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DAHL'S STORM

JG 300 Gruppen leader Walther Dahl wheels his heavily armed Fw
190A-8 “Blue 13" about for another firing pass on 8th Air Force B-
24 Liberators before their fighter ecorst can intervene.

As the Allied air war descended on the Wehrmacht in 1944, the
battered Jagdflieger desperatcly attempted to better utilize thelr
Focke-Wulf units against the devaslanng bombing raids. With the
successful Allied landing in Normandy in June, Major Dahl, a sea-
soned Experten formerly of JG 3, coordinated a new “storm fighter”
unit fitted with heavy caliber guns and added armor plating. The
Sturmgruppen was designated JG 300 and Dahl’s aggressive tac-

tics were immediately confirmed as fifty-eight bombers were
claimed on July 7, three-fifths of them falling to his Sturmjdger.
Dahl’s leadership was so daring, even the presence of the
dreaded P-51"s did not deter him. Over the next six months, at least
fifteen Mustang pilots plus thirty-six bomber crews were shot down
by Dahl. A final count of 128 victories won for him the Oak Leaves
above his Rirterkreuz. Greatly respected by pilots and politicians
alike, he was wlieved from combat duty in January 1945, and was
designated the new Inspek der Tagjager (dayfighters) follow-
ing the infamous “M utiny of Aces” against Reichsmarschall Goring.
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Werner Malders, with Ritterkreuz which he received on May 29, Milders now Staffelkapitin of 3./JG 53, this time in front of one of
1940, in front of the tail of his Bf 109E which shows eighteen the unit’s Bf 109Es.
victories and the early style of centrally-mounted swastika,

Opposite page: Milders receiving the Ritterkrenz. In the background
is the entire unit.



Chapter 1

JAGDGESCHWADER 53 “Pix-As”

his unit was formed in 1937 with a Staff and two Gruppen. In

September 1939, a third Gruppe was added. During the early
part of the war JG 53 remained in the West, but when Germany
attacked Russia, all three Gruppen moved to the East.

During August 1941, 1. Gruppe operated over Southern Russia
while I Gruppe fought in the Smolensk area and over the River
Wolchow. IIL Gruppe also fought in this area until September 1941,
when I. and II. Gruppen were transferred to Vlissingen in Holland.
During December they moved to Sicily to join the battle for Malta.
Meanwhile, 1II. Gruppe had been relocated in North Africa, where
it operated until late October 1942, except for a brief spell at Comiso,
in ltaly, during May. From June until September 1942, 1. Gruppe
returned to Russia (Kursk and Stalingrad), but it rejoined the rest of
the Geschwader in time to fly to Tunisia lo oppose the Allied land-
ings there (Operation Torch). Eventually, JG 53 was evacuated from
Alfrica to Sicily and then (o the Italian mainland.

In November 1943, 1. Gruppe left Italy for Vienna, later join-
ing Home Defence units in Germany. 1. Gruppe remained in Italy
until 1944, moving to Romania and Hungary until it was dishanded

in Austria in 1945, I1. Gruppe was transferred to Normandy in June
1944, where it was reunited with the Statf. During September 1944,
L Gruppe also joined the Home Defence force, 1o be followed in
October by IV. Gruppe, which had been formed from 1IL/JG 76.

Atthe beginning of 1945, I1. Gruppe was based at Malmsheim,
IIl. Gruppe was at Kirrlach and IV. Gruppe at Swugart-
Echterdingen. For Operation Bodenplatte on 1st January 1945, about
fifty Bf 109G-14s and K-4s of JG 53 took off to attack Metz-Frescaty
airfield, where P-47 Thunderbolts of the American 365th Fighter
Group were based. Shortly after crossing the Rhine they were in-
tercepted and nine Bf 109s were shot down. Despite this setback,
however, the airfield was attacked, some Thunderbolts were de-
stroyed on the ground and more Bf 109s were lost to anti-aircraft
fire. On the following day, Hpr Friedrich Miier, Kommanduer of
IV. Gruppe, was killed in action over his own airfield.

During the next four months the Geschwader made a fighting
withdrawal through Southern Germany and was finally disbanded
near Landsberg,
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| Above: Werner Milders celebrating his Ritterkreuz, the first for a fighter pilot.

Below: This was the “normal”™ amount of botiles if there was a reason to celebrate.
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Milders with comrades. In the background is his Bf 109E — note the  Malders with his Kommaodore Hans Klein, who wears the Pour le
very light camouflage. Mérite.

with an unidentified companion in front of a Fi 156 Storch liaison
aircrafl.

Werner Milders,

Left: Werner Malders in BF 108 Taifun.
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Above: Werner Milders surrounded by comrades.

Right: Werner Malders with Ritterkreuz and leather jacket.
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Malders in his Bl 109E. Milders with comrades.

Opposite below and above: Milders with JG 53 comrades in Russia — here already as General der
Jagdflieger awarded with the Brillianten.
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This Bf 109F Nown by Giinther Freiberr von Maltzahn was painted in a darker color scheme than most German fighters of the period and
shows forty-six victories on its rudder.

Maltzahn on the right, and to the lelt Kommaodore Hans Klein. In the
background a Bf 109E showing one victory.

|
Giinther von Maltzahn at Comiso, Italy, 1943, He wears the
Eichenlaub, which he received on July 24, 1941 for forty-two
victories.
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The four shots above show battle damage sustained by the Bf 109G of Helmut Benneman somewhere over the Mediterranean. Of interest are
the Kommaodore markings and white fuselage band.

e )
Above: Rudder of the same aircraft on the left, now showing a total
of 15 victories.

Left: Bf 109F of JG 53 having two aatennae, the rudder shows
eleven victories in the west and one in the east.
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Taken in the early days of the war, this shot shows Ofiv Ignatz Prestele of 2./JG 53 in front of his Bf 109E-3 at Wiesbaden December 1939.
The aircraft’s color scheme was standard 70/71/65.

,,.
e A BN E A I8 s
Lt Georg Claus of 11ILJG 53 with a BfI0OYE.

The rudder of the Bf 109G-2/R 1, W.Nr. 10805 “<" of Lt Wilhelm
Crinius of 3./JG 53. Shown are 114 victories — 100 Russian, six
American and eight British aircraft. This was his final score before

he had to bail out on Janvary 13, 1943 in Tunisia after a dogfight
with a Spitfire.
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The photo on the left shows Gruppenkommandeur Erich Hartmann climbing down from his aircraft after making the 3371h air victory for

the I/JG 53 on February 2, 1945 in Veszprem, Hungary. On the right is another photo of same aircraft, note the yellow Hungarian “V*" on
the underside and uppersides of outer wings.

Rudolf Lochner of IL/JG 53 climbing into his Bf 109E, “White 6", W Nr 1958, which bore the pilot’s personal marking, the lion emblem of
the Munich soccer team. At this time Lochner’s machine had standard 71/02 upper surfaces with an overspray of dark green 71 on its pale
blue 65 fuselage sides.
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The two photos above show Rudolf Lochner and his Bf LO9E, “White 6. The aircraft is showing a nonstandard camouflage and the Lion
emblem of the Munich soccer team, Lochner’s personal emblem.

BI 109E, “White 67, of Rudolf Lochner, with Lochner standing to Another shot of Rudolf Lochner in front of a Bf 109E, “White 1.”
the right. Note the rearview mirror.
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This yellow-nosed Bf 190F was flown by the Gruppenkommandeur of 1IL/JG 53, Hpr Wolf Wilcke, whose initials appeared under the
windscreen. On the original print the vertical 1. Gruppe bar was just visible aft of the fuselage cross.

Wilcke (looking toward the camera) with Wilcke in cockpit of his Bf 109F with ~ Hauptmann Wilke (right) with comrade.
companions during a lull in operations. mechanic on the wing.
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Lt Erich Schmidt, right, with the Ritterkreuz which he received in
July 1941 for thirty victories. He was lost in action near Dubno on
August 31st after recording a further seventeen kills. Hpr Woll
Wilcke stands at left.

Taken somewhere on the Eastern Front, this shot shows Gen von
Richthofen chatting with Lt Erich Schmidt.

Mailders presents the Ritterkreuz
to Erich Schmidt on July 23,
1941,
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Jiirgen Hardner recieved the Ritterkreuz on
December 5, 1943 from his Kemmodore
Obersil Helmut B for forty
victories. Harder reached a total of sixty-
four victories before he had a fatal crash
during February 1945. Pictures of his
aircraft, a Bf 109G-6, in the markings of a
Gruppenkommandeur of 1/JG 53, are widely
seen in different publications.

The aircraft of 111./JG 53°s technical officer. The pilot on the left is Jiirgen Hardner near his aircraft with its rudder showing six
Jurgen Hardner. victories,
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Herbert Schramm, wearing the Riterkreuz which he was awarded Leurnant Herbert Schramm in the cockpit of a Fieseler “Storch.™
on August 6, 1941 for twenty-four victories, is seen here with Obilr
Miiller, who was even more successful.

From the left: Wilcke, Schmidt, and Schramm in conversation with
another successful JG 53 pilot, Oblr Friedrich Karl Miiller. During
one particular month in Russia, Miller claimed fifty victories. His
total was 140, forty of which were in the west.
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This casual shot of Friedrich Miiller shows him with the Eichenlaub
which he received for 100 victories on September 23, 1942.

Above and left: These two shots were taken at Surash in the East
when General der Flieger Kesselring visited JG 53 in a Fw 189 on
August 9, 1941. In the picture above Kesselring, is conversing with
Wolf-Dietrich Wilcke.

e e —— e ——T S e —
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Again at Surash in the East, Kesselring poses with successful pilots of JG 53. From the left: Schramm, Kesselring, Wilcke and Schmidt, who
all wear the Ritterkreuz.

A group of JG 53 pilots including Wilcke, center left, with Harder
second from right.

Left: Schramm, Wilcke and Schmidt (from left).
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Left: On Janvary 1, 1945 American flak claimed this IV./JG 53 Bf
109G-14, “Blue 2", of Gefr Alfred Michel, who was wounded near
Halstroff. The relatively dark upper surface camouflage may have
been the officially prescribed brownish-green 81 and dark green 82.

Below: American soldier is showing the flak hit which destroyed the
magneto, forcing Michel to land.
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“White 5" of IIL/JG 53.

This Bf 109G-2, “White 8”, seen in tropical camouflage, was Unknown pilot in the cockpit of a Bf 109G-2, “Black 8", of 2/JG 53.
photographed during the retreat from North Africa in 1943. In the It seems that this aircraft was hastily camouflaged in tropical colors.
background was a Me 323 “Gigant™ transport.

Bf 109G-2, “Yellow 13,” of 3./]G 53, photographed somewhere in
A close-up of “Black 5," a Bf 109G-2 of 2./JG 53 photographed in North Africa. The fighter was not fitted with the usual sand filter,
the spring of 1943,




JAGDGESCHWADER 53 “Pixk-As”

29

Mechanics working on the BF 109G-2, “Black 6", of 2./JG 53.

Right: Partly camouflaged Bf 109Fs of 111./]G 53 somewhere in the
West. In the foreground is the technical officer’s aircraft with six or
more victories on the rudder, and behind it, the adjutant’s machine
with its single chevron.
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Pictured here with Russian farm workers somewhere in the East was the BF-190F, “Black 17, of I11/JG 53, Its bright yellow rear fuselage
band is clearly visible, and on the rudder were some eight victories.

60 0 000000

An unidentified pilot on the cowling of one of JG 53°s Bf 109Fs.

The rudder of this Bf 109F displayed thirty-three victories; two
French, seven British and twenty-four Russian.

Right: A Bf 109F of 111. Gruppe, this machine carried the name
Harri in white just under the windscreen. Unfortunately, the pilot of
this aircraft is unknown.
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Two mechanics of JG 53 photographed with a bomb in front of B 109F, “White 127, of 111. Gruppe standing together with a dummy
“Black 107 of 11l. Gruppe at a French airfield during 1940. on an airfield.

[

Above and below: Other “dummy” aircraft of HL Gruppe.




Above and below: Aces of JG 54. More specifically the photo above shows from left to rig rich Rudorffer, Max Stotz, Gauleiter Loose,
Kommaodore Hannes Trautloft, Horst Ademeit, Reinhard Seiler, Walter Nowotny and Hans z. The total personal score of these pilots was
nearly 1,000 victories.




Chapter 2

JAGDGESCHWADER 54 “Gronugrz”

uring 1939, three independent Gruppen operated in the Polish

campaign, namely 1./JJG 70, 1./JG 76 and 1./JG 21. In 1940
they were amalgamated to form JG 54 and under this designation
the unit operated over France and Britain until it was transferred to
Graz in March 1941, When the Russian campaign began, JG 54
was based in East Prussia and it advanced toward Leningrad by
way of such famous airfields as Siverskaja, Krasnogwardeisk and
Gaischina. 1942 saw 1. Gruppe operating successfully from Rjelbitzy
(Ringelpiez), Wjasama and Viipuri in Finland, while 11. Gruppe
was transferred to the central sector and 11 Gruppe was moved to
Smolensk.

Early in 1943, L. Gruppe received Fw 190s, I1. Gruppe became
involved in the great battle around Kursk, withdrawing to Uman
via Kiev, Shitomir and Winniza, and 111. Gruppe, together with 4.
Staffel, moved to bases near Lille in Northern France. During Sep-
tember 1943, a fourth Gruppe was formed to operate in the Idriza-
Dno arca of Russia.

After occupying several bases in early 1944, both I and II.
Gruppen were thrown into the heavy fighting around the Kurland

pocket and the survivors were forced 1o make their way back to
Schleswig-Holstein in some disorder. During this time some amaz-
ing sights were seen. One Fw 190, for example, arrived carrying
five people; three in the fuselage and two more in the wings, after
the cannon had been removed. On 8th May 1945, about 50 aircraft
flew out to the West and it was in one of these that Gerhard Thyben
claimed what was probably the last Luftwaffe victory of the war
when he shot down a Russian Pe-2 over the Baltic Sea.

Meanwhile, I11. Gruppe had been diverted from its home de-
fence dutics to join the battle for Normandy, later withdrawing to
Oldenburg. After operating with JG 26 in the great attack of Ist
January 1945, 111/JG 54 was re-designated 1V./JG 26 during the
following month. IV./JG 54 had been withdrawn to Germany in
early 1944 to rest and refit. After a spell of duty in Poland and East
Prussia, it became a part of the Home Defence force and operated
with JG 27 on 1st January 1945, It then became the nucleus of IL/
1G 7 and a new V. Gruppe was formed from I1./JG 76, although it
saw no action.

33
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Hannes Trautloft buckling up his safety harness in the cockpit of the
same Bf 109F as seen on the previous page. At this time the Green
Heart emblem was only partly finished and the three Gruppe
symbols had not been added.

Maj Trautloft being lifted by his mechanics after a successful
operation from Siverskaja. In the background was his uwsual Bf 109F.

Major Trautloft in a Kibelwagen — also here the Green Heart
emblem was used.
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Above and below: Trautloft's Bf 109F, with mechanics Mihrer on
the left and Neuschiitz on the right. On the Green Heart emblem
were the three Gruppen symbols,

Major Trautloft awards a comrade. To his right is his Adjudant Otto
Kath.

