the wing surface. The
shinning area just this side of the marker may well be recently sus-
tained battle damage, possibly a bullet hole received from the JUSS.

Buried deep within some long overlooked file may be the an-
swer as to why the 388th BG was never assigned SD110 squadron
codes. There were several long serving units in the Eighth Air Force
that applied their codes inconsistently (i.e. the 385th Bomb Group)

but the 388th was never even allocated squadron identification Here is yet one more example that illustrates the unfortu-
codes. This situation would prevail throughout this units entire com- nate fact that the majority of war time photos’ primarily fo-
bat tour deployment. Whether or not this was a simple matter of cused on an aircrafts’ tail section after a crash landing or
bureaucratic oversight is another of those small WWII mysteries runway mishap. This shot provides an excellent view of the
that persists to this day. In retrospect it makes one wonder just how 388ths’ high-visibility tactical tail marking configuration.

important these codes were in the first place, the 388th
seems to have gotten along just fine without them.

388th Bomb Group ‘transition period’ aircraft. Begin
ning in March of 1944 the 388th began receiving re
placement B-17G’s devoid of any factory applied pain
These all natural metal finished ships received basicalls
the same tactical marking scheme as their camouflage:
predecessors. The white rectangle displayed on both th
tail and wing however, became black images containin
awhite letter. On numerous applications the ‘H' was simplymasked
out prior to applying the black ‘square’. Once the mask was re-
moved the metal under surface shone through thus eliminating the
need for a second application of paint to create the letter therein.
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In August 1943 the 389th adopted a white disc with
blue letter 'C’ as its aroup marker. The disc varied in
size ranging from between 69" to 72" in

diameter, with an average letter height
of approximately 36",

Upon their return
from temporary duty in North
Africa, it was some weeks before all group aircraft had
their national insignia brought into compliance with
standard Eighth Air Force requirements. In the interim, an
Identification Yellow contour outline was much in evidence
on many of the groups veteran B-24's.

-

In March 1944 the 389th received its’ SD110 squadron
codes. Initially applied to the fuselage of natural metal
finish B-17G's using Identification Yellow, this was quickly
amended to Black. Light blue-grey
was used to apply the codes to the

aroups camouflaged aircraft.

High visibility tactical tail mark-
ings began appearing on 389th
B-24's in May 1944. The black
and white tail configuration was
__the same for both camouflaged
" and natural metal finished aircraft.

- " |
-
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Although initially assigned to the Eighth Air Force in June of
1943, a contingent from the 389th was detached to Libya for a stint
of combat in the Mediterranean Theater beginning in July, 1943.
While so deployed the detachment participated in the now famous
low-level attack against the Polesti oil fields of Rumania on 1Aug43.
The detachment returned to England for a brief period before find-
ing themselves TDY once again, this time to Tunisia. In October of
1943 the entire group was reunited once again at their permanent
base in South East England. It was about this time that the original
system of aircraft call-letters underwent their,
first modification since the groups initia
arrival in Great Britain. The top right image
depicts the original use of bar codes as em
ployed by the 389th from Augus
until November, 1943. The 564th and
564th Bomb Groups used no addi
tional symbols with their call-letters
at this time. The middle panel repre
sents the revised call-letters adopted
in November ‘43. The 565th Squadron it
will be noted now employed the use of a
bar symbol, the 564th remaining the sole
holdout and did not in fact ever adopt an
additional symbol as a means of unit iden-
tification. With the introduction of High-
visibility tactical tail markings in May 0 hat
narrow white tail stripe made it necessary to once agam rnndlfy the
call-letter system. This modification was slight however, resulting
in a simple vertical relocation of the existing symbols.

565THES

566THBS

567THBS

The B-24"s of the 389th Bomb Group
initially entered into combat operations
in a somewhat undressed state, as it
were. With the exception of the serial
umber, the only additional tail adorn-
ment consisted of a 28-30 inch tall call-
letter. Like other B-24 units (such as
the 93rd Bomb Group) that saw com-
bat in the Mediterranean, the 389th
displayed the RAF flashes on their
aircrafts fin
area, a cus-
tom so often associated with service in that
theater of operations. After returning (o
England for the last time, many of the
groups aircraft that saw service in North
Africa continued to carry these RAF
flashes repainted on the inside tail surface.

240779

P-

Of particular interest in this photograph is the national insignia
displayed on the fuselage. The normally white areas have been
dulled to a light-grey, an modification technique first adopted in
October 1942. The outline appears to be an application of Identi-
fication Yellow which would indicate that this aircraft may well
have seen service with the groups detachment to North Africa.

The two photographs directly above are prime examples of both
the first and second pattern tactical marking schemes for the 389th
Bomb Group. The combination of call-letter and symbol on the tail
plus the SD110 fuselage code contained in the lower photo clearly
identifies this ship as belonging to the 567th Bomb Squadron.
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The 390th adopted their Square ‘J’ group marker in July,
1943. Specifications called for a 48" X 60" white rectangle
with a 36" Insignia Blue letter centered therein.
Additionally, a 24" yellow call-letter was

A . ' | the aircraft identification number.
Hl.!llh‘]l‘
__-._"

The adoption of
fuselage codes was concurrent with
that of the groups wing and tail markings. These con-
sisted of the squadron codes being placed forward
of the national insignia, with an additional aircraft
call-letter located aft the waist gunners window.
Specifications called for 36" tall letters applied
with a light blue-grey paint.

When the 390th began receiving natural metal finished
B-17G's, all tactical markings were applied in black paint.
The 'J’ was sometimes masked out during application of

The wing band the black rectangle to allow the bare
was typically metal to show through. High visibility
48" in width. colored tactical markings began

appearing in January 1945,

570™ BMB SQDN 5715 BMB SQDN
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The top two mission photos display typical
tactical marking patterns of the 390th BG.

Beginning in July 1944 all squadrons
comprising the 390thBG adopted the
policy of applying a 12 band of color
to the aircrafts forward nose area.

568TH BOMB SQUADRON

One of, if not the single most famous aerial combat photo to
come out of World War 11 is the image seen below. This was taken
on the twenty-seventh of September, 1943 on a rain against the
port facilities at Emden, Germany. This was the seventeenth com-
bat mission for the 390th Bomb Group and the drama of this scene
captured the attention of America. It took some years after the war
to narrow down the specifics surrounding this photo. but with the
aid of more contemporary technology, the details concerning this
particular mission
are now pretty
much established.
The fact that this
was a photo con-
cerning the 390th
was never an is-
sue, thanks to the
Square °J’ tail
M marking on the
= B-17F in the lower
center of the for-
mat. The question
became not one of ‘what” but of ‘when and where’. Although not -
legible in this photo, recent computer enhancement techniques were - Bt
able to pull up additional tactical images affixed to the fuselage of B
the aforementioned aircraft. An uppercase letter ‘F’ appears not
only on the rear fuselage but on the nose area near the gun station.

569TH BOMB SQUADRON

570THBOMB SQUADRON

571ST BOMB SQUADRON

Looking at these black and white images today,
it is perfectly understandable why for so long
after the war few individuals removed from the

Putting this information together with other previously known fac- actual theater of operations realized the full use
tors, researchers were finally able to assign specific data to this of color involved in the identification process
important visual image of the Eighth Air Force World War Two. of the Eighth Army Air Force bomb groups.
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Soon after deployment to England the 392nd adopted its'
Circle ‘D’ group marker. Disc tail applications varied in size
from 69" to 72" In diameter, while wing disc's averaged
in at about 96", A 24" Identification Yellow
call-letter was positioned just below the

aircrafts’ identification number.

392 x» BOMBARDMENT
GROUP (HEAVY)

~ InMarchof 1944, 5D110 squadron
codes were assigned to the 392nd. These were subse-
quently applied to the aircraft fuselage as 48" tall letters
using a light-grey paint.

With receipt of natural metal finished B-24's , the group
marking was applied as a black disk with white letter ‘D',
- New tail markings were adopted in May 1944 in compliance
with a 2nd Bombardment Division directive. This called
for the application of a 36" horizontal
black band across the entire tail surface.

Existing camouflaged B-24 out-
board tail surfaces were painted
overall white prior to the appli-
cation of the horizontal black
band. The call-letter was gener-
ally a masked-out, over-painted
show-through method.

576™ BMB SQDN 577™ BMB SQDN 578™ BMB SQDN 579™ BMB SQDN
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WENDLING A/F-NORFOLK
¢CAMPAIGNS®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE * NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ¢ RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE * CENTRAL EUROPE
¢ ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
Jury, 1943-JUNE, 1945

The 392nd underwent a series of modifications to its’ tactical
marking schemes beginning almost from the moment they landed
in the United Kingdom. The application of the various markings,
while not the most inconsistent of the Eighth Air Force, were still
rather flexible when taken as a whole. For example. the Circle ‘D’
tail marker could range in diameter from one aircraft to another by
as much as four inches.

N

This crash site photo provides a
glimpse of both the tail and wing
tactical markings of the 392nd BG.

This tail shot affords
a good close-up look at
the groups first pattern
tactical marking, call-
letter and the SD110
squadron fuselage code.

The graphics below illustrate changes in call-letters that affected
the 392nd Bomb Group. The top configuration represents the origi-
nal use of bar codes to identify squadrons assignments as issued in
August, 1943. The bottom row depicts the revised squadron codes
as mandated by the 2nd Bombardment Division directive regarding
group tail markings in May. 1944. Note the addition of the plus sign.

§rET

i
-

£

| - -
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By midsummer 1944, most of the groups B-24’s were display-
ing the last three digits from the tail serial number as an additional
means of identification. Black or Identification Yellow paint was
used depending upon aircraft surface finish. The two photo’s above
serve to illustrate the difference in both the size and placement of
these three digits, and these are typical characteristic of the
actual application of this system within the 392 Bomb Group,

A close look at the photo above revels the original aircraft iden-
tification number on the outward facing fin surface. Only the very
tips of this original configuration is now visible, having been over-
painted with the 36" horizontal black tail band. The aircraft call-
letter in this case has been painted on with white rather than masked
out to allow the natural metal under surface to show through.
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. Ground crews of the 389th began painting the groups new

. marker on the units B-17G’s soon after arriving in England.
Specifications called for a 60” equilateral black triangle
with a white letter ‘W', but actual sizes varied from one
aircraft to another. So to did the treatment of the internal
letter, with some examples complying with
the directive while others were simply
masked out ‘metal-show-thru’s’.

1st CBW high-visibility tactical color markings were
assigned to the 398th BG in June, 1944. The
under surface of the wings mirrored their
painted top surface counter parts.

5d110 squadron code requirements called
for the application of 48" tall letters to the
rear fuselage area. In actual practice, the
398th became very creative when it came
to these codes. Letter size and placement
varied greatly from one aircraft to another.

