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‘We knew we were in for a long day’ With this title, the two first prints of this book were 

released in 2017 and 2018. This was before the unveiling of the beautiful monument at 

the Lek dike in Nieuw-Lekkerland.  

The text was mainly taken over from an American publication by Bill Yancy. The second 

print was almost sold out, so the board of the Foundation decided to make a third print, 

but it would be completed with the history of the creation of the monument.  And of 

course  the story of the unveiling in 2018, with all the speeches. It was an emotional event 

with more than thirty relatives of the crew from America .  

All information, with added photo material, was combined by the board members. With 

that, Mrs. Barry Ouweneel - van Dam, who also edited the first version, added four new 

chapters. With that, not only the history, but also the actuality of the monument is 

recorded in a readable story. Young Design from Hardinxveld-Giessendam drew, free of 

charge, a complete new cover. All in all, the history of the Mission Belle, the adventures of 

the crew and the realization as well as the meaning of the monument for present day is 

recorded in a worthy way.   

The intention is to let the release of the book go by not unnoticed. Interested parties are 

very welcome on Thursday night, April 25th, 2024 at the Waellant, Ooievaar 150 in Nieuw-

Lekkerland. The hall will be open at 19:30 o’clock. Beginning at 20:00 o’clock. After the 

presentation, the book will be for sale in the hall.  

 

Third print Mission Belle Book will roll from the 

press soon. 
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Remembrance November 25th, 2023 

Chairman of the Foundation, A. Hoogendoorn gave a word of welcome. The 

only thing we learn about history is, that we don’t learn anything. Thinking 

about the eighty years since the emergency landing, and the time we live in 

today,  these meaningful words came to him. And the importance of 

remembrance.  “We should never forget that war is something horrible”, he 

continued. “That liberty is a precious property we should realize continuously.” 

Hoogendoorn said he hoped we shall and want to learn from history. And the 

Foundation will be a part of that during the annual remembrances. At the end 

he indicated what remembering meant as perspective. Freedom is connected 

with justice, that should be passed on to our youth, so that ‘me’ will be 

transcended by ‘we’. 

Afterwards the Color Guard came and following them the mayor T.C. Segers 

spoke to the people present and asked: “What are we doing here? Next Friday 

it will be exactly eighty years ago that here - behind us - the Mission Belle came 

down: on December 1st, 1943. Why are we still here after eighty years? Of the 

10 crew members, 3 young men didn’t survive the crash. They gave their lives 

for freedom. Young men who brought us freedom, these three here, but so 

many more in The Netherlands, Europe and beyond. We can’t imagine that. 

Therefore it is important that we keep on remembering. Every year. Every time 

again speaking out their names. Honor them, remember and realize what 

freedom did cost. And we should be careful with our freedom. But how? Tell 

the stories! That applies to all people who have experienced World War II. But 

also other grandparents, fathers and mothers. Tell what you know about what 

happened. If no one of us is here anymore, it will be the children and the youth 

of today who should be keep on going with this.  

Keep on remembering. Cherish freedom. Our democracy. 

 

Naast Burgemeester T. Segers stond kinderburgemeester Roos Zeevalkink, die 

ook een bijdrage leverde aan het plechtige gebeuren. Roos legde in haar 

toespraak de nadruk op de vrijheid die we hier in Nederland genieten. “Ik kan 

sporten, zingen, dansen, muziek maken en met mijn vriendinnen afspreken. 

Omdat ik vrij ben! Het is belangrijk dat we weten dat dit niet vanzelfsprekend is. 

En dat er mensen zijn die zich hiervoor hebben ingezet, zoals de bemanning van 

de Mission Belle.” 

 

Aansluitend werd de Taps gespeeld en volgden twee minuten stilte. 

Samen legden de beide burgemeesters bloemen bij het monument, evenals 

leerlingen van de School met de Bijbel. Vooraf droeg een vijftal leerlingen een 

zelfgemaakt gedichtje voor. 
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Mission Belle in the learning line of heritage. 

In 2023, the Mission Belle Foundation got in touch with Forte music and culture 

about getting the Mission Belle further into primary education in Nieuw-

Lekkerland, Streefkerk and possibly elsewhere. Forte developed for the county 

Molenlanden the learning line of heritage, called 'Trackers', where there will be 

more attention for war monuments. From that thought, there was recently 

worked on lesson plans who can be used in education and where lessons can be 

given by teachers and guest lecturers. And of course combined with visiting the 

monument. 

 

 

Involvement schools 
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Next remembrances 

 
On May  4th, the flags will be raised half-mast and at 10:00 o’clock in the 

morning a floral arrangement will be laid. On May 5th we celebrate freedom 

and the flags will go in top. 

On Memorial Day, Monday May 27th, in the morning the flags will be raised 

half-mast. At 11:30 o’clock a floral arrangement will be laid and at 12.:00 

o’clock the flags will go in top. 

 

 

 

The lessons are part of the learning line 'Trackers', a learning line that gives 

online information about the local environment to students in the area of 

(immaterial) heritage. It will be learning about their own environment. 

Recently, a poster was shown at schools linked to a website where all war 

monuments can be found with information. This was started in cooperation 

with the Historic Collective Alblasserwaard, who created the input. These 

initiatives show that war monuments and attention for World War II is still 

everyday’s business. In the near future these lessons and learning line will be 

expanded into more schools. 

 

 