The two shots above show a close-up of the completed markings on Trautloft’s usual Bf 109F fighter. The contrast of the two upper surface
greens show up well here. 11 appears to be a different aircraft to the earlier yellow-nose one as seen on page 36.
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The same aircraft with “half-and-half™ winter camouflage consisting
of the same colors as before but with white added.

_'.'_t.';ﬁt
P
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Trautloft’s snow-camouflage Fw 190 seen at Siverskaja in the winter
of 1942-43.
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Another shot of Trautloft’s usual BF 109F in winter camouflage at
Siverskaja.

Trautloft congratulates his Adjutant after the unit's 100th victory.

o -p P & e o
On May 9, 1942 Lt Hans Beilwenger and Lt Horst Hannig were
decorated with the Ritterkruez. Beilwenger had at this time forty-
seven, and Hannig forty-eight victories. From left: Trautloft,
Beifiwenger, General der Flieger Helmuth Forster, Hannig and
Dietrich Hrabak, Gruppenkommandeur of I1/JG 54.
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Trautloft and Kath in front of a Bf 109F during the winter of 1942/
43 at Siverskaja.

Adjudant Otto Kath on the left with Max Stotz of IL/JG 54. In the
background was a Bf 109F which could have been that of Stotz, a
very successful pilot with 189 victories. On August 19, 1943 he bailed
out near Witebsk and was never seen again.

Above and right: Werner Schroer was hoisted high and presented
with flowers after achieving his 100th victory on May 24, 1944, At
the time he was Gruppenkommandeur of 111./JG 54 and flew a Bl
109G-6.
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Above: Comrades are congratulating Schroer on his 100th victory of May 24\ 1944, The aircraft, a Bf 109 G-6 had sundan‘l “grey” camou-
fage and Gruppenkommandeur markings, at this time of HL/JG 54. Below: Haup Walter N Grupp deur of L/ JG 54.
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The pictures on this and the opposite page are of Bf 109G-1, “Black 1", of 9. Staffel which crashed down near the airfield. The pilot was the
famous Walter Nowotny who had shot down three aircraft on this mission. He “buzzed™ the airfield three times for three victories, but in the
last turn he ran out of fuel, causing this accident. Nowotny wasn't hurt at this time. Note that the aireraft was repainted in a dark-green
color similar to 71. Airfield was Rjelbitzy during November 1942,
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Nowotny had just made his 200th victory on September 8, 1943 — the fourth Luftwaffe pilot to do so. Here he is on top of the aircraft with his
mechanic Max Heger.

Nowotny in the cockpit of his Fw 190 “<< 8." Nowotny climbing out of the cockpit.
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Sieqel
300 b

1-11" | lll‘,l‘.

The three photos shown on
this page show the celebration
made just after Nowotny had
made the 300th victory of 1./
JG 54 at Gatschina during
November of 1942, In the top
right photo from left to right
are: Gerhard Loos, unknown,
Nowotny and Ljffz Koch. On
March 6, 1944 Loos bailed out
after attacking U.5. bombers
but drifted toward high
tension wires. Realizing the
danger, he chose to open his
parachute harness prema-
turely at about twenty meters
and fell to his death.
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Above photos: From left, Hubertus von Bonin, at this time Kommodore of JG 54, Hpt Nowotny with Schwerter and Fw Karl Schndrrer
“Quax”, his wingman, photographed near Orel after Nowotny’s 250th victory. A tiny “White 87 can be seen tucked in behind the chevrons
and part of a “White 13" underneath the cockpit. The dark green camouflage is evident.

77"

On this picture the “White13" is more visible. Major von Bonin and Nowoltny.
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Walter Nowotny photographed in front of his Fw 190 marked with
two Gruppenkommandeur chevrons.

Nowotny in front of the rudder of his Fw 190 “<< 8" WNr 410004,
Upperside recamouflage is clearly visible.

Nowotny in front of his Fw 190 “<< 8" with two mechanics. Eberle
at right.
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Nowotny surrounded by comrades.

Oltn Nowotny showing Ritterkreuz, and golden HJ emblem | H, N tny before leaving Wilna for the Brillianten.

EK I and Flugzeugfiihrer emblem.
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Above: From left Nowotny, then Oberleutnant Julmann and Dr.
Langeder, far right Schnorrer.

Nowotny receives the Brillianten from Adolph Hitler on the 19th of

October 1943 as H, in the Fiihrerh

in Berlin.
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Walter Nowotny with Brillianten and signature.

Left and above lefi: An He 111 with Nowotny aboard starting for
Wilna, during October 1943, for the awarding of the Brillianten for
his 250 victories. Nowotny, with the Ritterkreuz around his neck, is
Jjust visible in the He 111"s cockpit.
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Nowotny with Schwerter after the 218th victory, during October
1943,

Walter Nowotny together with professor Tank, the genius engineer
who had created the Fw 190.

Nowotny together with comrades of the 1. Staffel. From lefi:
Tegtmeier, Dobele, Hansen, Nowotny and Gribert.
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Nowotny in front of the coffin of his friend Anton Dibele who died
on November 11, 1943 after he was rammed by a fellow pilot over
the airfield. He had a total of ninety-four victories and was a

member of the Schwarm N hnirrer/

¥/
team which scored over 500 victories.
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Hauptmann Nowotny at the bed of his wounded friend and wingman
Schnirer.

Nowotny and Schnirrer.

28 Llufisiege

Haup‘rhaxu; Nowotny an der Spitze
aller deuntschen Jagdflieger

Dﬂ Fiihrer verlieh sm 22. Seprember 1943

dem Hanpemane, Waker Nowaorny,
Gruppenkommandear in einem  Japdge-
schwader, nach seinem 218, Lufisieg, mit
dem er sich an die Spitee aller Jageflieger
seixte, als 37 Soldaten der deutschen

das Ei mir &,
sum Ritterkreuz  des | Eisernen  Kreuzes
Zihigk Hine und i An-

griffigeist ssichnen den Kihnen sus, dessen
Elermerst der Kampf und dessen standiger
Begleiter der Sieg ist

PE-Auin. Eriegabarichies Eloss, Ricki 1 (HY' *

With 218 victories by the 22nd of Se ber, 1943, N y was the H Nowaotny, with Schwerter, in front of his Fw 190 “<<8§”
maost successful fighter pilot at this time. He was awarded the 37th WNr 410004,

recipient of the Schwerter. At left is Obersileatnant Pressler of St 2,

and right Nowotny.
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Left, below and lower left: Walter
Nowoiny's Fw 190A-6, “<< 8."

Note: Outerwing guns of Fw 190A-6 removed.
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Hauptmann Hans Philipp, Gruppenkommandeur of L/JG 54 before Nowotny. He is wearing the Schwerter which he was awarded for having
cighty-two victories by the end of March 12th, 1942.

(Oberlewtnant Philipp in front of his Bf 109F, wearing the Eichenlaub.
This aircraft had a completely yellow hood.

Oberleutnant Philipp playing with a young fox.

B L e
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I Philipp ther with Oberl Stotz.
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Hauptmann Philipp sitting in his Bf 109F, Rudder of Hpr Philipp’s Bf 109F, showing victory markings.
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ir Brotuliere

Hauptmann Philipp had just made his 203rd victory on the 17th of
March 1943 at Gatschina, Herewith he had surpassed the 202
victories of Graf and was on this day the most successful fighter
pilot of the LuftwaiTe.

Philipp’s rudder now shows 111 victories,

h _.:_.I A, i

Philipp in his Bf 109, Note Gruppe and green heart emblems,

“One-hundred” victory emblem for Philipp.




JAGDGESCHWADER 54 “GRUNHERZ™ 57

Philipp’s Bf 109F in white winter camouflage. This Aircraft shows JG 54, L/JG 54 and “Major beim Stab™ markings. Rudder shows ninety
victories, but at this time, the 31st of March 1942, he had already reached the 100th victory.

Philipp surrounded by comrades.

Philipp dimbs out of his Bf 109F after his 100th victory.
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Philipp with warm flying suit (100th victory).
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Reinhard Seiler in front of his Bf 109E.

Hauptmann Seiler with mechanic.

Hauptmann Seiler (center left) with Hans Gitz.
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Reinhard Seiler in his Bf 109E, “White 7.” “High-hat" symbol was
used in memory of 2.(J88 from the Spanish Civil War.

Reinhard Seiler had just made his first victory in Biblingen on the
Sth of June 1940 with his Bf 109E as Staffelkapitin of 1./JG 54 — the
victim was a French Bloch 151.
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Bl L0YE, “White 1," of Seiler with Adjudant Vermeulen.

Emblem of 1./JG 54.

:

B 109E, “White 7,"” with Reinhard Seiler and a group of other personnel after he had achieved his first victory. The aireraft’s very light
camouflage scheme is of interest. The base coat was probably pale blue-grey 65.
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Above: Rudder of Seiler’s Bf 109E shows seven victories, one
French, and six British, during 1940. Aircraft were one Bloch 151,
three Blenheims, two Spitfires and one Hurricane. White ankle was
a special “Battle of Britain™ marking.

Left and below: Seiler’s Bf 109E, “White 1.”
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Rudder of Seiler’s Bf 109F now shows sixteen victories in the east —
his total was eventually 109,

Seiler's BI 109G
when he was
Gruppenkom-
mandeur 111G

54,

Bf 109E, “White
1" of Seiler at
Paris-Orly airfield
in the west.
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Obfw Ademeit of 1/JG 54 being carried off after a victorious Bf 109F, “White 9.” In the center Seiler talks to another pilot.
mission. Aireraft could be that of Ademeit.

Lt Ademeit of 5./JG 54 in his Fw 190, 1943,

Ademeit with his Fw 190 W.Nr. 1185, here as Leutnant with
Ritterkreuz.
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I Horst Ademiet wears the Eich b which he received
on the 2nd of March 1944 for 120 victories. His total was 166
victories before he disappeared behind the Russian front lines after

having been hit by infantry fire on the 8th of August 1944 as
Gruppenkemmandeur of 1.JG 54.

Red her (lef) and Ad i ding next to an Fw 190.

i

= 5 .
Lt Brommle (left) of 2./ JG 54 with his maintenance man and his Bf
109F in 1942
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Above: Leuinant Kempf's Bf 109E, “White 11,” of L/JG 54, 1940,

Right: Lewtnant Hans Gitz has made a victory in the east. In the
background his Bf 109F. He had a total of eighty-two victories before
he was killed in a crash on August 4, 1943,

Above: Hauptmann Franz Eckerle in front of his Bf 109F,

Right: Fw Karl Brill of IL/JG 54 next to his Bf 109G.
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Rigterkreuztriiger Lt Paul Brandt (left) and Oberlentnant Karl Brill
in front of an Fw 190 of IV./JG 54 during 1944. Brandt was
Staffelkapitin of 16./JG 54 and was killed on Christmas day 1944 in
a crash near Miister/Westfalen. He had a total of thirty-four
victories including four four-engined bombers during 500 missions.

(Ofw Xaver Miiller of 1./JG 54 climbs out of his Fw 190, He achieved
forty-seven victories, and was later killed in action in 1944,

Lt Hans Beisswenger of 6./JG 54, a 152 victory ace.

Hugo Broch of 8./]G 54 had just become the Ritterkreuz from
General Pllugbeil (left) for seventy-nine victories in the Kurland
pocket (12th of March 1945). His total was eighty-one victories.
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Fw Emil Leykauf of 9./JG 54 next to his Bf 109.

3

Leutnant Hans Beiflwenger of 6/JG 54 wears the Eichenlaub. With a
total of 152 victories he was also one of the very successful pilots of
the unit.

Displaying the three Gruppen emblems of JG 54 were Maj Knappe,
Hans-Joachim Kroschinski, Oblt Karl Brill and Richard Raupach.
The Fw 190 belonged to Ergal jagdgruppe Ost which was based
at Liegnitz during the spring of 1944,

From left: Ofw Hans Joachim Kroschinski. Major Knappe and an
unknown pilot. In the aircraft Ofw Fritz Luer. Fw 190A-5 belonged
to Ergdnzungsjagdgruppe Ost in Liegnitz during spring 1944,

Right: Fw Fellmar of H11/JG 54 in his Bf 109, summer 1942,
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PPORNTAXY 01REYECTRERNON B0 WH B

Suisec ndtt  Leningrad-Prawda on the 14th of August 1941 showing the flak
vom 14.8,1541 battery that allegedly shot down Hein’s BI 109F. At this time

(berl Hein, Staffelkapitin of 2. Staffel, was fMying
his Bf 109F, “Red 1." He e\entunlig had engine trouble and made an

emergency Ianding Fellow pilots saw that the entire area was
he

1. Flokbatierie nat eine
iat dao T. Plugseus,
senossen nat.

2. abgescluocssene Le 109

5. Deutshlier Lomisadeur, Ja
ks 109, Oblt. Heinhard
echalt,.

1 by t ians and thought Hein had no chance to come
!lm:k After many years in taptlvily he returned to Germany in 1949,
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Lffz Muller in the cockpit of his Fw 190, “White 2,” at Virden during home defense duties. The Navajo Indian emblem indicates 14./JG 54.

Above and right: This Bf 109E, “Yellow 3," of 9./JG 54 was the
aircraft in which Lt Josel Eberle was shot down. The application of
its T1/02/65 camouflage was very original.

This group of JG 54 pilots consisted of (from the left) Herbert 1
Dietrich Hrabak (right) Gruppenkommandeur of 11. Gruppe in front Miitherich, Hans Philipp, Dietrich Hrabak and Josef Péhs. The Bf

of his Bf 109F at Mal Owsischtschi, during July 1941. The rudder 109F was flown by Hrabak. This photo was taken on August 6, 1941
shows twenty-four of an eventual total of 125 victories. On the leftis  on the occasion of the awarding of the Rirerkreuz to Pihs and

Hans Philipp. Miitherich for twenty-eight and thirty-one victories respectively.
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Hannig preparing for a sortie in his “Red 12,” assisted by Ujffz
Rommer during Spring, 1943 when based at Siverskaja.

Li Horst Hannig (not related to Norbert) received the Ritterkreuz
while in 6./JG 54 in May 1942 for forty-eight victories. On May 15,
1942 he was forced to bail out of his aircraft after a dogfight with
RAF Spitfires near Caen and was killed when his parachute failed 1o
open.




72 AIRCRAFT OF THE LUFTWAFFE FiGHTER AcEs IT

Above three shots: Leurnant Holfman had just made the 100th
victory of the new 6..JG 54 in the Kurland pocket on the 6th of
March 1945, Right: Hauptmann Wettstein.

Hpt Otto Kath of JG 54.

Leutnant Hoffmann with comrades in front of their tent; far left
Hprm Wettstein, third from right “Bobby™ Moser.

Members of 6. Staffel in front of a Fw 190,

Fritz Luer sitting on the wing of a Bf 108 Taifun. In the background
is a Fw 190.
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Leutnant Otto Kittel wearing the Eichenlaub which he received on
April 14, 1944 for 152 victories. With 267 victories in the east, he
was the most successful pilot of JG 54,

Left: Hpim Arnold Lignitz, Gruppenkommandeur of IIL/JG 54, had
a total of twenty-five victories when he had to bail out of his Bf 109
after one of its wingtips broke away on September 30, 1941 over
Leningrad. It is believed he died in a prison camp after surviving the
bail out.
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Oberlewnant Emil Lang with Ritterkreuz which he received as
Uffz Heinz Kempken of IV./JG 54 near his Fw 190. It seems that he Leutnant for 119 victories. He had a total of 173 victories before he
had made the 100th victory of his staffel during home defense, was killed on the 3rd of September 1944 in a crash near St. Trond
after a dogfight with Thunderbolts.