600" BMB SQDN 602" BMB SQDN 603 BMB SQDN
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This photograph, unusual for its* positioning of the crew mid-
fuselage as opposed to the nose area, affords a good look at the
vertically elongated ‘0 of this aircraft’s 601st Bomb Squadron code.
This Big ‘0" almost constituted a signature piece for this unit.

Although the photo above leaves a lot to be desired
as far as clarity and lighting uniformity are concerned,
it does provide a look at an unusual 398th Bomb Group
tail marker application. The mid-tail section has been

A distinguishing feature of 398th Bomb Group aircraft centers

around the placement of their fuselage SD110 squadron codes and painted red in compliance with the st CBW directive.
call-letters. Most notable among these differentiative characteris- A somewhat smaller white triangle appears to have
tics was the use of the ‘zero’ numeral by the 601st Bomb Squadron. been painted over the existing group marker, leaving a
As the lower example on the facing page illustrates, a vertically thin black border around the newer image. A black *W’
elongated ‘0" sandwiched between the first letter of the squadron has than been painted onto the inner white triangle.

code and the call-letter was a typical configuration for 601st air-
craft. The 600th and 603rd Bomb
Squadrons on the other hand chose
to separate the call-letter from the
SD110 code, while the 602nd pre-
ferred a grouping similar to that of
the 601st, inserting however, a
hyphen between the squadron code
and call-letter. A close look at the
photograph to the immediate right
provides a sample of the different
fuselage code applications among
398th Bomb Group squadrons. The
aircraft in the immediate foreground
shows the separation method em-
ployed by the 602nd BS. The air-
craft immediately behind and
slightly to the left of this aircraft
belongs to the 600th Bomb Squadron and shows the grouping
method employed by that unit. On the left side of the aircraft, this
grouping would be centerally located between the waist gunners
window station and the rear horizontal stabilizers leading edge plane.
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The 401st BG tail and wing tactical marker called for a
white, 76" equilateral triangle with a 36" tall Insignia Blue
letter 'S’ contained therein. Additionally, a 24”

yellow call-letter was applied just below £

the existing aircraft 1.D. number.
231081

=

48" tall Sd110 squadron codes were applied
to either side of the fuselage with Identification Yellow.
Positioning of these codes varied among the squadrons.

When the 401st began receiving all natural metal finished
B-17G's in early 1944, tactical markings were converted High-visibility tail markings be-
- toblack. The 'S’ within the group triangle was either painted  gan appearing on 401st B-17's
white or masked out at the time of painting by midsummer, 1944, The di-
. to allow the metal under surface to show - agonally 48" wide yellow band
| through after the paint application. was usually trimmed top and
bottom with 3-4” wide black
bands. The markings on many
existing group aircraft were sim-
i ply masked out prior to the new
“=k stripe being sprayed on the tail
e ~surface. This accounts for the
bare metal areas surrounding
the call-letters and |.D. numbers
in so many war time photo’s.

612™ BMB SQDN 613™ BMB SQDN 614™ BMB SQDN 615™ BMB SQDN
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The image below is an excellent wartime photo of ‘Maiden U.S.A.°
s/n 44-6508 which served with the 401st BG from September 23,
1944 until it’s return to the United States in June of 1945. This
aircraft was heavily damaged by flak on it’s thirty fifth
combat mission over Berlin on 23Feb45. Having completed its’
bomb run, ‘Maiden U.S.A." continued on an easterly heading with
only two engines and landed at Kuflevo AF in the Soviet Union
where the crew was interred and officially listed by the Army Air
Force as ‘Missing In Action’ for seven weeks. Both ship and crew
were ultimately released and returned to their unit.

This particular shot offers an excellent view of the starboard
application of the squadron code and aircraft call-letter. Note the
difference in placement of these elements compared to the port side
application as depicted in the illustration on the facing page.

This is a view of a B-17"s
tactical tail markings through
its severely flak damaged
right vertical stabilizer.
Although a some what sober-
ing photo, it nevertheless
does afford a close look at
the geometric, angle edged
stencil lettering. This was an
almost universal feature
within the Eighth Air Force.

As can be seen in these
two first pattern marking
photographs, the squadron =
codes were located above the
rear wing area, forward the |
national insignia. The call-
letters can be seen just for-
ward the horizontal stabiliz-
ers. This was the standard
positioning for right side
fuselage applications in all
squadrons of the 401st BG. r

Temporarily grounded and awaiting a break in the weather, these
B-17G’s of the 615th Bomb Squadron display the proper left side
fuselage positioning of their assigned SD110 code and call-letters.
Both the 613th and 615th Bomb Squadrons applied this method of
marking. The 612th and 614th Bomb Squadrons on the other hand,
utilized this same method on the right side of the fuselage only. On
the left side of the aircraft, the squadron
code and call-letter were grouped
together and positioned aft the waist
ounners window.
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Of special interest here is the stenciled
numeral ‘3’ on the no.4 outboard engine
cowling. On the opposite wing there was a
numeral ‘9’ likewise stenciled to the no.1
outboard engine cowling. During the early
stages of the 445th BQ's deployment in
England, these markings served as refer-
ence points (i.e. nine-o-clock, three-o-
clock, etc.) for the top turret |
gunner when calling out the
direction of attacking enemy
fighters to the other gun crews.

First pattern group markings called for the application of
a 69" white disk containing a 36" Insignia Blue letter 'H'.
Yellow call-letters, 24” tall, were applied to =

both tail surfaces beginning March,1944. 45

f 5D110 squadron markings
were also introduced in March, 1944,
These called for 48" tall letters to be applied with blue-
arey paint. An additional fuselage call-letter was also
applied with Identification Yellow in an assortment of
letter sizes, the largest of which appears to have been
g approximately 36” in height.

! beginning in April, 1944. The 36" wide white band
. incorporated recently revised 24" tall group call-
| letters. All codes were applied with black paint
on the groups natural metal finished B-24's.

The size of the black
SD110 fuselage codes
were in the same 48" height as
that of their camouflaged predecessors.

700™ BMB SQDN 7015 BMB SQDN 702 BMB SQDN 703x BMB SQDN
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NORTHERN FRANCE ¢ RHINELAND hopefully assist in sorting-out this unnecessarily complex mechanism.
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NOVEMBER, 1943-MAY, 1945
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The 700th used *A’ thru ‘M’ with a
plus sign. Letters ‘N’ thru ‘Z’ also
used a plus sign and a bar symbol
either above or below the call-letter.

The 701st employed *A’ thru ‘M’
with a plus sign and a bar symbol
either above or below the letter. Let-
ters ‘N’ thru *Z’ used a plus sign only.

The 702nd utilized the letters *A’
thru *M™ with a bar symbol either
above or below the call-letter."N’
thru *Z" used no additional symbols

The original system of call-letters, while not the simplest by
any means, was nevertheless workable. With the adoption of the
new high-visibility tail markings however, the lid was removed from  The 703rd used the letters "A” thru
the proverbial can of worms. Someone within the 445th organiza- "M’ with no additional symbols. "N’
tion must have labored under the illusion that flight crews had too  thru *Z" incorporated a bar symbol
much time on their hands and consequently designed the following  either above or below the call-letter.
call-letter marking system to give the lads something to study
and commit to memory while on those long, boring missions.

The photo directly above is an excellent
example of early 445th Bomb Group tactical
markings. Note the course appearance of the
national insignia which may well have been
applied with a brush as a field update to the
new AN-I-9a pattern. The remaining two
photos provide good port and starboard views
of the 445th’s second pattern tactical mark-
ings. In contrast to the first example, the na-
tional insignia bears the clear, crisp look of a
typical factory spray gun stencil application.
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Shortly after their arrival in England, the upper right wing
surface of the 446th BG’s B-24’s began to be painted with
their new tactical marker. This consisted of a =

48" high Insignia Blue *H’ centered on
a 78" diameter Insignia White disc.

Tail sections received a
i 69" diameter white disk with a 367 tall
letter. The 24 yellow call-letters were added to the tail
sections in December, 1943, New SD110 squadron
codes began showing up on 446th fuselages in March

Engine cowlings
£ = 1944, These were applied as 48" tall blue-grey letters.

began to receive
paint in their re-
spective squadron

colors, June*44,

With receipt of natural finished aircraft. squadron
codes were applied in black while the wing
marker became a black letter on a white disc.

B 446th BG
High-visibility tactical ‘Pathfinder’
tail markings were adopted by the 446th tail marking
in May, 1944. The 36 wide black band carried a 24™ yellow (mid 1944-'45)

call-letter. These codes bore no bar symbols as this method
of identification had been recently discontinued by the group.

--------
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NORTHERN FRANCE * RHINELAND
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e ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe Early squadron identification bars were thin by

NOVEMBER, 1943-]JULY, 1945 normal standards with a maximum height of
. approximately 2.

It is an unfortunate fact
that most close-up tail
shots of WWII aircraft in-
volved crash sites or mis-
haps. In this example, note
the unusually thin squad-
ron indicator bar directly
above the aircraft’s call-
letter “E’.

Final elements of the 446th reached England in November, 1943
and began operations almost immediately. The ‘Circle H' group
marker was carried until the introduction of high-visibility tail
markings in May, 1944. At the same time the secondary engine
cowlings were ordered painted with the appropriate squadron — SSSEFEIREE = . .
colors (refer to previous page), and the 48" tall sky gray call-letters This mission photo of a 705th Bomb Squadron aircraft contains all
located on the aft section of each side of the fugc[age were subse-  the [ypiC&l tactical elements indicitive of the 446th Bomb GI'OLIp.
quently painted black on the newer all metal replacement aircraft.

Although the lighting could have been just a tad
better. this is nevertheless a classic starboard view which
displays all the elements of a first pattern 446th Bomb
Group B-24 of the 707th Bomb Squadron. An excellent
shot of the right wing marker application

The second pattern group markings in this photo show the lead
} aircraft to be a PPF [Pathfinder| of the 704th Bomb Squadron,
while the aircraft trailing directly to the top left carries the
*JU' code of the 707th Bomb Squadron.
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Shortly after their arrival at Rattlesden, the 447th was assigned

its” group marker. On the upper right wing, specification called
for a 48" tall Insignia Blue letter ‘K’ centered
on a 72" X 57" Insignia White rectangle.

K

4238164

M

447 ™ BOMBARDMENT
GROUP (HEAVY) |

Specifications for tail
applications called for a 48” Insignia Blue ‘K’ on
a somewhat smaller 48" X 48" Insignia White square.
Individual 24" tall call-letters were applied in Identification
Yellow. Although SD110 squadron codes had been assigned to
the group at the time of its’ deployment, no identifying
squadron codes were immediately affixed to 447th aircraft.

In late 1944 the 447th began displaying the Insignia Blue wing
chevron of the 4th CBW. Further high-visibility color tactical
markings were adopted in February, 1945. This included the
application of Identification Yellow to tail and wing
surfaces. Existing 4th CBW wing chevrons were
generally not removed from existing applications. Y

Engine cowlings and propeller
bosses were painted in their
respective squadron colors,
circa mid-nineteen forty-four,

The new specifications included two medium
green stripes that encircled the entire rear fuselage.