The only known black and white photograph of Emil (Bully) Lang’s Fw 190 of 5./JG 54 seen at Siverskaja during the
Spring of 1943. The very pale color, probably light tan, on the wing upper surface of the nearer aircraft is of interest.
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Above and below: Emil Leykauf, Adjudant of 1IL/JG 54 with his well
known Bf 109F. Note black fuel tank.

Leutnant Emil Leykaul

Emil Leykauf during shooting exercises with comrades. Emil Leykauf climbing into his Bf 109E of 111/)G 54.
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Leutnant Emil Leykaufl

Leykauf in the cockpit of his Bf 109E as Feldwebel at Guines, 1940.
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Leykuuf climbing in his Bf 109E.

Emil Leykauf with comrades in front of a Bf 109E at Guines 1940 — Abave: Bf 109G 6, “Red 11, of 111/JG 54 crashed when Emil
Leykauf at far left, beside him is Schilling. Leykauf tried to take off during a bombing raid on the airfield on
the 14th of May 1943,
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A group of JG 54 pilots in flying kit in front of a Bf 109E at Guines
during 1940.

Emil Leykauf in front of a Bf 109E. The comical bird emblem is an
extremely rare one of 11L/JG 54.

Close-up of the Bf 109F of Emil Leykauf.

This emblem shown on a Bf 109 was used by one of the Staffeln of
HLJG 54 in 1940,
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Oberfeldwebe! Emil Leykauf, standing nexi to his Bf 109E, “Black
3," of 8./JG 54. Note “Bird” emblem of 8. Staffel and the unusual
placement of “Black 3.”

\

!

¥

Leykauf standing in the cockpit of his Fw 190.

Leykauf in the cockpit of his Bf 109E.
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A group of JG 54 personnel with Emil Leykauf and his Bf 109E, Leykauf leaving the cockpit of his Bf 109G-2, “Red 1" of 8./.JG 54
“Black 3,” of 8./JG 54. whose grey camouflage scheme was noticeably light in tone.

Above and below: Emil Leykauf with his Bf 109E, “Black 3,” of 8./
JG 54 in the West. The rudder shows five victories.

g -
fals i

Above: Another view of Leykauf's Bf 109E, “Black 3,” of 8,JG 54.
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In the foreground is a Fw 190A-8 shown here at Berlin-Gatow on
April 25, 1945.

Fw 190 Jabo of L/JG 54 with 250 kg bomb. During long periods,
there were not enough enemy aircraft in the air, so the fighters flew
ground attack sorties.

?
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Bf 109G-6, WNr 440 141, of 0blt Wilhelm Schilling of 9./JG 54. A casualty of groundfire, “Black 8,” a Bf 109F of 2..JG 54 was the
mount of Fritz Tegtmeier who at this time had achieved twenty-four
of his eventual 146 victories,

Friedrich Rupp of 7..JG 54 with his Bf 109G-2, Hans Hoffmann of 7./JG 54 with his “White 7.”
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Fw Meschkat and mechanic in front of his Fw 190A-8 of 5.JG 54. It Fw Meschkat climbing from his Fw 190A-8 at Kurland during the
had white winter camouflage and its previous number 2 had been Spring of 1945,
partly overpainted.
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Above and below: Hubert Miittherich and Josel Pihs had just been
awarded the Rirterkreuz and are surrounded by comrades from the
army (army pilots). Above from left: Wollgang Spiite, unknown,

, Miitherich, Geschwader TO Oblt Bernd Schulten and
then Pihs. The rudder of Miitherich’s aircraft, a Bf 109F, “Black
10," of 5./JG 54, shows thirty-seven victories,

Hubert Mitherich next to the rudder of his Bf 109. He was killed in
a crash in the Leningrad area on the 9th of September 1941 with a
total of forty-three victories. At this time he was the most successful
Staffelkapitiin of ]G 54. When the advancing German troops reached
his crash site, they discovered that a Russian farmer had already
buried Mitherich.
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Rudder of Miitherichs Bf 109F, “Black 10" showing a total of thirty-seven victories — eight victories over British aircraft, two over Yugosla-
vian aircraft, and twenty-seven over Russian aircraft.

Miitherich and Péhs surrounded by mechanics.
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“Black 17 of 8..JG 54 has made a “wheels-up” landing. The rudder shows six victories in red. Note yellow fuselage band in front of
Balkenkreuz and yellow hood, spinner in white, red and black. Aircraft belonged to Staffelkapitin Oblt Patzak and also carried 8.JG 54 and
1L/ JG 54 emblem.

Rudorffer (foreground) together with comrades in the East.

RudorfTer (left) with comrades. Center right with leather jacket is
Ademeit.

&

With a total of 222 victories, one of the top aces of JG 54 was Mgjor
Erich Rudorffer.
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Above, below and right: Three photos of Fw Hoffman next to his Bf
109G, “White 7, which carried three-tone camouflage on the upper
surfaces. These colors can best be described as a light tan (seen near
the nose), a medium green (a little darker than RLM 83), and a very
dark olive green similar to RLM 70. Many of the other aircraft of
the unit utilized the same basic scheme.

BI 109F-2 “Yellow 1" of 3./JG 54
“Wildejager Staffel.”
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In the cockpit of “Yellow 1" is the mechanic Melzer.

Ak L Ua

“Yellow 3,” also a Bf 109F of 3./JG 54 under repair. The two From left: H, Wi Staffelkapitdn of 6./JG 54, Gerhard
mechanics were (below) arms-mechanic Fritze and above Feldwebel  Thyben Staffelkapitin of 7./JG 54, and Hans Werner Welzel during a
Kihnreich. This sircraft was probably flown by Knipscher, who was  “coffee-break.”

later shot down over England.

Fw Stiber of 7/JG 54 with his Bf 109G.
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BI 109F “Black 8" of Oberfeldwebel Fritz Tegtmeier.

Fw 190 of 1. JG 54 flown by both Hans-Joachim Kroschinski and Fritz Tegtmeier in late 1943,
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Oberfeldwebel Fritz Tegtmeier (left) receives the Ritterkreuz after
ninety-nine victories.

Oberfeldwebel Fritz Tegtmeier (left) and Hans-Joachim Kroschinski
of L./JG 54 in front of a winter-camouflaged Fw 190,

Ahove: Leutnant Walter in his Bf 109E.

Left: Obit Robert “Bazi™ Weiss sitting on his aircraft “White 8, a
Fw 190. He had a total of 121 victories before he died during a
dogfight near Lingen (Germany) on the 29th of December 1944,
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In front of a Bf 109G-2 of 2./]G 54 at Gatschina are, from left: Seen in front of a Bf 109G-2 of 2./]G 54 at Gatschina are, from left:
Tegtmeier, von Matuschka, Kroschinski, Brandt, Grollmus, Wihnert, Tegtmeier, Fuchs and Broennle.

Wiohnert, Fuchs, Koch and Broennle.

Leurnant Wettstein of 6./JG
54 shown here in Kurland in
April 1945,
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Haup Wettstein, Staffelkapitin of 6./]G 54 with his Fw 190 A- Leutnant Wettstein.
9, “Yellow 1,” during February 1945 in Kurland. Note black fuselage
Balkenkruez.

Above: Albin Wolf photographed at Petzeri after JG 54's 7,000th
victory on March 23, 1944. In the background is the pilot's grey-
camouflaged Fw 190A-6, WNr 551142,

Right: Bazi Sterr at left, and Albin Wolf in front of a Fw 190 “Yellow
2
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H. Joachim Wandel Staffelkapitdn of 5./JG 54, managed

seventy-five confirmed victories, including fifteen at night.

Lt Heinz Wernicke was accidently killed in a mid-air collision on
December 27, 1944 when his tally stood at 117 victories.

Left and above: Heinz Wernicke giving “telegrams™ to comrades

during 1944. He had a fatal crash when rammed hy a comrade on
December 27, 1944 with a total of 117 victories. Note Fw 190 with
black Balkenkreuz in the background.
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“Black 1." Note on the engine
G 54, and JG 54.

Pilots of 8/JG 54 in front of a camouflaged hangar door. Second
from the right is Herrmann, second from left is Ingo Feldmann,
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Fuw 190 fighter-bomber of 1./JG 54 with an interesting combination BI 109G-5 of 8/JG 54 at Schwerin-Giris in September 1943, It had
of camouflage and markings, plus a white spinner. a yellow spinner, a white fin and rudder, a blue rear fuselage, and a
white II1. Gruppe bar. Note underwing gondolas for 151/20 cannon.

This relatively light colored Bf 109G-6 was photographed in April Close-up of a Bf 10YE instrument panel.
1943, and clearly shows the barrels of its underwing armament and
gondola-shaped fairings.

From left: Clerico Behrens, Guth (]Ilj-n‘ the others are unknown.
Photograph taken at Guines, France in 1940.

Members of the 11. Staffel during November 1944 at Virden. From
left: Baur, Kirchamier, Winkler, Sievers, Butte, Gehring, Krupken,
Bern and Hambacher.
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Bf 1095 parked on the airfield in Guines, France.

» -

™ - - g
Left Oberleutnant Hein Wiibke and Staffelkapitin Hansmann during 5 =
shooting exercises at Le Mans 1940, i ‘.

i u

BI 109F, “Yellow 1,” being reloaded.

Left: Aircraft of L/JG 54 at Orly airfield, the nearest apparently still
in 7102 camouflage and with its starboard wing cross painted in the
old style close to the wingtip. The other intentifiable machines are
“Red 4,” and “White 1,” flown by Staffelkapitin Reinhard Seiler.
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Comparatively light colored Bf 109G-6 photographed on 18th April

Schwarm of 4..1G 54 Bf 109Es with “White 4” and “White 1,” over 1943 with underwing gondolas.
the British Channel during the Battle of Britain.

“White 1,” as shown in the photo at left, shown here taking off.

This Bf 109F, “White 1,” armed with a 250kg bomb, is believed 10
have been the aircraft of the well-known Waldemar (Hein) Wiibke.
At the time it had five victories on the rudder.

Two Bf 109Fs of 1./JG 54 each camouflaged quite darkly on the
upper surfaces.

Bf 109F, “Yellow 10,” in Russia. Dark camouflaged aircraft under
ETC with four 50 kg bombs of L/JG 54, weapon aligning exercises.
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“White 2,” of 1./JG 54 has very worn winter camouflage. This photo of flak damage on a Fw 190 also gives a view of the
standard upper surface wing cross.

Bl 109E, “Black 6, at Guines 1940.

The twao photos to the right show “Yellow 9, Bf 109E, at Mochen-
gladbach shortly before the French campaign. Note light upperside
camouflage of wing in the foreground.
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Bf 109E, “Yellow 4,” at Guines 1940,

Bf 109E, “Yellow 9," also displays the “wing” emblem. Note the ly large underside Balkenkruez.
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Bf L09E at Guines carrying the unknown “wing” emblem of JG 54.

Bf 109Es of 8./JG 54 taxiing out prior to takeofT, each one showing a
different emblem on its yellow ling. The | fuselage cross Bf 109E, “Yellow 7," at Guines, France 1940,
I on “White 57 is interesting,

Bf 109E, “White 11" of 7./JG 54, with collapsed main wheel strut. Note light yellow hood and rudder.
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Camouflaged Bf 109E of 7./JG 54 in France. Note different style of
camouflage, in the foreground, “White 4.”

A Finnish soldier in front of a Bf 109G of 7./JG 54 that displays the
Staffel embelm on the nose and the I Gruppe emblem under the
windscreen.

Above and lefliz Trailer of 7./.JG 54 in Russia showing seventy-five |
and eighty victories,
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Emblem of 8./JG 54
shown here on the
cowling of a Bf 109E-4,
Guines, France 1940,
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Bf LOYE, “Black 4.” of 8./]G 54 in flight.

Crash landed Bf 109E, “Black 3,” at Guines, France 1940.

i o — —r -y
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Bf 109E, “Black 3,” at Guines, France 1940,

Bf 109E in France of 9..]G 54 showing the “Devil’s-head™ emblem of
this unit.
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This Bf 109E crash landed at Le Mans, France 1940,

Unknown pilot of 9./JG 54 with a Bf 109E, “Yellow 2.” in France
1940. The background of the red and black Devil's head emblem,
and also the center band of the spinner appear to have been painted
in the yellow Staffel color.

Emblem of 9./JG 54 on Bf 109E.
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Note very light upperside colors on wing of this 9./JG 54 Bf 109E.
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Above and below left: Bf 109F, “White 5," of 7.JG 54 received a serious flak hit at Siverskaja. The rudder shows four victories. Pilot was
Fritz Erlenkamper.
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Above, above right and right: Fw 190s of JG 54 during “home
defense” flying in “Sturmkeil” formation.

Bf 109G with three color upperside camouflage of IL/JG 54. Unknown pilot of JG 54 sitting on a Fw 190 with chevron-markings.
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Winter camouflaged Bf 109F, “Black 2" of 2./JG 54, had twenty-two victories marked on its rudder.

R

&

These two winter camouflaged Fw 190A-4s, “Yellow 4, and “Yellow
11,” belownged to 3./JG 54, The usual yellow markings were carried
around the fuselage crosses, on the lower wingtips and on the lower
cowling.

A Fw 190A-8 displaying the motif of IV, Gruppe, signifying the town
of Kiinigsberg, within the green heart emblem. The color of the
cowling was especially light and was probably pale blue-grey 76.




Bf 109E, “White 11,” of L/JG 77.

Bf 109F, “White 11," of 4./JG 77.
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Chapter 3

JAGDGESCHWADER 77 “HERZ AS”

In September 1939, 1. and 1. Gruppen were already in existence
and were administered by a Geschwaderstab. Only 1. Gruppe
took part in the Polish campaign, subsequently moving to the West
and becoming IV./JG 51 in February 1941. 11. Gruppe, which had
remained in the West, was joined in 1940 by 1./JG 2 and 11/JG 186,
the unit which was intended to embark on the aircraft carrier Graf
Zeppelin, then siill under construction. In April 1940, IL/JIG 77
moved into Norway, to operate from Stavanger and Trondheim. In
July it was joined by IL/JG 186, which was re-designated I11./JG
o7

At the end of June 1940, I. Gruppe and the Staff returned to
Diiberitz, to be known as Sonderjagdschuz Berlin, but they rejoined
the units on the Channel Coast at the end of August in time lo take
part in the Battle of Britain under the administration of JG 51, Some
elements of JG 77 took part in operations over Greece and Crete
during April and May 1941, but . Gruppe was transferred to Nor-
way, where it later formed the nucleus of JG 5.

It was from bases in Romania that JG 77 moved into Russia in
June 1941, operating from captured airfields such as Rostov,
Taganrog and Odessa. [./LG 2 was detached from JG 77 for a time
to support JG 3 in the Kiev area until it was withdrawn to Romania
in November and from January until April 1942 IL/JG 77 was rested
in Germany. At the same time, 1./LG 2 was attached to [ILJG 77
during the assauli on the Crimea, being re-designated 1./JG during

July. It was then transferred to the Mediterrancan area. Meanwhile,
1. Gruppe was thrown into the battle for Kursk and I11. Gruppe
was moved north to the Leningrad sector.

By October 1942, both L. and [1. Grippen had joined the fight-
ing in North Africa. From here they retreated to Sicily and then to
mainland ltaly where they were joined by I11. Gruppe. This Gruppe,
however, was almost immediately transferred to Romania in order
to defend the now vulnerable oil installations around Ploesti.

When the Allies landed in the south of France in August 1944,
1LJG 77 vainly tried to stem their advance. Toward the end of the
year the entire Geschwader was amalgamated in the Berlin area 1o
prepare for Operation Bodenplatte.

About 100 Bf 109G-14s and K-4s were ordered (o attack
Antwerp-Deurne, but in the event I. Gruppe arrived over
Woensdrecht, II. Gruppe became lost and only Il1. Gruppe found
and attacked the intended target. For a loss of ten pilots they de-
stroyed one Typhoon and damaged a number of others. Later in
Ianuary, the Geschwader was transferred to the Eastern Front in a
vain attempl to prevent the Russian advance into Czechoslovakia.
When hostilities ended, these personnel destroyed their aircraft and
marched westward through Bohemia to surrender to American
forces. Unfortunately for JG 77, however, the Americans handed
them over to the Russians as prisoners a few days later.

An interestingly marked aircraft is this Bf 109G-6, “Yellow 16,” probab

ly in 74/75/76 grey camouflage and carrying a white rear fuselage

band, small number, and unit badge immediately ahead of the fuselage cross plus the red, white and black heart-and-diamond marking of

JG 77 on its nose. It was flown by Uffz Lindemann.
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Ernst Wilhelm Reinert with Eichenlaub which he received on 6
October 1942 as Feldwebel for 103 victories. He later received the
ncluding seventy-one
victories in the west, in over 700 missions.

BI 109G-6, “Yellow 16,” of IIL/JG 77. This unit had the nickname
Wanderzirkus Ubben around the wolf*s-emblem, thus recalling the
various places where they had fought. Ubben was the Gruppen-
kommandeur. *Yellow 16™ was flown by Uffz Lindemann.

Zeno Biaumel by his BF 109G, “Yellow 7," which scored one of the
war's most bizarre victories on May 8, 1943 during the German
evacuation of North Africa. The cabin roof and cockpit armor were
removed and while Ernst Reinert sat in the pilot's seat, Biumel
knelt behind him hanging on grimly with mechanic Fw Walter in
turn grabbing Baumel’s legs. Over the Mediterranean, Reinert
attacked a Grumman Martlet and after two short bursts, down it
went. Biumel was wildly enthusiastic but Walter, who couldn’t see a
thing was terrified. When they arrived at Trapani after demonstrat-
ing their victory with a low-level pass, their comrades thought they
were all mad, but after landing with a flat tire, Reinert's 154th
victory was confirmed.
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Biiumel demonstrating how Reinert shot down the Grumman
Martlet.

This BI 109G, “Yellow 8," was flown by Heinz Berg of 9./1G 77. Heinz wserg climbing out of his Bf 109G. On April 4, 1944, four

Under the cockpit was the name Mullepux, after a lover of Victorde  fellow pilots had shot down four four-engined aircraft. The airfield

Kowa in a well-known film. was Mizil in Romania, the victims were attacking B-245 on a raid to
Ploesti.
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Unusual fuselage markings on Berg’s aircraft, “Yellow 8" A dwarf with a lamp and a mattock and “Ick wer" Dir schon find'n!" (Berlin
slang: “I'll find you for surel”).

Berg again sitting between two friends on the wing of his B 109G, l
which was fitted with underwing cannon gondolas. I

Fleiger Heinz Berg sitting in the cockpit after his first victory on
April 4, 1944 over Bucharest.

Right: Four pilots (second from right Berg) walk back to the
command post after claiming four victories on April 4, 1944 at Mizil,
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BI 109G of 9./JG 77 with pilots. From left on the ground: Unknown, unknown, Uffz Meyer, Uffz Jirgen Post. On top from left: Unknown,
Uffz Skreba, unknown, and Fw Birnbaum.

BI 109G with unknown pilot of 9./JG 77. Under the cockpit left, the name Blitzbiene (lightning-bee), a bee and a lightning emblem. On the
right side the modified emblem of T11./JG 77.
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Liffz Kasimir Botulinski points to I1L/JG 77 wolf’s head emblem and ~ Heinz Berg (center) showing comrades how he made his victory
the name Trude on his Bf 109G, “Yellow 4.” using “international pilot’s | ge.” On the left side Lt Hauf.

Pilots of 9./JG 77 enjoying themselves on the hood of a Bf 109G, From left: Rolf “Ole™ Lehmann, Botulinski, Birnbaum, a mechanic, and
Uffz Jiirgen Post.
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Above and right: Bf 109G returning from a sortie. See “soft” surface
of the Mizil-airfield.

Bf 109E, “Black 5," of 1/JG 77 fying low over a snow-covered
northern landscape.

1 Above left: A group of newly-arrived pilots at petsamo during the summer of 1941, In front of “White 11™ are: Uffz Salwender, Uffz Keppler,
Uffz Becker, Uffz Villing, Fw Dahmer, Fw Wiechmann, Fi Plriinger, Uffz Lehmann, Uffz Stratmann, Fw Mutzel and L Tetzner.

. o 5
The whole of 9./JG 77 preparing for a mission from Mizil during Spring 1944. American B-24s had been sighted enroute to either Bucharest
or Ploesti.
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This aircraft was photographed at Roi, Finland during 1941 and carried five victories on its rudder. The yellow lower wingtip and spinner
tip are interesting features for a Bf 109E.

The first Ritterkreuztriiger in the far North was Ofw Hugo Dahmer. His award was presented on 1 August 1941 for twenty-two victories. The
two photos above show Dahmer's Bf 109E rudder.
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Hugo Dahmer after his awarding of the Ritterkreuz. Hugo Dahmer and Oberleutnant Horst Carganico, later
Staffelkapitan of 6./JG 5, and then Gruppenkommandeur of 1L/JG 5
in front of Carganico’s Bf 109E. Note the natural metal spinner.

From left: Fw Salwender, Carganico, and Dahmer. At this time, This aircraft was also flown by Oblt Horst Carganico in 1L/JG 77.
1941, the most successful pilots in the unit. Fw Salwender had to bail  Under the windscreen is an emblem showing a man peering across
out over Murmansk on 23rd April 1942 afier bringing down his 25th  the English Channel through a telescope. This photo was taken at
victory, a Hurricane. He later died in a prison camp. Neubrandenburg.
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Another aircraft lown by Obir Horst Carganico. This Bf 109F displays the G k dewr markings of 11L.JG 5. Its camouage A
scheme was most likely 74/75/76.

Above and right: Bf 109E, “Black 5," of 1/JG 77 with mechanics.
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Above and right: Uffz Karl Miiller with his Bf 109G-10 of IL/JG 77.
Although this Gruppe had been allocated green and white home
defense markings, according to unit members they were definitely
not used.

Left: Even though Johannes Pilcher of I11/JG 77 scored seventy-five
victories, including sixteen four-engine bombers, one of his most
remarkable achievements was to survive this crash after clipping a
hedge when landing.

JGTIK fore Job S in Traly.



Above: A close-up of Klaus Bretschneider in the cockpit with his
mechanic, Obgfr Schmidt.

Inset: The name Rauhb could be translated as “tough guy.” The
pilot’s victory stick showed twenty-one of his eventual thirty-one
kills.

Opposite: Another view of “Red 1, Rauhbautz VII, showing the
extra cockpit armor and markings.
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Chapter 4

JAGDGESCHWADER
300, 301, & 302 “WiLpE Sau”

Any account of the Wilde Sau units must, by virtue of their func-
tion and modus operandi, be less comprehensive than that of
older-established units. Formed during 1943 in a daringly unortho-
dox attempt to provide additional defence against the mounting on-
slaught of the RAF night bombing offensive, the Wilde Sau forma-
tions were intended to utilize single-seat aircraft from day fighter
units on moonlit nights. This plan was the brainchild of Maj Hajo
Herrmann, an accomplished ex-bomber pilot who had become a
technical adviser to the German High Command. He was ordered
to create an experimental unit to explore the idea further, employ-
ing, at least initially, pilots with adequate night-flying experience.
Eventually the Wilde Sau formations were to receive their own
equipment and were thrown into the great daylight battles over
Germany. They were transferred frequently from one base to an-
other and indeed some elements were to find themselves operating
in a ground-attack role during the final stages of the German de-
bacle. Due to heavy losses, there were amalgamation and a transfer
of personnel among these units, so that it is possible to record only
a general account of their histories.

JAGDGESCHWADER 300

JG 300 was established on 26th June 1943 with I. Gruppe at Bonn-
Hangelar, I1. Gruppe at Rheine and I1I. Gruppe at Oldenberg. I1.
Gruppe utilized the aircraft of IL/JG 11, while 111 Gruppe used
those of II1.JG 11. During November I11. Gruppe became a nucleus
for NG 302.

L. Gruppe was transferred to Merzhausen and Herzogenaurach
in May 1944 and then to Bad Worishofen and Berlin. By April
1945 it had returned to Bavaria, at Holzkirchen; it was disbanded at
Salzburg at the end of the month.

I1. Gruppe moved o Frankfurt/Main. 6. Staffel was detached
to become 8./NJG 11, while during 1944 the remaining two Staffeln

operated as a Sturmgruppe using airfields all over Southern Ger-
many. From September the Gruppe moved 1o Erfurt, then to
Finsterwalde and finally to Libnitz, from where the ground-attack
sorties were made over the Eastern Front. It was disbanded some-
where in Southern Germany in May 1945,

JAGDGESCHWADER 301

Having a Staff and 1. Gruppe at Neubiberg, near Munich, JG 301
was formed in October 1943 with its second Gruppe at Altenburg
and its third Gruppe at Zerbst. Some pilots of II. Gruppe had been
posted from I1./JG 300. Continually on the move and suffering heavy
losses, the Geschwader remained operational until April 1945,

L. Gruppe moved first to Bad Worishofen, then to Holzkirchen;
in June 1944 it was at Cambrai and in August it was almost wiped
out in the heavy fighting over the Reich. During 1945 it moved to
Salzwedel, then to Posen in the East, returning to Salzwedel and
Fintserwalde during the final days of the war.

Il. Gruppe was also at Salzwedel in April 1945, having oper-
ated in Austria, Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary, and finally over East-
ern Germany.

The original IIL. Gruppe survived only until May 1944, being
disbanded at Grossachsenheim. A new [11. Gruppe was formed from
1./JG 302 in September at Stendal. During January 1945 a fourth
Gruppe was established at Gardelegen. It was based at Wittsock for
a short period but was disbanded at Gardelegen in April. During
the summer of 1944 10. Staffel had joined I1./NJG 11 at Wiesbaden.
After a period at Jiterbog it moved south into Bavaria where it was
disbanded with the remnants of V. Gruppe which, as 1./JG 76, had
withdrawn from Reinsdorf near Berlin. The rest of JG 301 surren-
dered in Schleswig-Holstein.

JAGDGESCHWADER 302

This was the last of the Wilde Sau units to be formed. It was estab-
lished during November 1943 at Stade and Daberitz. 1. Gruppe was
formed from a nucleus of 1/JG 301 at Jiiterbog, I1. Gruppe from I1./
JG 301 at Ludwigslust and Il Gruppe from II1/JG 300 at
Oldenburg. In April 1944 1. Gruppe was transferred to Wien-Seyring
(Vienna) to provide day-time cover for the Me 410s of ZG 26. Dur-
ing June a further move was made to Gétzendorf where a 4. Staffel
was added to its strength. The Gruppe suffered extremely heavy
losses over Hungary during the summer and the survivors were
subsequently absorbed into I11./JG 301 at Erfurt.

IL. Gruppe first saw day and night action at Ludwigslust and
Altenburg, then in mid-1944 from Husum, Stendal, and Salzwedel.
When the Gruppe was disbanded the aircrews joined 111.2JG 300.

II. Gruppe had, by comparison with the other units, a brief
and unusually static career, remaining in North-west Germany at
Vilkenrode near Brunswick until it was disbanded in May 1944,

121



122 AIRCRAFT OF THE LUFTWAFFE FIGHTER ACES IT

Fw 190A-7 with FUG 217 at Rheine during February/March 1944,
The aircraft also belonged to Bretschneider, and had the marking,
“Yellow 1," N+ - of 6..JG 300,

Bretschneider is in the center of this small group. His aircraft had no
MG 131 armament and no 11 Gruppe bar on its red fuselage band,
but it did have additional cockpit armor plating.

This machine of 6./.JG 300, “Yellow 1,” was named Gloria and was
flown by Fw Preiss.

An unusual view of a Fw 190 which shows well the pattern of the
carefully applied spiral on its black-and-white spinner.
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Fw 190A-8/RB W Nr 682181, “Yellow 27, of IL/JG 300 belonging to
Fw Hubert Engst. Note red fuselage band and also yellow I Gruppe
bar.

Engst in the cockpit of his Fw 190,

R RRRRRREREESBEBEEBBEEZRERRR
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Fw 190A-8/RB, Moidl, of Lt Graziadei belonged to 5./]G 300. Note “Black 4," a Fw 190A-8 of 8./JG 300 after a misjudged landing. It

wing mounted MK 108 (30mm). had a blown canopy, no additional armor, and recently introduced
blue-white-blue rear fuselage bands. It was Aown by Lt Viki
Heimann. Note the Mistel in the background.

Fw 190A-8/R8, “Red 8," Pimpf, of Mattius Erhard, the Rottenflieger (wing man) of Bretschneider of 5/JG 300. Left: Erhard, right Ernst
Schrider. Note that the MG 131 openings are covered.
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Fw 190 A-8/RS8, “Yellow 12,” of Uffz Paul Lixfeld of 6./JG 300. It
seems that cockpit armor was painted in RLM 02 grey, name on
armor Muschi. Uffz Lixfeld in front of his aircraft.

Uffz Paul Lixfeld.

Above and right: Ernst Schrider’s Fw 190 A-8, WNr 172733, “Red
19" of 5./JG 300.
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Above: This Fw 190A-8/R8, “Black 8,” was flown by Ofw Richter
who is photographed here during a lull between bombing raids.
Additional armor was fitted to the sides of an otherwise standard
cockpit. This *Black 4" should not be confused with that flown by
Viki Heimann.

¥ \ YUY,
= L. ’§ L L ’ " : o s reell puvvi:lu;s page).

Below: “Green 3" a Fw 190A-8 flown by Fw Heinz Kuring in 1./JG 110, a school for wilde Sau units at Altenburg. Its camouflage was non-
standard in application although the normal 74/75/76 colors were most likely used.

Left: : Ernst Schriider in his “Red 19,” whose inscription was
identl finished, as its mark was missing (see
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“Red 3,” a night fighter of I1./JG 300 seen at Rheine during April Obfr Gerhard Piel of [11/JG 300 about to climb into the Fw 19048,
1944, The very dark camouflage in front of the cockpit may have “Red 5,” in which he was to die twenty minutes later over Halle.
been the remnants of a temporary black finish.
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These two successful pilots of 11/JG 300 are Lt Klaus Bretschneider
on the left and Ofw Konrad Baver. Baver received the Rifterkreuz on
October 31, 1944 when he was still a Feldwebel and finished with
sixty-eight victories, almost half of them four-engine hombers.