708™ BMB SQDN 709™ BMB SQDN 710™ BMB SQDN 711™ BMB SQDN




The flak damaged tail
section of ‘A Bit *O Lace’
affords a close-up view of
the ‘Square K’ emblem
and aircraft identifica-
tion numbers with small
unfilled stencil lines.
Note the unpainted metal
replacement rudder, soon to
be replaced once again.

¢447TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
‘LET JUSTICE BE DONE, LET THE HEAVENS FALL’
STATION No0.126
RATTLESDEN AIRFIELD ¢ SUFFOLK
oCAMPAIGNSe®

AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ® NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ® RHINELAND

ARDENNES-ALSACE * CENTRAL EUROPE
¢ ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
NOVEMBER, 1943-AUGuUST, 1945

Entered combat December, 1943 with dual color camouflaged
aircraft which, for security reasons, displayed no squadron
markings for the first several months of their tour. In early 1944 the
first unpainted B-17’s began to arrive and with them numerous
changes to the group’s marking profile. The propeller bosses of all
aircraft were directed
to be painted in
squadron colors and
later the engine
cowling rings re- M
ceived the same
treatment. A group §
identification device
was introduced in
December of 1944
which consisted of an Insig-
nia Blue chevron applied to
the top right and bottom left
outer wing surface areas, This
means of unit identification
was replaced by yet another change in February. 1945. This di-
rective called for the painting of the entire rear vertical stabilizer
assembly in Identification Yellow. Additionally the top surface area
of both rear vertical stabilizers were to receive the same (reatment
as were the outer tips of the main wings. Finally the application of
two vertical stripes, each measuring 24” with a 12" gap between,
was directed to be painted circumfluent the aft fuselage area just
slightly forward of the rear horizontal stabilizer. Fortunately for
the ground maintenance crews, this latter directive did not man-
date the removal of the recently applied chevrons from the wings,

The middel photo shows Bit ‘O Lace all patched-up
and back in service, This early 1945 rare color image
shows a typical high-visibility tactical marking scheme
for the 447th Bomb Group. The lower photo shows
just how effective these markings were within an
Eighth AAF squadron/group formation during WWII.

This final image gives a good representa-
tion of the size relationship and placement of
the 447th Bomb Group’s second pattern,
high-visibility tail/fuselage marking scheme.
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When the 448th first arrived in England
the only tactical unit marking was a 12"
white letter stenciled to the bottom of |
each vertical tail fin. Numbers 2,3,4
& 5 represented the 712th, 713th,
714th & 175th Sqdns respectively.
The Circle * | * began to appear on
448th B-24's in December, 1944,
The wing carried a 78" blue letter.

448"BOMBARMENT
GROUP (HEAVY)

Tail applications
consisted of a 69" white disc
containing a 36" tall Insignia Blue letter. Individual
squadron markers are covered on the next page.

~ 448th squadrons began to display code letters on
fuselages in March ‘44. These were 48" tall letter
combinations, blue-grey on camouflaged, black
2 on metal finished aircraft. The Circle * | * disc
continued to be displayed on the right wings.

High-visibility tails were
adopted in May 1944, The
36" diagonal black displayed

the geometric squadron

markers and individual
aircraft call-letters,
both in yellow. The
symbols averaged
26" in height while
the call-letters
measured approximately 22",

712™ BMB SQDN 713™ BMB SODN 714™ BMB SQDN

715™ BMB SODN
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¢448TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
‘DESTROY’
*STATION N0.146¢
SEETHING A/F-NORFOLK

*CAMPAIGNS®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ® NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ® RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE ® CENTRAL EUROPE
e ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
DECEMBER, 1943-]JUNE, 1945

As was the case with most bombardment groups within the Eighth
Air Force structure, there were numerous modifications and vari-
ables that effected the 448th’s tactical markings. However, with
the exception of the groups initial attempts at squadron identifica-
tion immediately following their arrival in England, the one con-
stant was the utilization of geometric symbols as a means
of individual squadron identification. When the group
adopted their high-visibility tail marking pattern, the size
of these squadron designating geometric shapes were,
out of necessity. reduced in size to accommodate the lim-
ited diagonal band size. At this same time, a duplicate
set of these symbols joined the previously relocated
aircraft serial numbers on the inside facing surfaces of
both tail fins. The sizes varied from between 24 and 36
inches in height and were applied with black paint on
metal surfaces and with yellow on camouflaged ships.

Adirect carry-over from the 448th Bomb Groups’ early attempts
at squadron identification and aircraft call-letter recognition was
the use of the aforementioned geometric symbols. These symbols
varied in both line weight (although specifications called for a
two-inch line width) and in the case of the triangle, shape as well.
These inconsistencies however were minor and the important fact
remains that these symbols were in fact a constant within the 448th
Bomb Group framework. The graphic images displayed at the top
of this text column depicts
these geometric squadron
symbols as applied with a
somewhat narrower line
width than the standard two
inch width. The photograph
at left provides a good close-
up look at a starboard fin ap-
plication of a 712th Bomb
Squadron B-24. Of special
interest in this particular
photo is the application of a rather large duplicate call-letter *N” to
the inside surface of the port side fin. As previously mentioned, a
standard application would have called for a duplicate image of
that appearing on the outside surface, including the geometric sym-
bol. This photograph however can be accurately dated as having
been shot mid-to-late 1944, as it was during this period that the
inclusion of the geometric symbol on the inside fin was discontinued.

Two wartime photographs which give a good look at both
the first and second pattern application of the 448th Bomb
Group tactical marking symtems. Note that in the upper photo
the SD110 squadron codes are absent from the rear fuselage
area. In the final months of 1944 the use of these codes
had been ordered discontinued and subsequently these im-
ages were removed from most of the groups existing aircraft.
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Immediately after deployment to Great Britain the ground
crews of the 452nd BG began applying the groups marker.
Although shapes varied considerably, specifications called
for a black letter ‘L' on a white rectangular background. No
SD110 squadron codes were adopted by the group dur-
ing normal combat operations. It was only at wars end
that ‘anti-buzzing’ codes were assianed,

however no such codes were displayed
prior to that time. Instead a ‘plus/mi-
nus’ (or ‘bar’) symbol system was
incorporated with the tail call-letter.

y Asoriginally applied, tail call-letters
appeared as a 20" tall Identification Yellow
letter with (or without), the approiate plus / minus symbol.

The 45th Combat Bomb Wing high-visibility wing marking
pattern as it applied to the 452nd BG was two parallel
bands of |dentification Yellow, each measur-
ing 36", with a 60" separation between. The

Square ‘L' marker was removed to make J
room for the new marking device.

The high-visibility tail similarly con-
sisted of two bands of Insignia
Yellow paint as shown. The bot-
tom band measured between

36" and 48" in height, the top
s band approximately 36". As
..~ with the wing application,

- there was roughly a 60" sepa-
ration between the two bands.

728™ BMB SQDN 729™ BMB SODN 730™ BMB SQDN 7315 BMB SQDN
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¢452ND BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
‘WORK FOR THE FUTURE
oSTATION NO.142e
DEOPHAM A/F-NORFOLK
¢CAMPAIGNSe®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ® NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ® RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE ® CENTRAL FUROPE
eASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
JANUARY, 1944-JUNE, 1945

This wartime aerial photograph offers what appears to be a
properly applied group marker to the upper right wing surface.

The composite image below represents a ‘typical” application of

a 452nd Bomb Groups tactical marking scheme as it would have
appeared on all natural
metal finished aircraft. The
452nd began receiving
such ships in March, 1944
and it was in fact not until

3\ January of 1945 that the
group adopted high-vis-
| ibility tail markings. As

' 1. such, these images are a
| far greater representation

| of what one would have
| seen in the air over south
. eastern England and
Western Europe during
the course of WWII.

As was the case with numerous other units within the Eighth Air
Force during the war years, there existed a great deal of deviation
in form when it came to the application of the groups Square ‘L
marker. The original group marker was a white rectangle measur-
ing sixty inches in height by forty inches in width on the rear ver-
tical stabilizer. The devise for the upper surface of the right wing
was to measure seventy-two by fifty-seven inches. Both devices
were to incorporate a forty-eight inch tall uppercase letter ‘L’ ap-
plied with black, rather than Insignia Blue, paint. These require-
ments seem straight forward enough, however, for reasons unclear
today. the specifications were only loosely adhered too. On some
aircraft it appeared as if there was some confusion concerning the
‘width vs. height, span vs. chord’ layout requirements, with the
result that stencils were apparently cut for tail applications apply-
ing the greatest measure to the width rather than the height. The
result were 452nd markers that well overlapped onto the rudder
area. Continuity aside, this was something that experienced ground
crews tried to avoid whenever possible. Due to the frequency with
which rudders on combat bombers were re-
placed due to battle damage, it made for an
odd looking marker when a part of the origi-
nal image went missing when the replacement
component was fitted. In addition to this _
anomaly, the 452nd BG's ‘square’ marker ’ =25
seemed at times to have taken on a life of its” i
own, manifesting itself into a myriad of vari-
ous shapes and sizes, seemingly at will.

2
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To further facilitate
in-flight recoanition,
the 453rd Bomb Grp.
sporadically applied
squadron colors to
aircraft propeller
bosses beginning
the first part of 1944,

P

453 &2 BOMBARDMENT

The Circle 'J* marker was adopted by the 453rd in early
1944. White disc’s measuring 69”(tail fin's) and 78"
(upper right wing) were applied to the group’s B-24's.
Forty-eight inch blue-grey SD110 squadron
codes began appearing on 453rd aircraft _##

in late March of the same year. §

_/oncurrent with the

adoption of the groups’ SD110
codes was the appearance of a plus symbol (+) after
the tail call-letters on aircraft of the 734 and 735th
squadrons. The 732nd and 733rd squadrons adopted
no additional call-letter symbols at this particular time.

With the receipt of natural metal finished
B-24's, the tactical marker and squad-
ron codes were appropriately converted.

High-visibility tactical tail
e markings began to appear on 453rd

aircraft in May, 1944. Two months later a revised tail
call-letter system was adopted. By the end of 1944
the groups fuselage letter codes had been eliminated.