From the left; Fw Teubner, Ofw Gross and Ofw Benning, After
winning the Iron Cross, Bennig was awarded the Knight's Cross
affter a total of twenty-eight victories including eighteen four-engine
bombers and one Mosquito.

Oberfeldwebel Walter Loos with Ritterkreuz. He received this award
Pilots of L/JG 300 during Autumn 1944 at Eperstedt. In the center on April 20, 1945 and had a total of thirty-eight victories including

TO of L Gruppe Oblt Anduck, right with cap is Oblt Seeler of 3. twenty-two four-engine bombers and another eight unconfirmed
Staffel. victories with only sixty-six missions.
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Fw Wolfgang (Lumpi) Hundsdorfer of 2./JG 300 in his Bf 109G-10, “Red 10,” showing his personal emblem at Borkheide in October 1944,

He was killed on March 29, 1945. There is a very good chance that this machine may have been painted in the 81/83 upper surface scheme
and it is clearly fitted with a replacement cowling in different colors.

This brand new Bf 109G-6 arrived in spectacular fashion after a
delivery flight from its factory in 1945, Its very unusual camouflage
pattern is one that has not been documented in print before.

This Bf 109G-14 AS, “White 5,” of 1./JG 300 was photographed at
Borkheide near Berlin in January 1945, From the left are: Ogfr
Weilberg, Obfw Fenten and an unknown mechanic.
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“Yellow 12, a Fw 190A-8/R8 of JG 300 shown here possibly in Lixfeld.
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“Yellow 9" a Fw 190A-8 of 6./JG 300 flown by Fw Hannes Theiss. Theiss shot down ten planes in this aircraft including five four-engine
hombers.

Uffz Bastek of 5.(Sturm)/JG 300 near his Fw 190A-8, WNr 682837,
“Red 11."
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Major Friedrich Karl Miiller. Nickname Nasenmiller (nose-Miiller).
With thirty confirmed and three unconfirmed victories he was the
most successful single-engined aircraft night fighter pilot. He was
TO at JG 300 and later went to L/NJG 10.

Miiller’s Bf 109 fighter, “White 12.”

Mechanic Knott adding the twentieth victory marking to Miiller's
Fw 190A-6 in 1944, In the background is Miiller’s Bf 109G-10 which
was fitted with MG 151/20s.

Miiller's Fw 190A-6, “Green 3,” having an engine run-up prior to
takeoff.

Fw 190A-6, “Green 3,” with Miiller in the cockpit, Knott and
Schwerdtfeger are helping with harness. Just visible is the shroud
over the exhaust to avoid glare at night.
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Left: Fw 190A-6, “Green 3,” in a hangar at Werneuchen. Shape of
cahin hood could be a hint that this was a Fw 190 with FUG 350
Naxos in the cabin. The rudder shows a minimum of ten victories.

Left and below: Miiller climbing into his Fw 190.

Bottom: Another Miiller NJG 11, aircraft this ime a Fw 190A-6,
WNr 55453, “Green 3," with sixteen victory markings on its rudder.
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% ABOVE: On her lost mission, Loncoster bomber I for Zere survived fire from three night fighters on its way 1o Honowver

POST SPECIA

As fold by GEOFFREY TAYLOR

* BELOW: The Focke-Wull fighter,
piloted by Felin Mueller, which
shot down Taylor's bomber, Musll-
er won the top single-engine oce
among German night-fighters.
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* ABOVE: The crater where “Z for Zero croshed in flames, on the outskirts of the Germon villoge of Homeln. Geokf wes the lost o bail out,

wictim No. I19..."

Thirty-one years after his bomber
was shot down over Hanover by a
night fighter ace, the ex-RAAF

pilot searched Germany for his
conquerer; the odds against finding
him were astronomical, but the
Australian found his man. Their
meefing provided this amazing story!

lor shook off each fighter
altack by the use of violent wulve
action. and he was able o
crippled Mireraft on to Handver.
After dropping his bombs on the
uld cnr which was an impertant
it in ¥ utnnnoﬂ

a;utem h- turned the Lancas
for hame
o8t fm tely  an

crew
tieulnr hell

“Taylor threw the blg bomber all
over the In & viclent “cork-
“Tew” ev § action in his ef-

fOTts o escape the German llﬂ:m
that kept coming in from the sides
and below.

The Laneaster's port engimes

quit, then he Inner starbagrd

engine e caught fire and ﬂnlll,

f.l- lbdlcrl were

The bomber MII
nmm and the fighier fol-
lowed It down.

A final fatal burst of cannon
into the Lancaster was expectod
but nothing happened and the
seven men in the doomed plane
hlﬂth\elohl.lnm_

ber crashed in & field on
du- euuuru of Aerzen, a small

furming village near Hameln.
It was only on his return to that
particular field this year

When it smashed info the ground
the floming Lancaster atill car-
ried 4000 litres of fuel and 500 Ih
of fire bombs. Because of o tech-
mical fault the fire bombs had

been released over Hanover.
wm‘b-mlnqmm-umr

Taylor spent the remainder af the

why the Cerman pilot did not

complete the “kill* when he had
the chanee.

He knows now. And also knows
the name of the man who shot
him down.

Taylor was & nl:m—th nnd ZJ
years old when the
was in charge of was shat um
The man who shot him down was
the Oerman night fighter ace,
Frisdrich-Earl (Felix) Mueller
Musller had
for 18 Bdunh bambers Mon h!
downed the Lancaster. When the
War ended he was & major. with 30
Allied bombers to his credit and &

Knights
Cross and the Deutschies Kreaz in

One night he shot down three

T fighter nce,
and recalled their st mesting.
Mueller satd “Your job was to
drop Bomba, mine was to shool you
down. We both did as we wery
told.
--rmmnaunm aff but when
pressed  the firing burtom
contfinued overleaf
Avsiralosian FOST, Gorober 3, 1974=FPage 5
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* ABOVE: This picture of the ex-

"""':‘9‘6"““’"’ was tahen "“'_ul' * ABOVE: Taylor (fop right] with five members of his ok

o yorc "‘]f"b" i crew ot their hame base in England. All men survived the air
comern in Muslier's. Kohter. battle, and ol are shill living.

“| was victim No.19..

wnbinued

mothing happened [ was out of

ammunition
Pinding the answer to why he and
his crew had survived the loss of
their Lancaster was only one of
the memory-stirring events of
Taylor's trip to Germany.

He and his former NQ NIW I.h!
farm on  which
erashed. They found snmr r!mn.l.lm
of the wreckage sl there.

They aiso met the keeper of Cas-
tle Schwobber, the man who took
Taylor into custody. and the form-
er policeman who handed him over
to the German Army.

And they met Harl- Hel.r.u Wohl,
& local historian wl
into the sky batile ol 1941 was
responaible for the ultimate meet-
lni ur the two sirmen 31 yesrs

W’hen Taylor and Mueller visited

pia; “Old Comrades”
thelr honor. Sigrid HQM wife ul
castle owner

. presented
with a chocolate cake in the shnpe
of & flying boot.
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* ABOVE: Mueller (left) meets
Geoff Taylor (right] and Tay-
lor's fermer reor gunner Cecil
Smith, of Canada.
The gesture was appropriate
enough. When he arrived st the

down he
Wi wearing only one flying boot,
The other was lost when he balled
out,
Geoff, & Melbourne advertising
exscutive and well-kmown au-
thor. wrote the best seller
“ e of Cake”, and 10 other
s, He is currently working
on another book.
Tt 15 about that wight in October,
I3

* ABOVE: Geoff Taylor ov o young flight ser- % BELOW: Over dinner, and 31 years afler their

geont. He wos 23 when shot down. ABOVE RIGHT:  [ife-ane-death combat, Musller tells Taylor I tried o
His victoriows odversary, Felix Mueller, who brought finish you off, but | wes eut of ammunition,”

down 30 Allied plones in night bottles.
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Two views of “Yellow 127 a Fw 194, RS of Werner Bohnenkamp of 6./JG 300. This anti-bomber version was fitted with extra armor and
two MK 108 wing cannon for clo: fighting.

Walter Loos, sitting on Fw 190A, “Blue 13.” This famous aircraft belonged to Major Walter Dahl, Kemmodore of JG 300.
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The four photos on this page are of Fw 190A-8, “Yellow 14,” with
Walter Loos formerly of IV./JG 3. He later joined JG 301.
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Three Ta 152Hs of Stab./JG 301 showing “Green 1" on the left and “Green 2" on the right, one of them being flown by Walter Loos. The
bicycle belonged to a careless mechanic who became extremely unpopular with the pilots due to the places in which he left his bike! This is

the only known photograph of operational Ta 152s. The third aireraft, “Green 3,” was flown by Ofw Josef Keil, the sole Ta 152 ace with five
victories in the type.

Fw 190A-8 of JG 301.

Refuelling a Bf 109G-6/U2, “White 2," of 1./JG 300 at Bad
Wiirishofen during the summer of 1944,

Above: A Bf 109G-10 of 1./JG 300 in the autumn of 1944, Note the
red tail band.

Right: “Clear™ canopy of “White 2.
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Crashed Bf 109G-10 of JG 300 near Borkheide during January J

Maj Walter Dahl on the occasion of h th victory in autumn of
1944. As Kommodore of JG 304, he ha 1 of 128 victories,
ng aircraft, this Bf 109G-4/R6 was photo- including thirty-six four-engine bombers, and was reputedly the
graphed at the airfield of JG 300 in the autumn of 1944. maost successful German pilot against P-51 Mustangs.
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Establishing ceremony of 111./]G 301 during November 1943 at Oldenburg. Bf 109E on the left, “Red 1,” displays a red II1. Gruppe bar and a
yellow fuselage band. It is not clear if this aircraft was used in action. Note the camouflaged hangar in the background.

Fw 190A-85 of 11.JG 300 with “White 7" in the foreground.
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Fw 190A-8 of IL/JG 300, in the foreground, “White 5.” Note also Pilots and mechanic of JG 300 sit near their aircraft. Note also the
“White 18" and “White 15.” Pilots of JG 300 are looking after a line up of aircraft at the other end of the airfield.
landing Fw 190. Pilot standing on the left could be Mattius Erhard.

Mechanic of 5./JG 300 sit near one of their unit’s Fw 190s. A Fw 190A-8 without MG 131 ar t sk
utilized by 8.JG 300. The only identifiable pemm is ihe pilot
Daniels, who is second from the right.

Fuw 190A-8 of JG 300 with MK 108. In front of the aircraft from the  These IL/JG 300 pilots seen in front of a Bf 109G-10 are from the
left: Rusack, Basteck, Koch, and Richter. left: Uffz Werner, Uffz Schrider, Offir Winter, Offt Diehl, Oblt
Mayer, Lf Graziadei and Ofh Schneider.
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Some of the IL/JG 300 Fw 190A-8s like this one were fitted with four
MG 151/20 cannon.

The pilot seen here may be (fw Richter of JG 300. Note the simpli-
fied black swastika on the aircraft at right.

“Red 10" a rather oddly camouflaged Fw 190A-§ of IL/JG 300. Propeller exchange on a Fw 190 of JG 300

Fw 190A-8 of JG 300 on airfield. In the foreground left, “Yellow §," A Schwarm of Fw 190s of 1L/]G 300 just before take-off. “White 17
of 1L Gruppe apparently with red-white-red fuselage tail band. was probably flown by the Staffelkapitin of 4./JG 300,

Fw 190A-8. of JG 300 on airfield.
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3’5 Fw 190A-8 showing MG 151, camera, and MK 108 at the wing front.
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Fw 190A-8 of JG 300 with MK 108 armament. Note stencilling on
the aircraft and on the auxiliary tank, “keine Bombe.”

Above: A busy scene with “Yellow 17 lifted at its jacking points. This
and the aircraft behind it are believed to have had red rear fuselage
hands.

Left: Two Fw 190A-8/R8s of IL/JG 300, “Yellow 4" having a yellow
Defense of the Reich rear fuselage band. The Fw 190 was the
principle fighter used by the Wilde Sau units.

Below: Two Fw 190s of IL/JG 300 clearly showing the blue-white-
blue rear fuselage bands on “Yellow 2.” The machine on the left
displays a plain black outline-type fuselage cross.
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] — i ¢ Left and below: This Fw 190D-9

was used by the staff of JG 301
and had a yellow lower cowling,
plus an oversprayed swastika.
Naote the ETC bomb racks used
for ground-attack operations in
the closing weeks of the war.

Fw 190 A-8, “Yellow 8" of ILJG
300.
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A pilot sunning himself on his Me 163B-2 of 2,/JG 400 at Brandis in the spring of 1945. The aircraft had low contrast 81/82 upper surfaces
with 76 underneath, and a white nose cone. The generator blades and spinner were probably yellow.

—

Above: Wreckage of “Black 13.”
Left and opposite: “White 10,” An Me 163B-1 of 1./JG 400 photo-

graphed at Wittmundhof/Oranienburg during June 1944. Note the
absence of any Werknummer on this and the machine at top.
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Chapter 5

JAGDGESCHWADER 400

t the end of January 1944, 1./JG 400 was formed at Bad

Zwischenahn, using a nucleus of 20./JG 1 and elements of
Erprobungskommando 16, a trials unit which had existed since mid-
1942, charged with the task of developing operational procedures
for the revolutionary new rocket-propelled fighter, the Me 163
Komet.

After a move to Wittmundhafen, a second Staffel was estab-
lished to serve as a training unit. During June 1944 both Staffeln
were transferred to Venlo and then, in August, to Brandis near

Leipzig, from where the Me 1635 first saw action against American
daylight bomber formations.

A second Gruppe consisting of 5. and 6. Staffeln was estab-
lished in November at Stargard and in the following month this
Gruppe joined the Stab and 1. Gruppe at Brandis. In April 1945, 1.
Gruppe was disbanded there, but II. Gruppe moved first to
Salzwedel, then to Nordholz and finally to Husum near the Danish
horder, where it surrendered to British forces in May.
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Left: Many aces learned the art of air-to-air combat on 70/71/65-colored Bf 109Cs such as this fighter school machine photographed in 1938,

Right: Another training aircraft, “White 19,” after a landing mishap.

he camouflage schemes referred to in this work remain typical

for the appropriate dates and for the relevant theatres of war,
although a mixture of schemes was sometimes found, such as in
North Africa where standard European camouflage was frequently
seen in use alongside the desert scheme. In Russia, varying condi-
tions led to the use of some interesting experimental schemes. In
general terms, however, the upper surfaces of aircraft were finished
in either splinter, geometric, or snakeskin patterns and the under-
sides were almost invariably in a pale blue-grey intended to merge
with the sky. The surface texture had a silky sheen when new, but
after weathering it was usual to find that the colors had faded and
become dull, giving a matte appearance. In some rare instances a
high gloss finish was used in an attempt to increase the top speed of
the aircraft concerned.

A group from 6./JG 26 trying hard to be natural for the cameraman
in front of Bf 109E, “Yellow 5,” during 1939. The machine had
standard 70/71/65 camouflage and early-style national markings.