732 BMB SQDN

733k BMB SQDN

735™ BMB SQDN

734™ BMB SQDN
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¢453RD BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e The images below represent the standardized use of ‘plus-mi-
‘ATTACK AND DESTROY’ nus’ codes adopted by the 453rd Bomb Group in July of 1944. As

was the case with several other 2nd Air Division groups, the diago-

*STATION NO.144e nal stripe of the 453rd’s high-visibility tail marking made the place-

0LD BUCKENHAM A/F-NORFOLK ment of an additional call-letter symbol something of a problem.
¢CAMPAIGNS® When studying period photographs of this unit, a wide variety of

AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ¢ NORMANDY applications of these symbols becomes very apparent. These dif-
NORTHERN FRANCE ® RHINELAND ferences not only apply in the comparison of one ship to another,
ARDENNES-ALSACE ® CENTRAL FUROPE but to the different positioning of these same symbols from the port

and starboard tails on the same aircraft. Although a minor matter,
it is nevertheless an interesting feature in the study of this subject.

e ASSIGNED FIGHTH AFe
DECEMBER, 1943-MAY, 1945

7325 BOMB SQUADRON

733 BOMB SQUADRO

34™ BOMB SQUADRON

There were several variations among squadrons of the 453rd in
the use of call-letters. At various times the use of bar codes was
implemented and than dropped by the groups squadrons. The ap-
plication of these bar symbols were apparently more a means of
differentiating between ships within the same squadrons that bore
identical call-letters. This method contrasted with the later use of 735™ BOMB SQUADRO
employing ‘plus-minus’ symbols as a means of identifying an
aircrafts’ actual squadron assignment. The 735th Bomb Squadron
was the first within the 453rd Bomb Group to universally adapt a
symbol after its™ aircraft call-letters as a means of unit identifica-
tion. A small yellow plus sign was added to the right of
each ships tail call-letter. This represented the first orga-
nized use of a call-letter symbol within the 453rd Bomb
Group as a means of determining individual aircraft
squadron assignment. By midsummer 1944 a new policy
was adopted which standardized the use of ‘plus-minus’
symbols within all squadrons of the 453rd BG. This stan-
dard use of symbols would continue to be employed by
the group for the remainder of its’ European combat tour.

The photograph at the left displays the typical
application of both the SD110 squadron code and
the use of the call-letter symbol. The image directly
above depicts a brief transition period which existed
between the time the 453rd BG adopted high-vis-
ibility tail markings and the SD 110 squadron codes.

(o]
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The Triangle 'U’ tactical marker was applied to 457th
B-17Q's shortly after the groups arrival in England. 72"
and 96" equilateral white triangles were applied to the
tail and upper right wing respectively.
Natural metal finish B-17's began to
arrive shortly thereafter and

these received a black triangle.

FAIT ArcOMPL
{_FAIT Aecot

TR

]

Individual aircraft
call-letters were assigned during this
same period. Applications varied in size from between
56" and 48". Specifications called for the use of Iden-
tification Yellow but numerous white call-letters were
in evidence for the first few months of deployment.

. The 457th adopted the practice of painting propeller
| bosses in squadron colors in mid-1944. This applications
- would continue throughout the remainder of the war.
Whether SD110 squadron codes were ever The 457th high-visibility tacti-
assigned to the 457th is uncertain, what cal tail marking was adopted in
is certain is that no such codes were 4 the summer of 1944. This
ever displayed by any of the groups called for a 48" Insignia Blue
squadron aircraft during the war. . stripe affixed to each side of
the vertical tail surface at a
prescribed 45° angle. The
22 most common method of
- ~application employed a
- block-masking procedure
. : - which resulted in a metal or Olive Drab
e margin around any existing tail markings.
v

748™ BMB SQDN 749™ BMB SQDN
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¢457TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
‘AN ACCOMPLISHED FACT’
oSTATION N0.130e
GLATTON A/F-HUNTINGDONSHIRE
¢CAMPAIGNSe®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ¢ NORMANDY

NORTHERN FRANCE ® RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE ® CENTRAL EUROPE

eASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
JANUARY, 1944-]JUNE, 1945

This photo shows a typical
aircraft identification method
adopted by the 457th in the
summer of 1944, The ships
call-letter was combined with
the last three digits of the tail
[.D. number and applied to
the nose in characters rang-
ing from 12" to 18" in height.
In the final months of the war
some aircraft displayed an
additional call-letter on either
side of the chin turret.

This later example of a nose
number application is clearly lack-
ing missing the individual aircraft
call-letter. Eliminating the call-let-
ter from nose applications became
standard practice within the 457th,
although existing applications
which contained this symbol were
not ordered removed or repainted.

Upon initial deployment to England, “The Fireball Outfit’ as the
457th Bomb Group was popularly known, came equipped with the
‘G’ model B-17 painted in the standard factory applied two-color
camouflage. In less than a month however the group began to re-
ceive unpainted natural metal finished aircraft. Both types of air-
craft, painted and unpainted, were affixed with the groups tactical
marker. As mentioned in the text on the previous page, it is not
known specifically why the 457th never adopted the standard SD110
squadron codes. Whether the result of a clerical oversight or by
design, the ground crews of the group were ultimately relieved of at
least one additional duty when servicing their aircraft.

Lt A & [

This photo affords a good detail look at a first
pattern group tail marking scheme. The tactical
markings on the tails of 457th ships, especially the
call-letters, were of a diverse range of shapes and
sizes with many applications clearly showing tell-
tale signs of hand painting rather than that of a
cleaner sprayed-on stencil application,

These three photographs show the evolution of tactical mark-
ing patterns within the 457th Bomb Group. Although not depicted
.~ here, there were some camouflaged B-17"s which remained around
b (0 receive the groups high-visibility tactical tail marking.
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Although all four squadrons displayed
combat insignia, research has failed
to disclose evidence that any such
image ever existed for the group.

The 458ths’ Circle ‘K’ first pattern tactical marker was
applied to the groups B-24s almost the moment they
touched English soil. Tail applications called for a 69"

white disc containing a 56” blue letter therein. —
The wing bore a similar image, a 78" disc
with the agroups 48" Insignia Blue letter ‘R’

=~ Application of the
dgroup marker necessitated the
repositionlng of the serial number to a point lower on the
fin. A 24" call-letter was then added to the tail configura-
tion. SD110 squadron codes were applied in March 1944.
These were blue-drey in color and averaged 51" in height.
The white areas of the national insignia were muted to a
neutral grey on many 458thBG aircraft in order to mini-
mize this images inherent ‘aiming point’ characteristics.
Natural metal finished B-24s began arriving in April 1944,
The aroups first pattern markings were applied to these
-| aircraft as either black and white images
| or, in some cases, black only with the

p——

b
L\
|
i
1
1
1
1
1
1
\
!
i
i
|
i

The 458ths’ high-visibility tactical
tail markings began appearing on
the groups aircraft in May, 1944.
__Serial numbers were relocated to
the inside top fin areas and a black
red 24" call-letter was positioned
within the newly applied 30" out-
ward facing vertical white stripe.

752" BMB SOQDN 7538 BMB SOQDN 754™ BMB SODN 755™ BMB SODN
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This image represents a proposed

¢458TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e

p ° patch for a special unit formed
STATION N0.123 within the 458th Bomb Group. The
HORSHAM ST FAITH A/F-NORFOLK VB-1 AZON Guided Bomb
*CAMPAIGNSe® project was the great-grand daddy

of todays ‘smart bombs’ and was
shrouded in secrecy until ulti-
mately declassified in 1977.
AZON, an synonym for ‘azimuth
only” was the invention of a Ma-
jor Henry Rand and Mr. Thomas
O'Donnell which allowed bombar-
diers a modem of decent control over 1,000 G.P. bombs after initial
release from the aircraft. Radio controls coupled with extremely
bright flares and smoke canisters attached to the tails assisted bom-
bardiers in guiding the bombs to their designated targets. This patch
was intended to be issued to aircrews assigned to the AZON Project,
however the program was terminated before actual production of
this piece began. Although never issued to the men who flew the
missions, this is nonetheless an interesting piece of 458thBG history.

AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ¢ NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ¢ RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE ® CENTRAL EUROPE
¢ ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
JANUARY, 1944-]JUNE, 1945

A typical application of 458th Bomb Group second pattern tacti-
As was the case with numerous other groups assigned to the  ca] markings. Although not shown in this particular photograph,
Eighth Army Air Force during this period of the war, each month  458th aircraft began adopting the use on ‘nose numbers’ very late
brought with it either an addition or modification to the 458th Bomb  ij the war. These markings consisted of the last three digits of the
Groups' tactical markings. Judging from the photographic evidence  aircrafts’ serial number, followed by a hyphen, followed in turn by
available today it would appear that the ground crews of the 458th  (he call-letter. These were large letters and were applied with yellow
were somewhat better prepared for these changes than some of their  paint on camouflaged ships and with black on natural metal finishes.
contemporaries in other groups. There is a consistency in all mark-
ing shapes and sizes among squadrons of the 458th that bespeaks a
conscious, unified effort to maintain an expeditious method of ap-
plying everything from the SD110 fuselage codes 1g
the groups’ tail marking applications. This pattern g
organized tactical marking application invariabl
helped ease the work load of the groups ground crew

hese two p sraphs depretthe application
of both first and second pattern 458th Bomb Group
tactical markings to camouflaged aircraft, both be-
longing to the 752nd Bomb Squadron. Of special
interest is what appears to be the numeral *9” which
has been stenciled to the top outside surface of the
number four engine cowling. The specific purpose
of this symbol is unknown as it bears no apparent
correlation to similar Eighth AAF applications.
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Adopted in March 1944, the 466thBG marker called for
the application of a 69" white disc on both tail sections
and a similiar 78" disc on the upper right wing surface.
Each disc contained a 36" and 48" Insignia Blue letter 'L’
. respectively. The aircraft serial number was re-painted

lower on the fin surface and a 30" yellow call-letter was
- applied. No additional call-letter symbols =

were used by the squadrons at this time.

GROUP w)

- Also adopted in March of

1944 were SD110 squadron codes
which were applied as 48" tall letters in blue-grey on
camouflaged ships and later, with black paint on natu-
ral metal finished aircraft.

High-visibility tactical tail mark-
. ings were adopted by the
— = 466thBaG in May of 1944. After

e __repainting the serial numbers on
- the top inside fin areas, the out-
ward facing surfaces were
painted overall split in the middle red
by a 36" horizontal white stripe. A new system
of call-letters utilizing plus/minus symbols as a means of
assisting in unit identification was adopted by all squad-
rons of the 466th Bomb Group at this same time..

784™ BMB SQDN 785™ BMB SQDN 786™ BMB SQDN 787™ BMB SQDN
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*466TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e CALL-LETTERS
‘THE FLYING DECK’ In May of 1944 the following letter and

lus/minus symbols were universally
A .ST):{Eg: Ah/ll? I:fl?!’:)!.l{ . a[:dopled by the ﬁﬁbth Bombardment Group.
¢CAMPAIGNS®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ® NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ¢ RHINELAND

ARDENNES-ALSACE ® CENTRAL EUROPE
¢ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
MARCH, 1944-]JUNE, 1945

784TH BOMB SQUADRON

785TH BOMB SQUADRON

786TH BOMB SQUADRON

787TH BOMB SQUADRON

The use of assigned squadron colors on 466thBG engine cowl-
ings was initiated in mid 1944 and universally adopted by all squad-
rons by early 1945. The question may arise as to why the second
pattern illustration on the facing page does not carry the colors of
the 786th Bomb Group on its” engine cowling ring. Battle damage
forced this particular aircraft to crash land in Sweden on 21Jund4.
This was prior to the adoption of the squadron color policy and
consequently displays no such markings. Prior to this period, indi-
vidual aircraft in all squadrons were known to employ the use of
colors to the engine propeller bosses. These applications were ran-
dom at best and no official policy regarding the use of assigned
squadron colors were issued by 466th BG headquarters at this time.