Also in Russia there were some non-standard unit-mixed col-
ors such as olive-green and light-tan. Color photographs also sug-
gest that a brown tone slightly lighter than RLM 81 was also in
limited use towards the end of the war. An even more startling up-
per surface color was the purple shade used on Bf 109s of JG 52,
but the extent to which these flashes of originality were employed
has yet to be established in any conclusive way.

A final interesting variation worth mentioning was the use of
RLM 65 and RLM 76 as upper surface camouflage colors, not as
evidenced by extremely clean paintwork and fresh stenciling un-
marred by operational use.
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01
02

61
62
63
65
66
70

71
72
73
74
75
76

78

79

79
80

80

81
82
83

THE CAMOUFLAGE COLORS

Silber silver Used for prototype aircraft.

Grau grey Interior surfaces and externally with the
71/65 and 74/75/76 schemes.

Braun brown A pre-war camouflage color.

Griin green A pre-war camouflage color.

Hellgrau light grey A pre-war camouflage color.

Hellblau light blue Undersurfaces

Schwarzgrau black-grey Cockpit interiors and exteriors

Schwarzgriin black-green A camouflage color with 01 and 71, and
on propeller blades and spinners

Dunkelgriin dark green A camouflage color with 02 and 70.

Griin green Used on marine aircraft, with 73.

Griin green Used on marine aircraft, with 72.

Funkelgrau dark grey Used in grey camouflage schemes.

Grau medium grey Used in grey camouflage schemes.

Weisshlau light grey Undersurfaces and with grey
camouflage schemes.

Himmelblau light blue Tropical color for undersurfaces, with
79 and 80.

(Temp) sand yellow Tropical color, a slightly dirty yellow.

Sandgelb

Sandgelb light tan Tropical color used with 78 and 80.

(Temp) khaki Tropical color used exclusively with
79 (Temp).

Olivgriin olive green Tropical color for use with 79 but not
with 79 (Temp).

Braunviolett brown-violet A late camouflage color use with 82.

Dunkelgriin dark grey A late camouflage color used with 81.

Heligriin light green A late camouflage color used with 81.
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RLM
21 Weiss white Used for Balkenkreuz, Swastika and
wingtips.
22 Schwarz black Used for Balkenkreuz and Swastika.
23 Rot red
24 Blau blue
25 Griin green
26 Braun brown
2 Gelb yelow
04 Gelb yellow Used for cowlings, rudders and tail
bands
77 Grau grey
Tail bands encircling the rear fuselage were used in two distinct IG1 red (also an early JG 300 color)
contexts. The first to appear was the white 21 band that signi- G2 yellow/white/yellow
fied the Mediterranean area, and later the southern sector of the IG3 white
Eastern Front. On the northern and central sectors of the Eastern 1G4 black/white/black
Front, Luftwaffe aircraft carried a yellow 04 tail band. The second IG5 black/yellow
use of tail bands, some of which were multi-colored, was initiated IG6 red/white/red
in 1944 and continued until the end of the war. They appeared on IG7 blue/red
many fighters engaged in Defense of the Reich duties and were G 11 yellow
intended primarily for inter-unit, rather than friend-or-foe identifi- 1G 26 black/white
cation. The total width of the bands was usually 900mm. In the 1G 27 green
following list, the colors of the foreward band is stated first. 1G 51 green/white/green
1G 52 red/white
JG 53 black
1G 54 blue
IG77 white/green

JG 300 blue/white/blue
JG 301 yellow/red

“Red 1" of LUJG 77, showing the
unit's characteristic black and
white boot emblem in conjunction
with pre-war 70/71/65 camouflage
and early-style wing crosses,
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The glossy appearance of
this 70/71/65-camouflaged
Bl 109E of JG 52 photo-
graphed in October 1939
was more likely the result
of a recent rain shower
than any special attempt to
polish it. “Red 1" was flown
by Lt Berthel.

Except for the spotted
aircraft on the right, most
of these 3./JG 52 Bf 109Es
photographed at Laachen-
Speyerdorf in October 1939
were finished in the 70/71/
65 scheme standard at the
time.

Lightly-camouflaged Bf
109Es of JG 52 dispersed
around Charleville airfield
in France during May 1940,
Probably some of them
were the same fighters as
seen in the photograph
above,
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Above: “Red 4," a 71/02/65-camouflaged Bf
109E of 1./JG 52 undergoing maintenance and
armament adjustments during early 1940,
The high color separation line helped provide
good air-to-air concealment. Left: “Yellow 9,"
Motri, a similarly camouflaged Bf 109E of 3./
JG 2, also in early 1940. On the far right is
Rudi Pflanz, who was to claim fifty-two
victories. Below: Personnel of 6./JG 26 in
front of two of their machines, “Yellow 4,”
WNr 1943, and WNr 1937, Again, the color
combination was 71/02/65, but with pre-war
style national markings.
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Above: An unidentified pilot in front of
“Yellow 8,” a machine of 6./JG 26, complete
with its dangerous-looking unit mascot in
brown, white and black. Right: This Bf 109E
of an unidentified unit during the Battle of
Britain exhibited a relatively unusual style of
solid fuselage mottling, probably in RLM 01
and dark green 71. Below: “Black 11" of JG
52 having its guns adjusted about mid-1940,
By this time the former hard upper/lower
surface camouflage separation line on the
fuselage had been softened by an overspray of
RLM 02.
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An unidentified Bf 109E,
“White 3,” bearing an
unusually long horizontal
bar of a second Gruppe.
This photograph was taken
al Tannenberg in 1940, the
most likely colors being 71/
02/65.

Yellow-tailed and probably
yellow-nosed Bf 109Es of
another unidentified
Geschwader during 1940,
The color scheme used here
was probably 71/02/65 with
pronounced elements of
dark green mottling on the
Tuselage sides.

Bf 109Es of 1./JG 52 taking
off from Calais during the
Battle of Britain. The white
campaign markings on the
wings and tail assemblies of
these fighters were very
conspicuous. The two
nearest aircraft probably
had 70/71 upper surfaces
with the furthest machine
most likely a mixture of
RreEYS.
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A special aircraft in JG 26 was
this grey-camouflaged Bf 109F-
2, WNr 6714, tested by Adolf
Galland, which showed sixty
victories on its yellow rudder. It
has a number of interesting

yellow spinner and nose, and at
one time a telescopic sight for

' long-range identification of
Allied aircraft,
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These two photographs show the mottle style of camouflage in use on Bf 109Es of JG 51 during 1940, The upper machine, bearing
the unit's charact, ic bird and umbrella embl was seriously in this crash-landing. Uffz Seidl was the pilot. In the
lower photograph is “Yellow 1,” the mount of Josef Priller of IL/JG 51. It displays twenty white bars on its fin.
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Abave: This was the BI 109E of Hpr Giinther Scholz, Kommandeur of 111./JG 5. The dark-toned upper surfaces carried the third
Gruppe badge and a personal emblem showing the rear view of a small girl in brief underwear. Below: Hpr Helmut Bennemann,
the pilot of this JG 52 Bf 109F, seen putting into practice his own ideas on camouflage. One can only speculate about the colors.




160 AIRCRAFT OF THE LUFTWAFFE FIGHTER AcEs IT

Above: For greater convenience when engine
cowlings required fl this was often
done when detached from the rest of the airframe.
The machine shown here was Erich Rudorffer’s Bf
109F, “Yellow 9,” of 6./JG 2, photographed at
Abbeville-Drucat in the summer of 1941, Left:
Another similarly painted JG 2 Bf 109F was Kurt
Goltzseh’s “Yellow 8.” The name under the cockpit
seems to be Anni. Below: The tail of “Yellow 9,” the
sume aircrafl as seen at the top of the page. Taken
at Beaumont-le-Roger in early 1942, it is known to
have had the then unusual 71/02/65 camouflage
scheme, a yellow rudder, a black or black-green
spinner, and an unusually long second Gruppe bar.
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Above: Newly delivered Fw 190A-4s of an unkown Geschwader on the Western Front. Each showed relatively light colored
fuselage sides and the 71/02/65 color scheme which was not especially common on Fw 190s. Below: Another Fw 190 in the same
color scheme was “Yellow 11," WNr 1199, of 6./JG 2, which carried the black and white eagle marking of 111/JG 2 in the exhaust
area.
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Above: Two Bf 109Es of 1/JG 27 photographed in the Western Desert during 1941. The machine in the foreground appears to have
been lightly oversprayed and shows twenty victory bars on its rudder. Behind it was a Bf 109E-4/trop with freshly applied field
camouflage in sand yellow 79, and brownish-green 80 mottling over pale blue-grey 65, a scheme later adopted by the entire Gruppe.

Below: Bf 109F-4/trops of JG 27 in the later colors of tan 79 upper surfaces over 78 sky blue in conjunction with the usual white
theatre markings.
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Above: This Bf 109F, “White 13" of 4./JG 27, like the aircraft on each side of it, had considerably faded paintwork, almost
certainly tan 79 upper surfaces over 78 sky blue. Continuous desert operations produced an effect on aircraft finishes not unlike

the effect of energetically applied Ipaper. Below: Two derelict but interestingly marked Bf 109Fs of I11/JG 27 discovered by
Australian forces in North Africa after the German retreat. Both show the standard 78/79 scheme and white markings.
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Above: Werner Schroer's former Bf 109G amidst
an assortment of other abandoned German and
Italian aircraft at Castel Benito in January 1943.
Left: Schroer also flew another aircraft with
similar markings in black. The letter “A"” indicated
the machine of the Adjutant. Below: A Bf 109G-2
believed to have been “Black 8," acquired by No. 3
Squadron RAAF, then painted up and fMown in the
personal markings of the commanding officer, the
ten victory ace Squadron Leader Bobby Gibbes,
DSO, DFC & Bar.
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Above: Fritz Tegtmeier's “Black 8," showing a
special unit-applied camouflage scheme in
unknown colors and eleven white victory bars on
the rudder. Right: Two Fw 190A-5s of JG 54
photographed in late 1943 and again bearing two
of the decidedly non-standard schemes for which
the unit was reknawned. Below: A fascinating
variety of emblems was carried on “White 7,” the
Bf 109G-2 of Friedrich Rupp 7./JG 54. The aircraft
appears to have the usual three-color upper
surface combination used on JG 54's fighter at this
time.
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Above: Interesting unit markings are visible on
this crashed IV./JG 51 Fw 190, “Yellow 10,” in
much deteriorated winter camouflage. The
aircraft, not fitted with bomb racks, is thought to
have struck the bomb on landing, Left: Trautloft's
snow-camouflaged Fw 190 seen at Siverskaja in the
winter of 1942-43. Below: Photographs show that
different factories had their own styles of paint
application, this Fw 190A-8, “Yellow 17 of IL/JG
300, being a good example of a common spotted
type of finishing.
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Wolfgang Ewald of JG 3
testing a new grey-
camouflaged Bf 109G-1 in
Russia during 1943,

Giinther Rall of ]G 52
being welcomed home after
adding yet another victory
to his eventual tally of 275,
At the time “Black 3" still
carried its factory call-
signs. The machine behind
it, probably also flown by
Rall, was painted “Black 3"
as well but also bears a
chevron marking.

Dr Ludewig with “Red 11™
of IV./JG 54, photographed
in Sachsen during March
1945, The bright light blue
tail band is an interesting
feature. This same color
may also have been
repeated on the nosering.
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Lefi: Fw Stiber with a Bf 109G of 7./JG 54 bearing the fling clog unit emblem and clearly identifiable three-color upper surface
camouflage believed to have been medium green, dark olive green and light tan, Right: Two mechanics with Kommodore Hannes
Trautloft’s Bf 109F. On its green heart emblem were the three Gruppen symbaols.

T

Left: A more complete view of Trautloft's machine showing clearly the medium green and dark olive green camouflage, plus all the
markings. Right: The same aircraft with “half-and-half” winter camouflage consisting of the same colors as before but with white
added.

Left: Another photograph of Fritz Tegtmeier's BI 109F, “Black 8,” of 2./JG 54 after severe flak damage to the empennage. Of
interest are the twenty-four black victory markings, and the freak hole in the exact center of the swastika. Right: Me 2625 of
Erprobungskommando 262, probably at Lechfeld in July 1944. The second aircraft was “Yellow 3," WNr 170067, but its camou-
flage, as with all aircraf here, is a moot point.
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These three photographs show views of
Hermann Graf’s incredibly painted Fw 190A-
5, seen here at Bussac, France in 1943, At right
‘Graf is talking to Hpt von Ebersbach with the
Fw 190's yellow and red rudder visible on the
left. The photograph below shows a ceremony
for the swearing in of Spanish soldiers of the
Blue Division on 7 September 1943 in front of
the hangars of the Bloch factory at Tolouse-
Blagnac.
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Above: On 30 March 1945, Messerschmitt test
pilot Hans Fay surrendered this prize Me 262,
WNr 111711, to the USAAF, making it the first
intact German jet to fall into Allied hands.
Towards the end of the war, production difficulties
resulted in many aircraft being flown with only
part-finished paintwork. Left: Uffz Karl Miiller
with a Bf 109G-10 of TL/JG 77 which, by rights,
should have been painted with the designated
green and white rear fuselage band, not green only.
Below: “White 23,” WNr 120222, was the identifi-
cation of this He 162A-2 of JG 1. A color photo-
graph shows it to have had a basic scheme of 71/76,
the former due to the need to use up surplus paint
stocks as set out in the painting directives of 1 July
1944, when three new green shades were intro-
duced.
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Fw 190A-4, W Nr 2310, Black 2, of 2./JG 54
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Nammer revealed the Tghter™s criginal grey ca
barders and the eugine cowling serisd the 1./1G

nilips were yellow. The asea around the Werk
Mage. The wsderwing crosses bad thin black
eeal, Wlack, white asd sellos.

I this stcraft gt Waltr Mowotny, Grappenkommendeuy of | /10 34 sesred
14h Ciceober 1843, As the time he was the ieading Lufiss v Fighter wce. £
machine has been published several times, ieacinbly thers hwee boen serie:
grey camouflage, the fusebage and wing wpper surfaces had e
cokars. & meds green, {thought to have been about F5 34118) ssvund the cock,
en inpprarimaisy FS S409) sisrwiire, possibl (ke origin of e he eat expesimental az lihe

on this

cailors B2 and 33, The 1 section, however, wis bot recamouflaged.

The lowes part of the radder, the fuselnge band, the lowes ».ns-m and the. In»n uling wese
yellow. Within the dual sheveans was o small white number £ Alsa on each sids of kit was &
ciary white 13 which hed formerty been surrcunded by a green heart. 'Innnlnmr s bln:n with a thin
white spiral. The outer wing guns had been remaved

FLl
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Bf 109G-1 with dual chevrons, of 11./JG 52

Thu imteresting sveraft was negularty fown by Johasees (Mick) Smnlwl'r. we w the fime was
areer

Drawings by K. Sandon

deme ot of kg 11, 2 combinaon wlch s wied o mdny Tl o€t G The

sovmandenr of 11,/ JG 52, By the time s <
J\‘ 4, he bad recoeded a tolal of 176 victories.
His mount carvied & grey camouflage scheme, except for the upper cowling in Bue-grey 65 with a

Fw 190A-4, White 8, of L./JG 54

In this aircraft, the renowned Waher Nowolsy scored |/0G 30mh i 0 Ciatschina,
R, In November IRA2, Careying washabl whis ity cursallnge, & aloo had the souling laps of
am A% model. The nember, white 3, had a this bleck Border bt the green hrart emblem was plain. The
emblem of 1./1G 34 was carrled on the cowling In red, white, bluck and ye!