UNIFORM SQUADRON COLOR APPLICATION/1945

785m
BMBSQDN

The upper and lower photographs are good representative images
of both the first and second pattern tactical marking schemes for
the 466thBG. Note the painted outer engine cowling rings in the
bottom photo as well as the painted propeller bosses in the top photo.
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467th first pattern group markings were applied soon af-
ter deployment to England. Tail applications called for a
69" disc with a 56" letter, wings received a 78" disc and
a 48" letter, Serial nuMbers were reposi- e

tioned below the new disc and a 24"
call-letter was also added to the tail.

467 ™ BOMBARDMENT
GROUP (HEAVY)

Prior to beginning
combat operations the groups
squadrons received their SD110 codes. These were
applied as 36" tall symbols using a light grey paint.
This color was changed to black with receipt of
natural metal finished replacement aircraft.

High-visibility tactical markings be-
dan to appear on 467th ships in May, 1944, The
36" diagonal white stripe contained the individual aircraft
call-letter. A modified call-letter system had been imple-
mented the previous month. These modifications are cov-
ered in greater depth on the following page.

788™ BMB SQDN 789™ BMB SQDN 790™ BMB SQDN 7915 BMB SODN
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¢467TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
‘To SET FREE’
oSTATION N0.145e
RACKHEATH A/F-NORFOLK
*CAMPAIGNS®
AMERICAN THEATER
AIRAFFENSIVE-EUROPE ® NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ® RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE ® CENTRAL EUROPE

¢ ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
MARCH, 1944-]JUNE, 1945

The Rackheath Aggies ground crews were kept busy after their
arrival in Great Britain. In addition to everything else on their
agenda, the paint was still wet from applying the first tactical mark-
ing schemes to the groups aircraft when everything they had just
finished was ordered changed. Tail call-letters underwent a slight
modification in April, just prior to the group being classified as
operational. The images below illustrate these changes to the
call-letters which were issued within one month of each other.

788m
BMB SQDN

The 467th BG insignia &_
doubles as a sign board for
the base officers club. The |
Sword And Chain was
situated at the end of the |2
this typically English &§
countryside pathway.

o

The images below were just about the only two that turned up
while doing photographic research for the 467th that showed un-
obstructed close-ups of the nose numbers. The vast majority of front
angle shots have crew members either partially or totally obscur-
ing the individual tactical markings. This is quite natural as it prob-
ably didn"t occur to anyone at the time that future generations would
find such utilitarian objects a source of much interest. Be that as it
may. in October 1944 the 467th adopted the policy of painting the
last three digits of the serial
number on the aircrafts
nose. These numbers ranged
from 24" to 30" in height
and were applied with white
paint on camouflage and
black paint on the groups
all metal finished B-24s.

788m
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482 ¥ BOMBARDMENT SD110 squadron codes were adopted by the 406th in

GROUP (PATHFINDER) October, 1943. These were 48" tall and positioned
REDESIGNATED forward the national insignia. A 24" call-letter
48280 BOMBARDMENT was applied to the tail section just below the
GROUP (HEAVY) aircraft serial number. There were no

NOVEMBER, 1944 tactical markings affixed to the wings.

4230280

The initial B-24’s assigned to the 814th Bomb Squadron
displayed nothing more than the national insignia, all origi- The 406th dispensed with display-
nal insignia from previous unit assignments : ing squadron codes on their air-

were hastily over painted. Later, no attempt craft for a period of several months
was made to cover l..lp the unit Insignia Of unt" re[nstated in September'

aircraft attached during training periods. | 1944, By this time natural metal

aircraft had arrived in the unit and
all markings were applied with
black paint. This time around the
B-24's received SD110 squadron
codes and these were applied aft
the waist gunners window area.

812™ BMB SQDN 813™ BMB SQDN 814™ BMB SQDN
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¢482ND BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
oSTATION N0.102e
ALCONBURY A/F-HUNTINGDONSHIRE
¢CAMPAIGNS®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ® NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ¢ RHINELAND

ARDENNES-ALSACE ® CENTRAL EUROPE
e ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
AUGUST, 1943-]JUNE, 1945

By today's standards the 482nd Bomb Group would be catego-
rized as a Spec Ops unit. The 482nd was activated in England and
comprised of select VIII Bomber Command flight crews and key
personnel from the 329th Bomb Squadron who had worked on the
early Gee experiments. Ground crews were supplied from the 479th
Antisubmarine Group when that unit was disbanded in November,
1943. The mission of this unit was essentially to develope and field
test various improved airborne radar systems used in blind bomb-
ing, or BTO (Bombing Through Overcast). Early on the group would
provide Pathfinder ships (PFF) to other Eighth Air Force bombing
formations. After a time the 482nd became responsible for the train-
ing of specially designated air crews from the virtually every Bom-
bardment group comprising the Eighth. These crews would learn
the techniques of airborne radar operation and subsequently be re-
turned to their original units to take up their new roll as designated
group Pathfinders. This honor was not without it’s risks however,

The life of a PFF crew was not an enviable one and carried
with it not only much of the responsibility of a
missions success or failure, but the increased dan-
gers inherent with a radar equipped B-17 or B-
24. This equipment was not only heavy and space
consuming, it also required the addition on an-
othercrewman or ‘Mickey” operator, The radome
was a fully retractable unit which was located
where the ball turret would normally be, thus re-
ducing the Pathfinders defensive firepower. As
if this wasn’t enough, each PFF was required to
carry a normal bomb load in addition to the smoke flares for marl
ing the designated target area. In the Eighth Air Force, the prestige
of being among the ‘top bomber crews’ came at a very high price.

These two combat insignia belong tothe N
same outfit, the 406th Bomb
Squadron. This was a highly £%
traveled unit that served in both  /

the Pacific as well as in Europe.

Although the 406th was
not permanently assigned
to the 482nd Bomb Group,
they were attached from early
December 1943 until late Febru-
ary 1944. The 406th was presumably with the 482nd to learn the
tricks-of -the-trade of airborne radar technology. These skills un-
doubtedly aided the 406th later on when they would participate in
the Carpetbagger missions, a special operations effort which sup-
plied resistance forces in Western Europe.

The top, or Disney, insignia was temporarily replaced by the lower
image. The 406th did not however abandon their Indian Boy for
long and in fact is today the current historical image for this unit.
There have been two small modifications to this insignia over the
years. Somewhere along the way the signal pistol in the belt and
decorative border have been discarded from the original design.

Other than the assigned squadron codes, the only other tactical
marking devise adopted by the 482nd Bomb Group was a 60" solid
black equilateral triangle. This symbol began appearing on the
group’s B-17"s in September of 1944, but for whatever reason, there
is no evidence that it was ever affixed

to the B-24"s of the 8 14th Squadron.

©Disney Enterprises, Inc.
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The 486th originally went to war flying B-24's displaying
the Square 'O’ tactical marker. These measured 48" on
the tail and 60” on wings. Both contained a 36" and 48"
letter respectively. A 24" tall yellow call-letter was painted
Just below the serial number. An additional call-letter was
applied to the fuselage area, forward the national insig-
nia. The SD110 squadron code was located to .
the rear of the waist gunners window. Both of
these measured 40” in height in a light-grey.

The 486th was ordinarily very keen
on the use of visuals within its’ orga-
nizational structure. However, they
appear to have failed to develope a
combat insignia for the themselves.

' The 486ths’ B-24's were replaced with
m B-17's in July,1944. All aircraft received
were all natural metal finished and re-

339163 . ceived the groups newly assigned
Square ‘W’ tactical marker. Specifica-

as tions called for a 48" square on the
i-*’ﬁil with a 57" X 72" rectangle on
- the wings. In December ‘44, two
converging 36° stripes were directed to be
applied to the upper right and lower left wing
| The call-letter was dropped from ' surfaces. In early ‘45 a new high-visibility

the tail and added forward the | tactical color scheme was adopted by the
~ national insignia and applied in | 486th. Color applications included the en-
' their respective squadron colors, tire tail surface as well as the tips of the

wings and leading edaes of the horizontal
stabilizers. Three 24" color bands with 12"
separations were added to the rear fuselage.

\

832 BMB SOQDN 833k BMB SQDN 834™ BMB SQDN 835™ BMB SQDN

110



*486TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
oSTATION NO0.174¢
SUDBURY A/F-SUFFOLK
¢CAMPAIGNS®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ¢ NORMANDY

NORTHERN FRANCE ® RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE ® CENTRAL EUROPE

¢ ASSIGNED FIGHTH AFe
MARCH, 1944-AUGuUST, 1945

From a visual perspective the 486th Bomb Group is one of the
most interesting units within the Eighth Army Air Force. A name
that should stand out among aficionados of WWII nose art is that
of one Cpl. Philip Brinkman. Assigned to the 834th Bomb Squad-
ron, Brinkman was a commercial illustrator in civilian life, and
created for his squadron some of the most memorable art work to
ever grace the sides of any aircraft, anywhere at any time. In addi-
tion the work he generated on other ships within the squadron,
Brinkman in the process of worlung on the twelfth and final B-24

i 1 in his “Zodiac’ series
when the group made
the transition to B-17s.
Nevertheless, the ‘Scor-
pio’ nose art he de-
signed for B-24 #42-
52762 (depicted at left)
so impressed the squad-
ron commander that
this image was adopted

i as the official combat
insignia of the 834th Bomb Squadron. For those unfamiliar with
the nose art created by Phil Brinkman, it is well worth the effort to
spent the time to get acquainted with this talented individuals work.
An interesting historical footnote is the fact that during the forty-
nine combat missions flown by the 486th Bomb Group in B-24’s,
not one of the eleven ‘Zodiac's’ painted by Brinkman ever failed to
return to base. Maybe the German gunners appreciated good art.

Allhuugh somewh.u
out of focus, the photo
to the left is unusual in
that the group tactical
marker is that of a
white square containing
a black letter on a
painted late war tail surface. Normal applications called for a white
letter on a black square such as that in the top photo. An especially
interesting detail in the latter item is the presence of armed Wehrmacht
troops guarding the downed 486th aircraft. This shot is so unusual
that it almost has the look of a still photo taken during the filming
of a Hollywood war movie. It is a sobering reminder of the very real
dangers faced by allied airmen in the skies over Western Europe.

Very shortly after making the transition from B-24’s,
the 486th Bomb Group adopted the Square W’
tactical marking. The groups former Square ‘O’
marker was dropped because there was
some concern that with the groups
onversion to B-17's their old
marker might be to easily confused
with the Square ‘D’ tactical marker
belonging to the 100th Bomb Group. When the 4th
Combat Bomb Wing chevron was ordered applied to the upper right
wing surface of the groups aircraft, existing Square ‘W™ markers
were either removed or simply painted over and omitted from re-
placement aircraft wing applications. The photo below illustrates a
typical first pattern Square “W’ tail
marking scheme. Note the SD110
squadron code on the rear fuse-
lage. Use of these codes would be
dropped when the 486th Bomb
Group adopted their new high-
visibility tactical marking theme

during the end of January, 1945.

Also in January ‘45, the 486th BG adopted the use of 24" wide
bands of color applied to the nose sections of all their B-17"s.

8325 BOMB SQUADRON

834™ BOMB SQUADRO

833w BoMB SQUADRON 835" BOMB SQUADRON
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Originally deployed with B-24's the 487th adopted the
Square ‘P’ as their group marking device. Applications for
the tail specified a 48" white square while tail applications
called for a slightly different 72 X 57" rectangle. Both
images were to contain a 36" Insignia Blue letter.
Individual call-letters were applied in 24" s
yellow characters below the serial number.

Squadron codes
plus an additional call-letter

were applied to the fuselage as 48"

tall characters in a light-grey paint.

Along with the new aircraft came
new high-visibility tactical markings.
The entire tail surface of the newly
assianed B-17’s were painted
smg/dentification Yellow. The Square
e —P' marker was retained but
T was converted to a white-on-
black image. Additionally, the entire

' leading surface areas of both horizontial
| stabilizers recieved an application of
yellow paint, top and bottom. This also

included painting the tips of the wings.

In December of 1944 the 487th
began applying the 4th Combat
. Bomb Wing chevron to the upper
- right and lower left wing surfaces
- Eachyellow and blue band measured
approximately 48" in overall width.

.............................

836™ BMB SQDN 837™ BMB SQDN 838™ BMB SQDN 839™ BMB SQDN
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¢487TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
THE ‘GENTLEMEN FROM HELL'
eSTATION N0.137¢
LAVENHAN A/F-SUFFOLK
¢CAMPAIGNS®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ® NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ® RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE ® CENTRAL EUROPE
o ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
APRIL, 1944-JUNE, 1945

The 487th originally entered combat as a B-24 outfit but after
less that three months into their operations, the group began to make
the transition to the B-17. This transition was completed in August
of 1944 when the group had effectively phased the ‘24’s out of
their combat operations.

The original inventory of B-24’s assigned to the 487th were of
the typical two color camouflage type, but replacement aircraft dis-
playing natural metal finishes began arriving as early as May 1944,
It was not long after this that the group began adding the first B-17
to their inventory. All these aircraft were of the "G’ series and also
featured natural metal finishes. To date no camouflaged *Forts' are
known to have ever been assigned to the 487th Bomb Group.

The B-17's originally had the groups tactical marker dfFKCd 1o
the upper right wing surface area. This image was P
white-on-black and generally measured 57" square.
These symbols were removed however the follow-
ing December to make room for the new 4th Combat
Bomb Wing chevron. The images to the right illus-
trate typical first pattern 487th Bomb Group
markings as they were applied to the units B-17's.

Although this is an excellent operational shot of a 487th
Bomb Group B-17, the yellow tail and wing markings are
barely discernible in a black-and-white image format.

use of color for other
than wing and tail

-applications began to
appear on aircraft
assigned to the 839th
Bomb Squadron. In
some instances the outer engine cowlings received a coat
of Insignia Red paint while other ships within the same squad-
ron opted to apply this same color to the entire chin turret
area. Reportedly, the 857th Squadron began painting the
endine cowlings of their aircraft with Identification Yellow dur-
ing this same time period. Neither of these colors however
were ever officially adopted within the 487th Bomb Group.
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The Circle ‘W’ configuration on the right wing was origi-
nally intended to be displayed on tail surfaces as well.
For reasons discussed later, only the wing application
remained intact. This was a white disc that varied in size
from between 78" and 84" in diameter. 5D110 squad-
ron codes were applied as 48" tall characters uslng a
light-grey paint. These were located aft
the waist gunners window and forward #

the tail plane on both sides of the ship.

a light grass-agreen paint divided vertically by a 30" white
stripe. Individual aircraft call-letters measuring 24" in height
were applied to this stripe utilizing black paint. Within the
squadrons the 844th used letters only; the 845th used a
~ With reciept of all metal finished air- minus sign under the letter; the 846th a plus sign before
~craft the wing marker became a the letter and the 847th a minus sign after the letter.
'. white on black image. The SD110
; 1 codes, while remaining in the same
© location, were applied in black paint.

Upon their transfer from the 95th to
the 20th Combat Bomb Wing, the
489th Bomb Group adopted an all
yellow tail in keeping with the 20th
W’s high-visibility tactical tail mark-
ing policy. Unlike the other groups
already assigned to the 20th, the
489th did not employ the use of a
Vo = black stripe on its’ tail applications.

844™ BMB SQDN 845™ BMB SODN 846™ BMB SODN 847™ BMB SQDN
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¢489TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
‘REMOVING THE DARKNESS
WITH THE LIGHT OF TRUTH’
oSTATION N0.365¢
HALESWORTH A/F-SUFFOLK
¢CAMPAIGNS®
AMERICAN THEATER

AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ® NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ® RHINELAND

e ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
MAY, 1944-NOVEMBER, 1944

"

Due in large part undoubtedly to the fact that the 489th Bomb
Groups assignment to the Eighth Air Force lasted less than eight
months, the availability of photographic source material is some-
what on the thin side. Towards the end of 1944 it was determined
that the air war in Europe was well in hand and it was consequently
decided to redeploy the 489th to the Pacific Theater of Operations.
Thus it was that the group was transferred back to the United States
for additional training in B-29’s in preparation for doing battle
against Japan, a deployment which as it turned out, never took place.
The photograph above shows the second pattern 95th Combat Bomb
Wing tail application of the 489th Bomb Group. This was the de-
sign that superceded the previously discussed Circle “W’ motif.

Upon arrival at their new base at Halesworth, the

ground crews of the 489th Bomb Group set about the
task of applying the newly assigned tactical markings
to the groups inventory of B-24's. Original specifica
tions pertaining to the 489th called for, among other;
things, the application to the outside surface areas of
both tail fins of a white disc measuring approximately
70 inches in diameter. Contained therein would be a
36 inch uppercase “W’, rendered in black as opposed
to Insignia Blue. Concurrently, a similar configura
tion was directed to be applied to the upper right wing
surface area, The directive pertaining to this devise
likewise called for a white disc, in this case measur:
ing approximately 80 inches in diameter and contain
ing a 48 inch black uppercase “W'. Work on this
project came to an abrupt about face when headquar-
ters received word that they were to be issued a ne
tail identification system. Ground crews were apprised
that the wing application would remain the is overhead aerial shot provides a good look at the wing ap-
same but they were ordered to remove any  plication of the Circle *“W" marker of the 489th Bomb Group. As
recently applied Circle "W" markers from  previously stated, even though this symbol was dropped from 489th
all tail sections. Not having anything much  tail applications, it continued to be displayed on the upper right wings.
better to do with their time, the ground
personnel undoubtedly went about com-
#plying with this new change-order with
unbridled enthusiasm. At any rate, the im-
age at left depicts these early efforts and is
representative of what the groups tails
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Between April and May of 1944, the 490th received its
first pattern tactical marker. Tail applications consisted

of a 48" square containing a 40" Insignia Blue or Black
uppercase letter 'T'. Call-letters were painted in yellow
just below the serial number. Wing markers
measured 78"(span) X 48"(chord), with

colors matching the tail application.

Gnom' (Hmw)

= At this time the 490th
did not utilize any marking method
allowing for squadron identification.

The Square ‘T’ wing markers g
were eventually removed
from all 490th BG aircraft.

In August of 1944 the 490th began
receiving the first of their B-17G's.
. These ships , as all to follow, featured
natural metal finishes and would be
adorned with the new 93rdCBW high-
l_yﬁ‘s,ibillty aroup marking pattern. In
4 the case of the 490th this entailed
~ the painting of the upper third of the
vertical tail (approximately 52"down from
the tip) utilizing Insignia Red. The original
serial numbers were removed and repainted
in characters measuring roughly 10" in
height, some 5" smaller that the factory ap-
plied set of numbers. The reason for redo-
ina these numbers is unclear today. The in-
dividual call-letter method adopted by the
490th is discussed on the following page.

in width while the same appli- |
cation to both rear horizontal
stabilizers had a width of 36”

848" BMB SODN 849m BMB SQDN 850™ BMB SQDN 851sr BMB SQDN
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*490TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
oSTATION N0.134e
EYE A/F-SUFFOLK
¢CAMPAIGNS®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ¢ NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ¢ RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE ® CENTRAL EUROPE
o ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
APRIL, 1944-]JUNE, 1945

The 490th Bomb Group was yet another of those units within
the structure of the Eighth Air Force that avoided the use of SD110
squadron codes. Being relatively late arrivals to the European The-
ater of Operations may have had a great deal to do with this factor.
By the summer of 1944, virtually all units comprising the Eighth
had adopted their own distinctive group marking system, and thus
individual aircraft identification within each unit may have become
a discretionary issue. Whatever the reason, the bombers of 490th
did not adopt a ‘traditional” squadron code system until after
Germany'’s surrender on the eighth of May, 1945. As stated on the
previous page, with the exception of a call-
letter, the 490th did not employ any means of
individual aircraft identification whatsoeve
during the period following their initial
deployment in England. With the groups new:
high-visibility color tactical marking pattern
however, the 490th did adopt a plus/minus (bar)
code mechanism designed to assist in air-to-
air and ground control aircraft identification.

-, Following the 490th’s original allociation of cam-
\ ouflaged B-24H’s, the group began to receive re-
~ ! placement aircraft in natural metal finishes. These

. new B-24’s were adorned in a similiar fashion as
| their fully painted sister ships, however the marker
:/ applications became white-on-black. It was
common practice to mask out the ‘T" prior to

applying the black square thus allowing the metal undersurface to
show through as the letter form once the mask had been removed.

With the introduction of the 93rd
Combat Bomb Wings high-vis-
ibility color tactical markings,
the 490ths’ B-24"s were ‘redeco-
rated’ to conform to the new unit
identification system. As with their B-
17 counterparts, the top one-third of each tail section
received a coat of red paint. On camouflaged ships the bottom two-
thirds were painted an overall white, while natural metal finishes
received no paint in this area. Individual alrcraft ca]l lctlers were
now applied with black paint and measured : '
approximately 24" in height. The use of
additional squadron identifying symbols
were adopted during this same time period.
The ‘plus’ symbol employed by the 851st
Bomb Squadron varied considerably in both
weight and size but nevertheless remained
unmistakable as to its’ origin. The ‘bars’
adopted by the 848th and 850th squadrons
were a different matter altogether. These
symbols more closely resembled a large
black brick than an accustomed bar/minus
image. If nothing else, they were different.