Around the cockpil frame were iraces of the oid camoullage whibic the frames of the mavable hood

. luwer wingsips and the lower cowling were pained yellos, The spinner was 2 us
combinatian with tha tip i while, onE quarter i green 35 and with the earvard paetion red 2) .ml
‘white, as shuwn in the accompanying detl drawing.

were painted black, the corner being repaired wich a small pisce of polished metal. The white of the
fuselage cromes was phlx.-hrly &rlr with the fuselage band, lower cowling and wi Innlm mainted the

For same reaica, te kowes i GF the rudter hod nok beea it in this cokar. The
spirmer was Mack-green 70 and nm

VLA NI LAVEOMIY JJ] XTONTdd Y
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Bf 109G-4/R6, W Nr 14997, White 2, of 7./1G 52

This Messzrschmitt was one of several flown by the famous Erich Harmann, Whilst Hartsann was
an leave, Liffc Hesbert Meiasler crasholanded in it behind Russian lines and was iaken privos

It had standssd geey camouflage and siill bore the radio cafi-cgn K1-GAJ in biack on both ides. The
spiner Sad n quastes segment i whise, the remainder being back-green 0 with u sofl-spamyed color
divisian,

Drawings by R, Sandos

The fuselage biad, Jower cxging cowling and the lomer wingtipn were yellow, with the maember 2 and
the 11, Gruyyoe marking phas 18 vicsry sarkings on the lail in white, ce the poet side only.
‘Als on tae por side anly were patches of dark moithag in black-geeen 70 whilsi the upper cowling

carried U emblem of 1.J0 51, which is shown in delai an Puges Bl and 1 the wstly

86 Bec
dil¥erent parterns snd markings, och sides of this inbereating subject have been ilusicascd.

[ SV HALHOLY TLAVMLANT THL 40 LIVEIHIY
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aft was used by Everhard von Bor
the Emr. He recelved the Rineeris

i 0 9./00 3 whe had

om rd May 1932 I

e i
were yellaw, i weee the ramber and
was the emblem of L1716
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Bf 109F-1, W Nr 8155, with dual chevrons, of 1./JG 52

The ks f thisaircraf was the Grapyenkommandeas of (36 2. 00l Kt Helne Leccmann, He
had a total of 37 wictories before be win shot dows on 250 July 1943 over the Noaih Sea, afier
m-cmu Amerian bombers whilf omsmaiing 11,71 1.

This very calorful ssbject kad & compietely sellow eagine cowling and rudder, plus the usual yellow
under the wingtips, The spinnes was painied black-green 70 with  white ring, as also used on several
other aircraft of theunit, The dual cheston i Black and whine with the 1.5 52 running

BI 109G-6, W Nr 440 Yellow 1, of 9./1G 54

Thit Bf 1090-& was flawn dering home def!me duties hv ihe uri's Stletbopien, OB Wi
Sehilling. a pilal whih 50 viciores, mot The e had standard wrey
enmaflage with farge spois of black-green oo 1 e T e i ehe it CGruppe bar wese
in yellow with a thim black bardes, The lowes winglis and lower cowling were the usual yellow, the
Pusietage tall band being b,

Dreswisgs by . Sandow

ek, white, red and b, O Ut fin were 20 victory bars in black, an the top of each of which was a
Dritish roundel i red, white o Hue

The firssape sides were covered with 3 dense male of 75 but it some ugges pasts in 74, Under the
soesstika, the farmer biue-grey 7 camoullage ciubd be seen. This simplifled drawing shews as n sclid
area the part covered by the dens moliling on the fusclage sides.

n the side of the cockpit was 2 emblem using demmts of 30 54 and [11. Grupe, o combinarion
i used by oeher mircralt al the ume. The upper cowlng bore the devil emblem of 9. Saffel, What was
probubly & plain black fusclape cross hid apsarenily bem avessprayed with blue-grey 76, whic
resalted in o medum grey coicr. The pariially cverqrayed veslita o Uie fin s also of intevest because
of I1s pecullar appearance,

BT
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Dirawings by R Sandow

Bf 109G-6 AS, W Nr 412179, Black 14, of 2./1G 3

Fie Hoewt Petzschler flew this very unusial Messeracheitt in 2,/1G 3, ahthough he nomally operated  camouflage had been compromised by the nmn..n wu( apiral wmntr
with I $1. He had & toasl of 26 victories including faur American airsraft, On 3ch bay 1944 his caried 163 L v, The exhamt grime on the rear
drind For (00 Bitcow wia shot down snd kilied in this aircrafl schage i, guite noiiceable. Ths excegtionally u-k—u.lr urmm.mrme was wsed for wrcraft Mying

This particalar B 1BG-6 AS is enc of the few if not the only well documenied single-seat Goman m-nhiludl over as did the B 108s of the second Saaffel under OHir Bohaisch whea the wnit's Fw
fighter in everall RIM 76 camaulage. The naticmal sarkings and number wore all in bleck but the  190s required extra protection.

Bf 109G-2/R6, of IG 3

ime was used by Hpr Wolf-Districh Wikcke, K« A JG 3. By the cad of 1942, this  emblem appeared in red and white sad the fasclnge sides were covered with black cxaus
P'Iu‘ had wmaxsoed over O victories in the Stalingrad -lu w.m- finad tally of 162, including 25 in the u <
copsalul Fightes plots af of the prapellsr ades were in natural metal. At s s Wildhe used o aircraft almost identical in

&1 it show ey camoullage with sum lowes wiagtips, lowst engine sl yepeirine cup 1 i e it o ok Pl ef e o T o ek 1]
sad 3 wide yeiow Taelnge band. T fuelnge cosses somssied of ¥l s oeiy. The

[ XIONTd Y
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Diasings by 0. 5

Bf 109E-7, White 15, of 7

by frequentty photcgraphed
Mincheberg’s famas seven

fied pilat. L2 Emst
mranean, b he ko

barder whils: the spinner was

n wan painied o the cowli

he greys he and antenna masi, howeses
aafFelinpinin, Muncheberg, Whi

allagd with colors simitar o o
 molLkag, geobabiy oves pule bluegrey 65, like the
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used an b R, White . The hasd was shown gra ¢ 15 the o and white heart emblem wie on the 181 186 White | llistrares

G R, LT ras
Chasnel area. which appearsd is green and white. the whole cmbl
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APPENDIX III
THE VICTORY LIST

In the first part of this list will be found the names and details of
all the Luftwaffe day fighter pilots who were credited with more
than 100 victories. The second part includes those who scored less
than that number and who are referred to in either text or captions.

Column A records the number of confirmed victories. A figure
quoted in addition refers to unconfirmed victories and figures in
parentheses record what some sources have quoted without official
authorization. Column B states the number of four-engined bomb-
ers destroyed.

In Column C will be found the highest award which was con-
ferred on each pilot (RK - Ritterkreuz; EL - Eichenlaub; S -
Schwerten; Br - Brillanten). In certain cases the identity is shown
of the last aircraft known to have been flown by the pilot named.
The pilots” ranks as stated in the lists are either their last known
rank, or that which is related to the published material elsewhere in
these volumes.

List 1 A B C
Maj Erich Hartmann LAG 52 352 RK-Br
Obstlt Gerhard Barkhorn IV 44 301 RK-S
Maj Giinther Rall JG 300 275 RK-S
Oblt Otto Kittel 2./1G 54 267 RK-S
Maj Walter Nowotny Kdo Nowotny 258422 2 RK-Br
Maj Wilhelm Batz IL./JG 52 237 2 RK-EL
Maj Erich Rudorffer IAaG7 224 11 RK-EL
Obstlt Heinz Bar IV 44 221 21 RK-S
Obst Hermann Graf 1G-52 212 4] RK-Br
Maj Theodor Weissenberger 1G7 208 7 RK-EL
Obstlt Hans Philipp IG1 206 1 RK-S
Oblt Walter Schuck 34G7 206430 min. 4 RK-EL
Maj Heinrich Ehrler IG7 208 7 RK-EL
Oblt Anton Hafner 8./1G 51 204 2 RK-EL
Hpt Helmut Lipfert LG 53 203 2 RK-EL
Hpt Walter Krupinski TV 44 197 1 RK-EI
Maj Anton Hackl IG 11 192+24 34 RK-S
Hpt Joachim Brendel IL/IG 51 189 RK-EL 90 + Stormoviks
Hpt Max Stotz 5./1G 54 189 RK-EL
Hpt Joachim Kirschner V.G 27 188 2 REK-EL
Hpt Kurt Brindle .G 3 180 RK-EL
Oblt Giinther Josten WG 51 178 1 RK-EL 60 + Stormoviks
Obst Johannes Steinhoff IV 44 178 4 RK-S
Oblt Ernst-Wilhelm Reinert WG 27 174 2 RK-EL
Hpt Gilnther Schack WAG3 174 RK-EL
Hpt Emil Lang ILAG 26 173 RK-EL
Hpt Heinz Schmidt 6./1G 52 173 RK-EL
Maj Horst Ademeit 1.1G 54 166 RK-EL
Obst Wolf-Dietrich Wilcke IG3 162 4 RK-S
Hpt Hans-Joachim Marseille 3G 27 158 RK-Br
Hpt Heinrich Sturm 4./)G 52 158 RK
Oblt Gerhard Thyben 741G 54 157 RK-EL
Oblt Hans Beisswenger 6./1G 54 152 RK-EL
Lt Peter Diittmann 5./1G 52 152+42 RK
Gen Maj Gordon Golleb IG77 150 RK-Br
Lt Fritz Tegtmeier IG7 146 RK
Oblt Albin Wolf 6./11G 54 144 RK-EL
Lt Kurt Tanzer IG3 143 4 RK
Obstlt Karl Miiller IG3 140 17 RK-EL
Lt Karl Gratz 1LAG 52 138 7 RK
182



ApPeNDIx III: THE VicTory List

Maj Heinrich Selz 1JG 27 138

Hpt Rudolf Trenkel 2.G 52 138 1
Hpt Franz Schall 104G 7 133 16*
Oblt Walter Wolfrum 1.AG 52 137+40

Obst Adoll Dickfeld LG 11 132 12
Hpt Horst-G von Fassong HLAG 11 136

Oblt Otto Fénnekold 111G 52 136

Hpt Karl-Heinz Weber .G 1 136

Joachim Miicheburg G717 135

Oblt Hans Waldmann 30G7 134 2*
Hpt Alfred Grislawski LG 53 133 18
Maj Johannes Wiese G 77 133475

Maj Adolf Borchers HNLAG 52 132

Maj Erwin Clausen LAG 11 132 11
Hpt Wilhelm Lemke 1/G3 131 3
Obst Herbert Ihlefeld IG1 132 15
Oblt Heinrich Sterr 1L.4JG 54 129

Maj Franz Eisenach LAG 54 129

Obst Walter Dahl JG 300 129 30
Hpt Franz Diirr LG 5 128

Lt Rudi Rademacher LG 7 126 10
Oblt Josef Zwernemann 1LAG 11 126

Lt Gerhard Hoffmann 4./1G 52 130

Obst Dietrich Hrabak 1G 54 125

Obst Walter Oesau 1G1 127 14
Oblt Wolf Ettel 8.G 27 124

Hpt Wolfgang Tonne 300G 53 122

Fj-Ofw Heinz Marquardt IV./51 121+16

Hpt Robert Weiss HLAG 54 121

Oblt Friedrich Obleser 8./1G 52 120 2
Lt Friedrich Wachowiak MLAG 3 120 (140)

Oblt Erich Leie IG77 121 |
Lt Franz-] Beerenbrock 10.4G 51 117

Lt Hans-Joachim Birkner 9.G 51 117

Lt Jakob Norz ILAGS 17

Lt Heinz Wernicke LG 54 117

Oblt August Lambert 8./8G 77 116

Obst Werner Malders JG 51 115

Lt Wilhelm Crinius 3G S3 114 1
Maj Werner Schroer IG3 114 26
Lt Hans Dammers 941G 52 113423

Lt Berthold Korts 9.4G 52 113

Obstlt Kurt Bihligen G2 112 24
Maj Kurt Ubben G2 110

Oblt Franz Woidich 6./1G 400 110 1
Maj Reinhard Seiler 1G 104 109 1
Hpt Emil Bitsch BAG3 108 4
Maj Hans (Assi) Hahn 1L./1G 54 108436 4
Obst Giither Litzow 1G 44 110 2
Oblt Bernhard Vechtel 141G 51 108

Obst Viktor Bauer EJG 1 106

Hpt Werner Lucas 4.0G3 106 1
Gen Lt Adolf Galland IV 44 103 4
Lt Heinz Sachsenberg IV 44 104

Maj Hartmann Grasser JG 210 103 2
Maj Siegfried Freytag 1G7 102

Hpt Friedrich Geisshardt MLAG 26 102

RK-EL

RK-Br
RK-EL
RK-5
RK

RK
RK-§
RK-EL
RK
RK-EL

RK-EL

*in Me 262

*in Me 262

14 in Spain
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Obstlt Egon Mayer G2 102 25 RK-S

Oblt Max-H Ostermann 7./1G 54 102 RK-S

Obit Herbert Rollwage 5./G53 102 44 RK-EL

Maj Josef Wurmheller HLAG 2 102 15 RK-§

Hpt Rudolf Miethig 3./0G 52 101 RK

Obst Josef Priller IG 26 101 11 RK-S

Lt Ulrich Wernitz 3./1G 54 101 RK

List 2

Ofw Heinrich Bartels V.G 27 99 2 RK Yellow 13
Maj Wolfgang Spate 5./1G 54 99 5. RK-EL *in Me 262
Hpt Paul Heinrich Dihne 2./1G 52 99 RK

Obst Gustav Rodel 1G 27 98 13 RK-EL

Lt Hermann Schleinhege 6./1G 54 97 RK

Lt Anton Dabele L/1G 54 94 RK

Ofw Rudolf Miiller 6./1G 5 94 RK Yellow 3
Maj Siegfried Schnell IV./IG 54 93 3 RK-EL

Obstlt Helmut Bennemann 11G 52 93 1 RK

Oblt Gerhard Loos LG 54 92 2 RK

Hpt Eberhard von Boremski NL/EIG 1 90 RK

Oblt Georg Schentke 9.4G3 90 RK

Lt Ulrich Wohnert 5.1G 54 86 + RK

Oblt Otto Wessling IV.JIG 3 83 ? RK-EL

Hpt Hans Gtz 1./IG 54 B2 RK

Lt Hugo Broch 11./JG 54 Bl RK

Maj Georg Peter Eder 11./1G 26 78 36 RK-EL

Maj Wolfgang Ewald HLAG 3 78 RK Spain included
Obst Karl-Gottfried Nordmann IG5 78 RK-EL

Obstlt Hubertus von Bonin JG 54 (gl RK

Lt Hans Joachim Kroschinski LG 54 76 1 RK

Lt Helmut Grollmus 111G 54 75 RK

Lt Johann Pichler NLAG 77 75 16 RK

Hpt Joachim Wandel 5./1G 54 75 RK 16 at night
Oblt Adolf Glunz 6.1G 26 72 21 RK-EL