The two photographs to the
immediate left provide good
glimpses at both the first and
second pattern applications
of the 490th Bomb Groups
tactical markings. Note that
the “plus’ symbol on the tail of this par-
ticular B-17 measures in at about the
same height as the call-letter itself. In the
lower photo the call-letter appears to be
approximately 24" in height. Early ap-
plications of this symbol within the 490th
seemed to have run the gambit size-wise,
ranging anywhere from as small as 12"
to that of a more standard size such as
depicted in this war time photograph.
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High-visibility tail markings were adopted by the 491st
upon the groups arrival in England. The white stripe mea-
sured 36" in height with call-letters averaging in at around
24", The Circle ‘2’ wing devise had a diameter of 78" and
incorporated a 48" tall letter. On camouflaged applica-
tions this letter could be either Insignia Blue or black,
however the majority of aircraft assigned to the 491st
consisted of natural metal finishes. The SDI 10 squad-
ron codes were 48" tall and applied in

a light-grey paint on camouflaged
| ships and with black on metal surfaces.

The tail surfaces of 491st B-24's alternated between  This image is rep-
Medium Green (No.42) and a somewhat darker shade  resentative of a
used by the R.A.F. plus a ‘home brewed’ concoction typical 14th Com-
- that was apparently the result of mixing an appropriate  bat Bomb Wing tail
amount of available colors. This mixture proved some- marking as finally
~what less than satisfactory for the most adopted by the
| part, as the so-called ‘grass-green’ had 491st Bmb Grp in
' a decidedly sickly pallor about it. the last few months of the Euro-

- . pean conflict. This pattern had
formerly been displayed on 492nd
Bomb Group aircraft prior to that
units being broken up with the
headquarters structure subse-
quently reassigned to the special
covert operations unit desig-
nated Operation Carpetbagger.

852ND BMB SQDN 853% BMB SQDN 854™ BMB SODN 855™ BMB SQDN




©491ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
‘THE RINGMASTERS'
*STATION N0.366
METFIELD A/F-SUFFOLK
oSTATION N0.143e

NORTH PICKENHAM A/F-NORFOLK
¢CAMPAIGNSe®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ® NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ® RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE ® CENTRAL EUROPE
¢ ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
JANUARY, 1944-]JUNE, 1945

It took the 491st Bomb Group a little while 1o settle in after
reaching Great Britain. They were first billeted at North Pickenham
Air Field, but this lasted less than six weeks. They next moved to
Metfield, where their stay lasted only four months, from |5 April
thru 15 August. The group finally came to roost right back where
they had started from, North Pickenham, and here they would re-
main until the wars end. The
491st originally began their
combat operations with the 95th
Combat Bombardment Wing,
but this unit was deactivated in
August of 1944, The 95th CBW
had been activated in England
on the 12th of December 1943
and had only been operational
for approximately six weeks
prior to being shut down. The §
489th and 490th Bomb Groups
were the only two combat units actually assigned to the 95th CBW,
which was subsequently disbanded on 28 August, 1945.

The 490th BG was officially placed under the command of the
14th Combat Bombardment Wing immediately after the 95th CBW
ceased its own combat operations. The group was (o remain a per-
manent component of the 95th throughout the remainder of the war.
The 490th continued however to display its™ original green tail and
horizontal white stripe tail configuration until March, 1945. At that
time it adopted color markings consistent with the 14th CBW.

This aerial shot affords a good look at the relative size and place-
ment of the 490ths’ original Circle *Z’ wing marker. Some of the
letters contained within these devices were applied with rounded
edges, others were of a sharp edge variety. Refer to the wing illus-
trations on the preceding page for a comparison of the two types.

Although the use of color
as a means of squadron identi-
fication was never officially
adopted by the 491st Bomb
Group, two of its’ squadrons
did opt to employ painted
cowling rings within their re-
spective structures by the end
of 1944, These applications
were somewhat sporadic and
were not inclusive of all aircraft within the squadrons. Although
490th headquarters had apparently given provisional permission to
employ the use of color in this manner, the 853rd and 855th Squad-
rons apparently made a decision not to participate in this program.

An up-close look at the tactical
markings of a B-24H belonging to
the 854th Bomb Squadron. Note
that the *bar’ in this particular
tail call-letter application is of a
‘trailing” mode. (see chart below)

A 852np
SODN

The visual to the right represents the
squadron identification plus/minus (bar)
symbols utilized by the 49 1st Bomb Group,
and incorporated in conjunction with tail
call-letters. In the case of the 853rd and
854th Squadrons, both methods of applying
the *bar’ symbols were used concurrently.

i 854
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The Circle ‘U’ wing applications had a diameter of 78"
and the few camoulaged B-24's assigned to the group
displayed this image as a black letter on a white disc.
This was opposed to the typical white- .

on-black configuration seen on the
aroups natural metal finished aircraft.

' SD110 squadron codes were assigned to the 492nd
~ at the onset. These were applied as 48" tall letters
to the rear fuselage area, aft the waist gunners win-
dow. A light-grey paint was selected for use on the
few camouflaged B-17J's assigned to the group,
- while black was the color of choice for use

The groups second pattern tail mark-
ings consisted of a 36” diagonal black
stripe applied at an angle of 45°. Cen-
tered therein was a white call-letter
measuring approximately 24" in
height and incorporating respec-

on all natural metal finished aircraft, tive squadron identification

symbols. Due to the physi.l con-
 straints inherent with ‘copy fitting’
a diagonal image, the bars
_ (minus symbols) of the
857th and 858th squadrons
were offset somewhat to keep
from reducing their overall length.

859™ BMB SQDN
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¢492ND BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
‘THE CARPETBAGGERS'
oSTATION NO0.143
NORTH PICKENHAM A/F- NORFOLK
oSTATION NO. 179e
HARRINGTON A/F-NORTHHAMPTONSHIRE
¢CAMPAIGNS®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ¢ NORMANDY

NORTHERN FRANCE * SOUTHERN FRANCE
RHINELAND ¢ CENTRAL EUROPE

¢ ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
APRIL, 1944-JUNE, 1945

As a conventional Eighth Air Force bombardment unit the 492nd
Bomb Group had a very brief career. The 492nd entered combat on
May 11, 1944 and were removed from combat the following Au-
gust. During slightly less than four months of bombing operations
the group got pretty well beat-up, losing fifty-seven of its” aircraft
to direct combat or combat related operations. On August 11th 1944
the 492nd Bomb Group, for all intent and purpose, ceased 1o exist.
The group was disbanded, its’ equipment disbursed to other units,
its" personnel transferred to other duty stations. On the surface it
appeared as if the 492nd had faded into history. Looks however are
often deceiving, especially in times of war. This is where the actual
unit history of the group gets real cloudy. Select per- _S .
sonnel from the 492nd were transferred to Harrington
Air Field and subsequently reconstituted as a group
on August 13th. The ‘new’ 492nd was actually com-
prised of elements of the former 801st Bomb Group
(Provisional) which included the mysterious 36th
and 406th Bomb Squadrons, both of which had re-
cently experienced heavy combat losses themselves.
This newly consolidated unit would continue the work
begun by the 801st, preforming special missions in
conjunction with both the American OSS (Office of Strategic
vices) and the British SOE (Special Operations Executive). 1n other
words, covert operations!

Due to the nature of these operations, normal tactical markings
were removed from all 492nd aircraft, with the exception of the
preexisting squadron codes which the group continued to display.

Most of the B-24's consigned to the 492nd
featured natural metal finishes. However a
handful of camouflaged B-24J’s did reach
the group and those that did displayed, for a
very brief period, the Circle ‘U’ tail marker.
This was a 697 disc with a 36" black letter.

---------------------

..................

‘AN ) FWERTE B

-------------

----------

-------------

.....

------------------

The graphics above depict the use of symbols adopted by the
492nd BG and incorporated with individual aircraft call-letters.
These were in addition to the SD110 squadron codes which were
prominently displayed on the rear fuselage area of all 492nd B-24's.

This is an interesting photo in that it poses several
questions. The serial number on the outfacing port
fin appears to have been repainted higher up on
the tail than the original factory application. From
this image it is unclear as to whether this occurred
before or after the addition of the diagonal stripe.

of the original Circle ‘U’ group tactical marker. When the 492nd
adopted the diagonally striped tail, many of the groups aircraft sim-
ply had this new pattern applied directly over the existing image.
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93 RD
COMBAT
BOMBARDMENT
WING (H)

3 RD
BOMBARDMENT

(AIR) DIVISION

The 493rds’ original consignment of B-24's received the
aroups Square ‘X' marker. This ‘square’ was frequently
applied as a rectangle on early applications measuring
from anywhere between 48”x48" to 48"x60" on the tail
and 72"x57" on wings. Each contained a 36" or 48” let-
ter respectively. Black-on-white was applied _.

to camouflaged aircraft, white-on-black to
those ships with natural metal finishes.

Painted propeller bosses
were employed by the (.
493rd BG at an early stage.

Along with the 493rds’ conversion to B-17's came the
high-visibility markings of the 93rd Combat Bomb Wing.
The wing band measured 48" in width while the rear hori-
- zontal stabilizers measured |
. 36". The tail band ascended
\ from the fuselage approxi-
| mately 36". A single 18" tall
call-letter was applied in the
top one-third of the tail sec-
tion. In place of the normal 5D110 squadron code on
the fuselage there was a 48" tall black squadron ‘call-
n sign’. The ships tail ‘call-letter’ preceded by the fuse-
. lage ‘call-sign’ served in place of the more traditional
| SD110 codes until these were finally adopted wars end.
i

860™ BMB SQDN 8615 BMB SQDN 862 BMB SQDN 863 BMB SQDN




¢493RD BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
‘HELTON’S HELLCATS’
eSTATION N0.152¢
DEBACH A/F-SUFFOLK
eCAMPAIGNS®
AIR OFFENSIVE-EUROPE ® NORMANDY
NORTHERN FRANCE ® RHINELAND
ARDENNES-ALSACE ¢ CENTRAL EUROPE
¢ ASSIGNED EIGHTH AFe
JANUARY, 1944-JUNE, 1945

Three variations of patterns as would have
been displayed on the tail fins of 493rd BG
B-24's prior to the groups transition to B-17s.

The 493rd Bomb Group holds two particularly unique distine- : . !
tions within its’ relatively brief history. This was the last bomb group ~ From the very beginning of their combat operations the 493rd Bomb
to be placed on operational status within the structure of the Eighth  Group employed the use of painted propeller bosses as an additional
Air Force. The other interesting footnote is that the 493rd flew their ~ means of determining individual aircraft squadron assignment.
first combat operation on the Sixth of June, 1944, the day Allied
ground forces stormed ashore on the beaches of Southern France.

The 493rd originally trained and deployed to England with an in-

ventory of ‘H’ and ‘)" series B-24"s. The group did
in fact enter combat with this aircraft and contin- |
ued to fly the Liberators until these were replaced
with Flying Fortresses” in September of 1944.

TERRIRERNF 7Ty 77 - This photograph

vt s - gives a good look at

B b iR | i e o the starboard side of

....... Pl o eeTeir ey e _ 2 493rd B-17. Note

SBOEST Sk v RITTres that the fuselage code designating the 861st Bomb Squadron is

SODN . - ' tREREERS positioned just forward the waist gunners window. This is repre-

- sentative of a typical application of this particular marking devise

Although the 493rd did not adopt formal squadron codes until after ~ within the 493rd Bomb Group on all their replacement B-17G’s.
the cessation of hostilities, they did incorporate within their unit a
means of squadron identification in addition to the use of colored

propeller bosses. Each squadron was assigned a letter and this ~ Note: The only squadron insignia for this group was originally de-

symbol constituted a ‘call-sign’ which, when used in conjunction ~ signed for the 13th Antisubmarine Squadron (H) which was this

with the aircraft’s tail letter, served to effectively identify individual ~ units previous designation. It was reconstituted the 863rd Bomb

aircraft. This method was employed with the groups B-17"s only.  Squadron (H) on 1Nov43 and assigned to the 493rd Bomb Group.
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“The ﬂngry Skies’
In Honor Of Those That Served

From our own farms, towns and cities they came
these were not m ystic warriors qf ﬂagenc(s-fzme.
Together they banded one and all,
together in answer to reedoms call.
Their boyish dreams they set aside
to fight in distant angry sky’s.

-RA Watkins ‘03-




INDEX

AAF Air Fields, South East England:

Heavy & Medium Bombers
Alconbury (No.102) 37, 109
Andrews (No.485) 59
Attlebridge (No.120) 105
Bassingbourn (No.121) 35
Boxted (No.150) 73
Bury St Edmunds (468) 41
Chelveston (105) 55
Chipping Ongar (No.162) 75
Debach (No.152) 123
Deenethorpe (No.128) 87
Deopham(No.142) 97
Earls Colne (No.358) 6l
Eye (No.134) 117
Flixton (No.125) 91
Glatton (No.130) 101
Grafton-Underwood (No.106)_47. 69
Great Ashfield (No.155) 71
Halesworth (No.365) 115
Hardwick (No.104) 39
Harrington (No.179) 121
Hethel (No.114) 79
Horham (No.119) 43,61
Horsham St Faith (No.123) 103
Knettishall (No.136) 77
Kimbolton (No.117) 65
Lavenhan (No.137) 113
Mendlesham (No.156) 31
Metfield (No.366) 119
Molesworth (No.107) 53
North Pickenham (No.143)__119, 121
Nuthampstead (No.131) 85
Old Buckenham (No.144) 99
Parham-Framlingham (No.153)___ 81
Polebrook (No.110) 47,63
Rackheath (No.145) 107
Rattlesden (No.126) 93
Ridgewell (No.167) 67
Seething (No.146) 95
Shipdham (No.115) 33
Snetterton (No.138) 45

Sudbury (No.174) 111
Thorpe Abbotts (No.139) 49,51

Thurleigh (No.111) 57
Tibenham (No.124) 89
Wendling (No.118) 83

AAF Bombardment (Air) Divisions:*

Ist AD
2nd AD
3rd AD

12-13, 19, 20-23
14-15, 19, 24-26
12-15, 19, 27-29

AAF Bomb Groups:
Motto’s / Sobriquet’s

*Abundance Of Strength’
(306th BG)____ 57

‘Aggressor Beware’
(44th BG) 32

‘An Accomplished Fact’
(457thBG) 101

*Attack And Destroy’
(453rd BG) 99

‘Bowman's Bombers’
(401st BG) 87

*Can Do’
(305th BG) 55

‘Cunning, Rugged, Courageous’
(94th BG) 41

‘Destroy’
(448th BG) 95

‘Fly. Avenge, Vanquish’
(446th BG) 91

‘Flying Eight Balls’
(44thBG)___ 33

‘Fortress For Freedom’
(388th BG) T

‘Gentlemen From Hell’
(487th BG) 113

‘Hell From Heaven’
(398th BG)___ 85

‘Helton’s Hellcats’
(493rd BG)___ 123

‘Higher, Stronger, Faster’
(92nd BG)___ 37

‘1 Fear None In Doing Right
(322nd BG)_ 59

‘It Is Always The Hour’
(96th BG) 41

*Justice With Victory’
(95th BG) 42

‘Keep The Show On The Road’
(384th BG 69

‘Let Justice Be Done,
Let The Heavens Fall’
(447th BG)___ 93

‘Fiercely, On Behalf Of Liberty’
(93rd BG)__38

AAF Bomb Groups:
Motto’s / Sobriquet’s (cont)

‘Might In Flight'
(303rd BG)__53

‘Power And Accuracy’
(379th BG) 65

‘Reich Wreckers'
(306th BG) 57

‘Removing The Darkness
With The Light Of Truth’

(489th BG) 15

11¢
*The Bloody Hundredth’
(100th BG) 49

‘The Carpetbaggers’
(492nd BG) 121

“The Crusaders’
(386th BG) 73

“The Fireball Outfit’
(457th BG) 101

‘The Flying Deck’
(466th BG) 105

“The Hour Has Come’
(97th BG) 47

‘The Ragged Irregulars’
(91st BG) 35

‘The Ringmasters’
(4915t BG) 119

“The Sky Scorpion’s’
(389th BG) 79

“The Traveling Circus’
93rdBG)____ 39

“To Set Free’
(467th BG) 107

“Triumphant We Fly’
(381st BG)____ 67

*Valor To Victory’
(34th BG) 31

‘Who Fears’

(301st BG) 51
‘Wing On! Three Ninetieth’

(390th BG) 81

‘Winged Victory’
(385th BG) 71

*Without Fear We Conquer’
(323rd BG) 61

*Work For The Future’
(452nd BG) 97
* These organizational structures were originally con-
stituted as ‘Bombardment Divisions’ Aug'43, They
were not redesigned ‘Air Divisions’ until Dec ‘44,




AAF Bomb Groups:
Numerical Listing

34rd BG(H) 30-31
44th BG(H) 32-33
91st BG(H) 34-35
92nd BG(H) 36-37
93rd BG(H) 38-39
94th BG(H) 40-41
95th BG(H) 42-43
96th BG(H) 44-45
97th BG(H) 46-47
100th BG(H) 48-49
301st BGH)____ 50-51
303rd BG(H) 52-53
305th BG(H) 54.55
306th BG(H) 56-57
322nd BG(M) 58-59
323rd BGM)_____ 60-61
351st BG(H), 62-63
379th BG(H) 64-65
381st BG(H) 66-67
384th BG(H) 68-69
385th BG(H)______70-71
386th BG(M) 213
387th BG(M) 74-75
388th BG(H)_____ 76-77
389th BG(H)______ 78-79
390th BG(H) 80-81
392nd BG(H) 82-83
398th BG(H) 84-85
401st BG(H) 86-87
445th BG(H) 88-89
446th BG(H) 90-91
447th BG(H) 92-93
448th BG(H) 94-95
452nd BG(H) 96-97
453rd BG(H) 98-99
457th BG(H) 100-101
458th BG(H) 102-103
466th BG(H) 104-105
467th BG(H) 106-107
482nd BG(PF) 108-109
482nd BG(H) 108-109
486th BG(H) 110-111
487th BG(H) 112-113
489th BG(H) 114-115
490th BG(H) 116-117
4915t BG(H) 118-119
492nd BG(H) 120-121
493rd BG(H) 122-123

AAF Bomb Groups:
Tactical Marking Devises

1st Bombardment (Air) Division

Triangle ‘A’ (91st BG)___ 34
Triangle ‘B’ (92nd BG)___36
Triangle ‘C* (303rd BG)___52
Triangle ‘G (305th BG)___ 54
Triangle ‘H" (306th BG)___56
Triangle ‘J° (351st BG)___ 62
Triangle ‘K’ (379th BG)__64
Triangle ‘L’ (381st BG)___ 66
Triangle ‘P' (384th BG)___ 68
Triangle ‘S” (401st BG)__86
Triangle U’ (457th BG)___100
Triangle “W' (398th BG)__84

2nd Bombardment (Air) Division

Circle ‘A" (44th BG) 32
Circle ‘B"  (93rd BG) 38

Circle *C’  (389th BG)__ 78
Circle ‘D’ (392nd BG)__82
Circle ‘'F*  (445th BG)___ 88
Circle ‘H* (446th BG)___90
Circle 'I' (448thBG)__ 94
Circle 'J°  (453rd BG)___98
Circle ‘K*  (458th BG)____ 102
Circle ‘L'  (466th BG)__104
Circle ‘P*  (467th BG)___106
Circle ‘U"  (492nd BG)___120
Circle “W* (489thBG)___114

Circle *Z" (4915t BG) 118

3rd Bombardment (Air) Division

Square ‘A" (94th BG)___ 40
Square ‘B° (95thBG_____ 42
Square ‘C" (96th BG)___ 44
Square ‘D" (100thBG)___48
Square ‘G’ (385thBG)___ 70
Square ‘H' (388th BG)__76
Square ‘J°  (390th BG)__80
Square ‘K’ (447th BG)___ 92
L' (452nd BG)__ 96
Square "O" (486th BG)___110
Square ‘P* (487thBG)___112
Square ‘S”  (34th BG)____ 30
Square “T" (490th BG)___116
Square ‘W’ (486th BG)___110
Square ‘X' (493rd BG)___122

Square *

Miscellaenous:
Brinkman, Philip______ 111
Buck Rogers Boy’s 103
CommComer: - . 1l
‘Combat Box’ 11
Gable, Clark 53,63
Marienburg, Germany 10
Marshall, Gen. G.C. 9
Material Command, USAAF_6
Princess Elizabeth 57
Wright Field 6
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USAAF Aircraft Markings and Camouflage 1941-1947
The History of USAAF Aircraft Markings,

Insignia, Camouflage, and Colors
Robert D. Archer & Victor G. Archer

Covers the USAAF, pre-war and post-war. up to the fomation of the independent USAF in 1947.
All schemes are shown in full color, as three-view drawings where applicable. The numerous
official technical orders are given, presenting their complete progression for the first time. An
indispensable reference for historians, restorers of USAAF aircraft, museums, and modelers.
Size: 9" x 12" MW over 480 color and b/w photos. 39 color illustrations ™ 352 pp.

ISBN: 0-7643-0246-9 ™ hard cover B $79.95



*44TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HEAVY)e
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