Maj Heinz Lange JG 51 T2 RK

Maj Klaus Mietusch H1LAG 26 76 16 RK-EL

Hpt Friedrich Joppien LG 51 70 RK-EL

Oblt Konrad Bauer 5.0G 300 68 32 RK

Ofw Kurt Dombacher 1.1JG 51 68439 RK

Obst Freiherr Giinther von Maltzahn JG 53 68 RK-EL

Hpt Herbert Findeisen LG 54 67 RK

Ofw Karl Fuchs 1.1G 54 67 DK-G

Oblt Erbo Graf von Kageneck NL/G 27 67 RK-EL

Lt Franz Schwaiger LIG3 67 2 RK

Maj Jiirgen Harder LG 53 64 9 RK-EL

Maj Rolf Hermichen 1.AG 11 64 26 RK-EL

Oblt Kurt Welter NIKdo 262 64 RK-EL

Maj Gerhard Homuth LG 54 63 RK

Maj Horst Carganico IG77 60 RK

Lt Karl Munz 1.AG 52 60 1 RK

Lt Alfred Rauch Stab/JG 51 60 1 RK

Maj Hans-Ekkehard Bob LG 54 59 1* RK *rammed
Hpt Franz Eckerle 1.1G 54 59 (62) RK-EL

Oblt Hans-Arnold Stahlschmidt 111G 27 59 RK-EL

Obst Hannes Trautloft JG 54 58 RK

L1 Herbert Broennle 1.1G 54 57 RK

Hpt Hugo Dahmer 1.AG 77 57 4 RK
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Lt Herbert Bareuther 1JG 51 55 RK

Hpt Hans Ehlers 1AJG1 54 20 RK White 20
Lt Karl Brill VG 54 52

Hpt Ruldolf Pflanz 1LAG2 52 RK

Lt Friedrich Rupp 741G 54 52 2 RK

Maj Emst Diillberg LAG 27 50 10 RK

Oblt Wilhelm Schilling 901G 54 50 RK

Ofw Heinz Arnold LAG 7 449

Maj Wilhelm Balthasar G2 49 RK-EL Spain included
Ofw Xaver Miiller 5./0G 54 47 DK-G

Oblt Erich Schmidt 1L./JG 53 47 RK

Hpt Wolfgang Kosse 5./0G 26 46? DK-G

Lt Karl Schnérrer 1.AG 54 46 9 RK White 9
Hpt Ernst Bérngen ILAG 27 45 24 RK

Ofw Georg Seidel 1LAG 51 45? DK-G

Maj Wilhelm Moritz 1LAG 4 44 4+ 10 RK

Oblt Walter Wever 3G 51 44 1 RK

Oblt Kurt Goltzsch G2 43 RK

Oblt Herbert Miitherich 501G 54 43 RK

Oblt Josef Pihs IL/1G 54 43 RK

Lt Norbert Hannig 1L/JG 54 42

Maj Gerhard Schopfel 1G 26 42 3 RK

Hpt Herbert Schramm 1LAG 53 42 3; RK-EL

Ofw Walter Loos JG 301 38 22 RK

Maj Karl Heinz Leesmann 1.1JG 52 37 5 RK

Obstlt Giinther Specht 1G 11 35 (50) 20 RK

Hpt Bruno Stolle 1.4G 11 a5 5 RK

Oblt Paul Brandt 16./JG 54 34 RK

Hpt Hans Naumann 1L1G 26 34 7 RK

Hpt Hermann Segatz 4G 1 347 DK-G White 23
Obstlt Giinther Scholz LAGS 34? DK-G

Ofw Heinz Beyer 8GS5 33 DK-G

Oblt Erwin Leykauf LG 54 33 DK-G

Hpt Helmut Wettstein 6./1G 54 33

Ohblt Rudolf Gléckner .AIG s 32

Hpt Werner Machold 1G2 32 RK

Oblt Klaus Bretschneider 5./1G 300 31? 19 RK 14 at night
Oblt Horst Berger 8./1G5 30? Black 11
Ofw Willi Pfringer IL.AGS 30 DK-G

Maj Friedrich Karl Miiller Stab/JG 300 3043 29 RK *at night
Hpt Walter Adolf 111G 26 29 RK

Hpt Wolfgang Lippent 111G 27 29 RK

Ofw Anton Benning 1./JG 301 28 18 RK

Maj Rolf Pingel 1.1JG 26 27 RK

Hpt Horst Tietzen ILAG 51 27 RK

Fw Horst Petzschler 10./HG 51 26 2

Maj Wolfgang Schellmann JG 27 26 RK

Ofw Heinz Berg nLAG 77 25 3

Hpt Amold Lignitz NLAG 54 25 RK

Ofw Florian Salwender IGT7 25

Hpt Hans Heinrich Kénig LG 11 24+4* 20 RK “4 at night
Hpt Ernst Laube VG 4 22

Hpr Hans Jiirgen Westphal 111G 26 22 3

Maj Otto Bertram NLAG 2 21 RK Spain included
Fw Martin Villing HLAG 5 21

Lt Alwin Doppler LIG 11 20?7 DK-G

Hpt Ignatz Prestele 2./1G 53 20

Oblt Walter Schneider 6.1G 26 20 DK-G
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Oblt Hans Tetzner

Fw Klaus Dietrich

Maj Hannes Gentzen
Fw Fritz Luer

11 Otto Heizmann

Lt Paul Galland

Oblt Karl Demuth

Ofw Heinz Stower

Ofw Hubert Engst

Maj Helmut Kihle

Oblt Rudolf Patzak

Hpt Waldemar Wiibke
Hpt Hans Schmoller-Haldy
Oblt Walter Gayko

Lt Gerhard Keppler

Fw Hans Halfmann

Lt Norbert Graziadei
Fw Heinz Hanke

Obst Hajo Herrmann
Obst Hans-Ulrich Rudel
Maj Hans Tribenbach
Ufz Matthiius Erhard
Obfhr H.G. Githenke
Uffz Karl Heinz Kabus
Fw Ewald Preiss

Ofw Karl Heinz Rusack
Lt Jakob Arnoldy

Gen Lt Theo Osterkamp
Ofw Josef Keil

Ofw Erich Klein

Oblt Werner Martin
Obfhr Gerhard Piel

Fhr Uffz Lothar Busse
Ofw Konrad Jackel
Uffz Heinz Orlowski

Lt Giinther Wiemann
Hpt Klaus Faber

L1 Werner Heinicke

Lt Paul Lixfield

Uffz Hein Kempken
Obfhr Hans Giinther Kuring
Utz Karl Schmitz

Gen Maj Carl Schumacher
Uffz Gerhard Beitz

Ofw Hans Fenten

Lt Vikior Heimann

Uffz Kurt Philipp

Hpt H.C. Graf von Sponeck

ILAG 5
Fiihrer-Jagersiaffel
JG 102
IL/IG 54
1LAG 11
8./26
LAG 1
34611
6./JG 300
1/G 52
8./JG 54
IV 44
3./1G 54
HLAG 5
LAG 27
HLAG 54
500G 300
1G1
9.Flieg Div
85G2

JG 52
5./1G 300
361
3G 1N
6./1G 300
JG 300
IAG 77
Jafii
HL/IG 301
LG5
3.1G 51
5./1G 300
Stab/JG 51
ML.AG 26
901G 5
340G 1
IV a4
HLAG 5
6./1G 300
IV./IG 54
5./1G 300
111G 27
Jafii
9.0G 53
LAG 300
8.1G 300
LG5
7.AGS5

20) approx

18
197
18+6
17
16
16
157
157
157
15

13
12
11?
10?7
9

5
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DK-G

DK-G

‘White 7

RK-S
RK-GEL (Golden oak leaves)

RK 32 victories in WW I

White 1

*both bombers
RK

White 1




Color Section

“White 67, the Bf 109E of the forty-two victory ace Herbert Schramm.

Another photo of Schramm’s Bf 109E of 111./JG 53, which at this time showed nine victories on the fin during T940.




Focke-Wulf Fw 190A-4

Gruppenkommandeur markings, of JG 54

This aircraft, illustrated here in temporary white winter camoufla
flown by the Kommodore of JG 54, Hannes Trautloft. It had th
markings for the Eastern Front, consisting of yellow lower wingtp
engine cowling and fuselage band around the Balkenkreuz.

Under the cockpit was the green heart emblem of JG 54, in this case s
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Hannes Trautloft

‘ Painting by Richard Goyat

lge, was from left, the insignia of 1./JG 54 and 11./JG 54 with that of 111./]JG 54
le usual beneath. As Kommodore, Trautloft normally used only one chevron for his
nglis, lower personal markings and not the two of a Gruppenkommandeur as shown here.

An earlier number immediately forward of the fuselage cross appears to have

casghowing, been overpainted.




Messerschmitt Bf 109G-6

White 1, of JG 52

Shown for the first time in fully correct colors is the machine wicl
Hartmann flew as Staffelkapitdn of 7./1G 52. lts unusual nose markiz
only concession to the fact that he was the world’s most successful fite
having at this time amassed over 300 confirmed victories and han
presented with the coveted Diamonds award.

The aircraft was equipped with a clear-vision canopy and the Ea-
FuG 16 ring antenna had been removed. The camouflage of the fusag
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. Erich Hartmann

Painting by Richard Goyat

hine wh Erich showed no discernable pattern, for all colors had been oversprayed with only
» markiwas the suggestions of the darker colors underneath. The spinner and seven “tulip
sful figr pilot, leaves™ were painted in black, the spinner having one white spiral only whilst
and hag been each of the *‘leaves’ had a thin white border. The number 1 and the second

Gruppe bar were in plain white with the fuselage band and lower wingtips in
| the E-Haube vellow. The personal emblem, Usch, is illustrated in detail on Page 166.

the fusge sides
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Focke-Wulf Fw 190D-9

1

Kommodore markings, of JG 6 :

When Gerhard Barkhorn became Kommodore of 1G 6 in early 1945, he haq
achieved his 301st and last victory on 5th January of that year. He was secomnd
Erich Hartmann, the top-scoring fighter pilot of the Luftwaffe.

Barkhorn's Fw 190D-9 had the usual RLM B1/82 upper surface I.le‘rmuﬂasc wi
76 on the fuselage sides and underneath. Its swastikas and fuselage crosses wie
black. It is believed the machine carried a black spinner with a white spiral, but th j
to be confirmed photographically.

The name Christ!, after the pilot’s wife, appeared in white underlin
immediately under the cockpit. The Kommodore markings were black and white.
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Gerhard Barkhorn

Painting by Rainer Gliss

1e hadalready white 5 within the chevron was used on all Barkhorn's aircraft and dates back to his Bf
secondonly to 109F, White 5, which he flew at the beginning of the campaign in the East in 1941 when
serwns in 4, .f.IG 52 under Johannes Steinhoff.
age Wih RL.M For i dellers it is emphasised that this painting is provisional only. The
S€5 Wre plain extreme scamty of Fw 190D-9 photographs is well known, and although parts of this
but thishas yet machine are shown in the photographs on Page 166 of Vol |, there are, unfortunately, no
known shots which show either the presence or absence ol‘ JG 6's red/white/red tail
rlined in red, bands. The author tends o feel that, pending substantiation either way, there is a very
white.The tiny slight edge in favor of the bands having been used,
195
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Messerschmitt Me 262A-1a

W Nr 111745, of JV 44

Eduard Schallmoser was Adolf Galland’s wingman in JV 44 and White 5 was
his personal aircraft, During April 1945 he rammed a P-38 Lightning over Riem
airport and on 20th of the same month, in company with Galland, he attacked a
formation of 16 B-26 Marauders over Landsberg. Galland released his R4M
rockets, upon which one Marauder exploded and a second was damaged.
Schallmoser attacked a third Marauder with cannon fire, but misjudged his
recovery and accidentally struck its tail. Both aircraft went down and
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Eduard Schallmoser

Painting by Richard Goyat

Schallmoser baled out.

This machine’s upper surface camouflage scheme was dark brownish-green
81 and bright medium green 83, but during maintenance it was oversprayed
with dark green 82 in several places. The swastikas and underwing crosses were
black and white with the Werk Nummer stencilled in large black numbers on
the fin. The fuselage crosses and the number § were plain white. A further
interesting feature is the fact that no head armor for the pilot was used.




Messerschmitt Me 163B-1

White 18, of JG 400

This rocket-powered interceptor fighter had an upper surface
camouflage of dark brownish-green 81 and dark green 82, its
undersurfaces being pale blue-grey 76. The pilot, L Muhlstroh, flew it
in 2./JG 400 during 1944,

The number 18 appeared in plain white with the crosses and swastika
in black and white, as was the nose cone. The T-Staff, C-Stoff and
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Jupp Miihlstroh

Painting by Richard Goyat

Pressiuji markings were clearly visible, as indeed they were on most Me
163s. This machine’s emblem read: ““Wie ein Floh — aber oho!", a
loose translation of which is ** Like a flea — but wow!"" This provisional
painting was based upon various Me 163 photographs and an original
color draft by Herr Olenjnik, a well-knawn member of the unit.
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Messerschmitt Bf 109K-4

W Nr 330230, of JG 77

Little is known about the pilot of this aircraft, who was shot down and killed
near Tilburg during Operation Bodenplatte on Ist January 1945, The fighter
itself is one of the few Bf 109K-4s to be well documented photographically.

White 17 had a late-war camouflage scheme consisting basically of a dark
brown color a little lighter than RLM 81 with dark green 82 on the upper
surfaces and pale blue-grey 76 below. Its general appearance suggested a good
deal of improvisation as far as available paints were concerned.
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Heinrich Munninger

Painting by Richard Goyat

The fin and rudder showed a color patch arrangement fairly typical of K
models, with the Werk Nummer being shown in large black stencilling. An
unusual feature was the green and white fuselage cross. On the cowling the red,
white and yellow JG 77 emblem was carried, and behind the cockpit the clearly
visible MW 50 boost system filler point marking. Although the aircraft
belonged to I11./JG 77, no Gruppe bar nor home defence tail bands were
carried.
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Above: “White 2" at left may
have belonged to Friedrich
Miiller. Note the early style of
narrow-bordered fuselage cross.

Right: Miiller in front of his 111/
JG 53 Bl 109E during the Battle
of Britain. He was shot down on
May 29,1944 after achieving 140
victories.
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Each of these three JG 54 aircraft shows very distinctive camouflage
and markings. Of interest is the photo at upper left of Trautloft's Bf
L09F which appears to be painted light brown and olive green.




“White 2" of 111/JG 53 on a snow covered airfield in France. This aircraft may have possibly belonged to Friedrich Miiller.

Two Bl 109Es of I11/JG 53 undergoing maintenance.
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Two views of a Bf 109 F, “Black 6,” of 7./JG 54.




Members of 7.JG 54 examine flak damage on a Bf 109F.




Four views of JG 54 aircraft in the West.




Hauptmann Hans Philipp started his career at the Channel front in 1940 as Staffelkapitin of 4./JG 54. After twenty victories he received the
Ritterkreuz. During the long fighting in the east, his victory list increased tremendously. On 3 March 1942 he received the Schwerter for
eighty-nine victories. On 3 March 1943, he surpassed the 202 victory mark of Hermann Graf, to become the leading ace of the Luftwaffe.
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